
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Our approach to Christmas tends toward the sensuous, 
with cookie dough glomming to knuckles, nostrils filling 
with scent of spice, tree lights dappling darkened rooms, 
just-arrived loved ones leaning into hugs. Christmas 
delights the senses more than the intellect, and 
appropriately so: the feast celebrates God’s embrace of 
this world as a fleshy, sensual human being. 
 
Not that this was easy for God; plenty in this world is 
difficult to welcome. Hence the difficulty of “the holidays” 
for so many. And why, this Advent and Christmas, we’re 
aiming for observance that’s less sentimental and cozy 
than earnest and impactful. Advent worship will explore 
how, in life’s tensions and troubles, there’s a better hope 
than what we sometimes seek. Christmas Eve will 
remember how Love came down to us, not because this 
world was friendly to God but because God loves us too 
much not to be near us. 
 
And since God wants to be near all people, we’re again 
hosting a 4pm Christmas Eve pre-service gathering that 
will be easy to invite someone to. Take the invitations 
given out in worship and hand them to someone you 
know: “I’m spending Christmas Eve with Christ Church in 
Chesterland and thought you might like to as well.” 
 
This Advent and Christmastide, do find God in your senses. 

Receive a loving touch as God’s nearness and comfort. Consider the scent of wood smoke a sign of God’s close-
as-breathed-air presence. Take a cinnamon laced Christmas cookie as the psalmist’s invitation, “taste and see 
that the Lord is good.” 
 
Whatever you do, aim to be present, which is what our senses encourage: be where you are, with what and who 
is there. For Presence is the heart of the Christmas celebration: Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
 
A blessed Advent and Christmastide to you all, 
 

 

  



 

 
 
Great Joy 
 
Before the baby came, the divisions in my friend’s family had already begun. The siblings lived separate lives 
and found they had less and less in common. They had stopped trying to understand each other and had 
settled for an obligatory family connection. They weren’t friends.  
 
So when it came time for decisions to be made regarding the family matriarch’s care, of course they disagreed. 
The experience was painful and only served to deepen the rifts.  
 
Then into this family was born a child, a new generation…and tides 
began to turn. There was the excitement and the newness – that 
sweet face and those tiny hands. But it was more than that. This 
newborn was theirs to care for, protect, surround, and love. Suddenly, 
they were a family with a purpose and a call. And they relished their 
new role together. 
 
The oldest sister told me, “She’s like the baby Jesus. She came and 
changed us.” There was a sense of this baby coming not only through 
them but for them. The transformation in my friend was amazing: 
from rigid and tough to exuberant and hopeful. I imagined a corresponding change in each of her siblings. The 
power of God had come down, through a baby, to heal this family. 
 
I always think of them at this time of year and have pondered how God works in the midst of turmoil and 
unrest to shine a light. Though it may not be as obvious as a host of angels in the sky, the transformational 
power can be just as great, if we say yes to the invitation and take the necessary journey.  
 
This month, listen to the carols, spend time with your Advent devotional God Bless Us, Every One!, help bring 
color and life to our Advent Journey posters in Fellowship Hall, and especially, talk with friends in Sunday 
school about your own and others’ “manger” stories. Make these practices contemplative. Then let’s celebrate 
together on Christmas Eve what God can do and has done in our world and in our lives. I bring you good news 
of great joy… (Luke 2:10)  
 
What is your great joy this year? Tell. 
 
Christmas Blessings. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

COMING SOON… 
 

2019 Christmas Pageant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Christmas Stories” 
 

Presented during worship on 

December 22nd 
 

Rehearsals and preparations for all children and youth  

will take place in Sunday school on: 
 

December 1st, 8th and 15th  

10:45 a.m. 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 



We’re coloring again! 
 

 

  

During December 
coffee hours, ALL 
are invited to help 
color this year’s 
Advent poster. 
 

The people who 
walked in darkness 
have seen a great 
light… 
 

CPC Senior Christmas Party 
December 22 

Following Coffee Hour 
Sign up is in Fellowship Hall 

    CPC Food Pantry gave out 
    over 50 turkeys to families 
    this Thanksgiving.  
    We could not have done it 
    without you. 



