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Prior to the Reeves familyõs departure for summer vacation, I told people we were taking a driving trip west to my 

hometown, San Diego, to spend time with my family living in California, seeing sights on the way and back. Now 

returned from that nearly 6,000-mile vacation, òtripó seems an inadequate descriptor. It was more like a journey. 

 

òTripsó tend to be short. We go to another place and come back, returning largely the same person as when we left. A 

journey, however, takes time and involves the unfamiliar. We donõt journey to get groceries or visit grandkids for the 

weekend. While there may be daytrips, there are no òday-journeys.ó A journey requires commitment, persistence, 

patience, and a spirit of adventure, for on a journey we leave expecting the unexpected. Weõll have to take life as it 

comes and make along-the-way make decisions perhaps not fully sure if theyõre òrightó or òwrong.ó The other side of a 

true journey, and even in the middle of one, you realize you arenõt the same person as when you set out.  

 

While people in the Bible do take trips, more often we find them on journeys. 

 

Abrahamõs family journeys toward the land that God will show them. Israel journeys out of Egypt through the 

wilderness to the land of Godõs promise. David traverses the Judean desert, and his own heart, as he escapes King Saul. 

Godõs people are made to journeyððthat is, are exiledððto Babylon. Disciples journey with Jesus through Galilee and to 

Jerusalem. Paul journeys through the Mediterranean with the message of the Gospel. Take the journey out of the Bible 

and Scriptureõs witness to Godõs promise and salvation is removed as well.  

 

By Godõs call, the church is made a journeying people. In the Bible, the question before Godõs voyaging people is never 

whether theyõll òmake it,ó for in spite of inevitable uncertainty and confusion along the way, God is always with the 

people, faithful to deliver them. So, on the holy journey with God, the question is whether the people will stay close to 

God, and therefore to one another, trusting God and loving their neighbor even as bewilderment, impatience and, 

sometimes, grumbling are part of the voyage. 

 

This fall, in both worship and the all-ages Echo the Story program, weõre journeying through the big story of the Bible. 

Along the way, weõll listen for how the Bible story helps us discern Godõs presence and work in journey that is our lives. 

Also this fall, CPCõs leaders are prayerfully exploring what it means to walk in the way of Jesus in a changed marriage 

landscape (see òA Word From the Session Regarding Its Discernment on Marriage,ó p. 2). 

 

As persons, households, and as a church we are always learning how the God who calls us to faith and who calls us 

together is with us every step of the way, giving us himself. Which means that the real adventure of faith isnõt finding out 

where we are headed and when we will really get there, but discovering how right now, in each of our hearts and the 

soul of CPC, Christ is making his way in us. 

 

May we know Jesusõ presence as we walk in his way together. 
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HEALING IN 
JESUS:  

THE ORIGINAL 
ICU 

A RETREAT FOR  

WOMEN 

A WORD FROM THE SESSION 

REGARDING ITS DISCERNMENT ON MARRIAGE 

 

3ÉÎÃÅ ÌÁÓÔ *ÕÎÅȭÓ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔ ÒÕÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÍÁÒÒÙ ÔÏ same-sex couples 

nationwide, Christians and churches have been reflecting on what this change means to their life and 

mission. In a sermon on July 5, Pastor Reeves shared that in its June meeting, 

 

ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȣÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ Á ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁËÅ ÏÆ understanding how Christians today 

are reading the Bible differently regarding sexuality. The purpose of this study is not to take a 

ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÁÎ ÉÓÓÕÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÈÏ× #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÖÅÒÙ ×ÉÄÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

are hearing the Bible say more than one thing regarding same sex relationships (see July 5 

sermon, of which the audio is available at www.christpcusa.org/sermonsdownload.cfm and