 

  

Christmas Eve in Chesterland 
  
4:00pm Doors Open 
Gather with friends and neighbors for cookies, a hot chocolate bar, a family photo center, kids’ 
crafts, and live music. 
  
5:00pm Candlelight Service 
Join in a family-friendly service of Christmas carols, the story of Jesus’ birth, a brass ensemble, and 
a message of joy and hope. 

Sunday Worship 
 

Preaching Series: A Better Hope 
Life can be filled with dashed hopes. Plans that didn’t accomplish what we wanted. Promises that 
weren’t kept. People that failed us. Is there any hope that won’t disappoint? Christians say there 
is, in the God the biblical prophets said would fulfill promises to make the world whole. Advent 
invites us to trade our dashed hopes for one that won’t perish, spoil or fade. 
 

Longest Night Service 
December 21, 7pm 
For many, the days around Christmas are filled with shadows along with light, perhaps grief, 
disappointment, loneliness or some sense of loss. In this quiet service, we’ll join with those that 
know how “the holidays” can feel blue. We’ll come to God honestly with silence, prayer, and other 
ways of seeking God’s hope, claiming the Christmas carol’s message: “in…dark streets shineth the 
everlasting Light.” 
 

Christmas Pageant: “Christmas Stories” 
December 22, 10:30am 
Alongside with Christmas carols and kids’ enactment of “the greatest story ever told,” we will hear 
testimony to God’s coming into people’s lives today. 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Adult Sunday School: My Manger Life 
December 1, 8, 15, 22, 9:30am 
Library  
 
The story of the Savior’s birth doesn’t only tell us Jesus’ story. It tells us our story too. Join Pastor 
Matt Reeves for Bible study conversation on how the story of the baby in the manger reveals how 

God comes into and works in our lives. 

“Advent Journey” Coloring Posters & Devotional 
Sunday Morning Coffee Hour, 
Fellowship Hall 
 
God’s children of all ages can journey through Advent together coloring Bible-passage-themed 
posters at tables during Coffee Hour. 
 

Electronic 
 
24 Days of Carols 
Receive a daily e-devotion with a YouTube link to a Christmas carol along with a related Bible 
passage.  
 

Print 
 

God Bless Us, Every One! Encountering Christ in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol is a familiar yet deeply spiritual story. With Bible passages paired with 
passages from Dickens, we will be transformed along with Scrooge and Bob Cratchit to enjoy the 
blessing received from the Christmas Child. 
 
Christian Meditation Group 
7:00 a.m. every Saturday 
 
Find a quiet center in God during what can be a hectic season. Christian meditation is an ancient 
form of prayer that seeks God in silence and stillness beyond words and thought. The meditation 
group meets for an hour to learn and practice this form of contemplative prayer. 
 



 

  

 

MEAL PARTNERSHIP WITH THE BAPTIST CHURCH: Help with an outreach spaghetti dinner, 6pm at  
Chesterland Baptist Church the third Thursday of each month, by purchasing supplies, coming to help  
prepare, serve, clean up, or by simply coming to share in the dinner and fellowship. 
 

      

     DEACONS’ GIVING TREE: Share the joy of Christmas by reaching out to a local family 

Deacons outreach    family through the Deacons’ Christmas Giving Trees. Look for the gift tags on the 

     Giving Trees in Fellowship Hall, purchase the gifts ,and return them wrapped with 

     itemized tags by Sunday, December 15. Please contact Louise Reames with any  

     questions at 440-318-4672. 

 

  
 

TAKE COME POINTSETTIALS AFTER THE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: The poinsettias decorating the  
sanctuary will be available for free for anyone that would take one home  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE: the Deacons will host another Dinner and a Movie night Feb 8––a potato bar 

(comfort food!) 

 

 

The Christmas Eve offering provides most of the Deacons’ funding for 2020. 
 
These gifts sustain a year’s worth of mission that serves the church and reaches people in our community in need 
of love and a helping hand. The Deacons are grateful for generous support of this fund. For someone in crisis, it 
can make the difference between hope and despair. 
  

Thank you in advance for your faithful generosity. 
 
Merry Christmas, and God bless you all. 
 
The Board of Deacons 



 

  



  

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT 

If you desire to purchase a special 

floral arrangement for a Sunday 

morning worship service, please 

contact: 

Trish Lawrence 

Pelawrence2012@gmail.com 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

If you wish to host a special  

Sunday morning, 

Coffee Hour in honor or in  

Celebration of someone,  

Please Contact: 

Barbara Bodmer  

bjbodmer@yahoo.com 

  

Church Office Hours: 

8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Monday - Thursday 

  

Contact Information 

Christ Presbyterian Church 

12419 Chillicothe Rd. 

Chesterland, OH 44026 

440-729-1688 
 

Website: 

www.christpcusa.org 
 

Church Office e-mail: 

office@christpcusa.org 

 

2019 Contributions 
Gifts to be included the 2019 

statements of giving need to arrive 

at the CPC Office by Tuesday, 

December 31.  
 

2020 pledge envelopes will be 

available Sunday, December 15. 

Please wait until the New Year to 

use them. 
 

Contribution statements for 2019 

will arrive by email or USPS in mid-
January.  
 

Note: The initial offering envelope is 

used to offset the cost of the pledge 

envelopes only. Each box of pledge 

envelopes costs less than $5.00. 

“Per capita” is an apportionment by 

which we share in the structural 

cost of being part of the Presbytery 

of the Western Reserve, the Synod 

of the Covenant, and the larger 

Presbyterian Church. For 2020, per 

capita is $32.41 per member. 
 

Contact the church at: 440-729-1688 

or office@christpcusa.org for 

questions or envelopes requests. 

  
 

 

PAPERLESS OPTION 

  

This January, we are once again offering 

electronic mailing of Year-End Contribution 

Statements. We are encouraging as many as 

possible to receive statements electronically, 

as this will reduce paper usage and cost.  

  

If you have not already signed up for an 

electronic statement, please provide consent 

by responding "I consent" to the CPC Office.  

  

You will then receive your Year-End 

Statement electronically, rather than by mail. 

For those who elect not to consent, a paper 

copy will be sent via US mail. 
  

file:///C:/Users/Office-Mgr/Documents/Chimes%20Newsletter/2016/www.christpcusa.org
mailto:office@christpcusa.org


 

 

 

 

 
 

                BIRTHDAYS  
Charlotte Wood 12/02 

Lori Zagarskas 12/02 

Grace Moritz 12/05 

Sue Congdon 12/06 

Heidi Minick Starke 12/08 

Janet Davis 12/14 

Andrew Fondrk 12/14 

Maridee Bello 12/18 

Eli Milnar 12/19 

Karen Arp 12/20 

Dave Wunderle 12/20 

Chris Keller 12/25 

Matt Reeves 12/25 

Dushan Bouchek 12/27 

Anne McCaslin 12/31 

ANNIVERSARIES   

Jim & Darlene Hart 12/27 

Ron & Susy Knight 12/28 

 
 
 
 

WHEN THE WEATHER OUTSIDE 
GETS FRIGHTFUL 

CHECK FOR EVENT 
CANCELLATIONS: 

 Your E-mail 

 CPC Website:  

 CPC Facebook 

 Call the church office:  
 

CPC Office is closed when West 
Geauga schools are closed. 

 

 

Have you misplaced something 
recently? Is there a chance you 

may have lost it? If you can't find 
your winter apparel, glasses, 

bracelet, toys, books, etc…, come 
by the CPC Lost and Found in 

Fellowship Hall. We might just have 
what you've been looking for. 

 

 
 

PEANUT BUTTER 
CEREAL 
POTATOES (BOXED) 
SOUP 
PAPER PRODUCTS 
PERSONAL HYGIENE 


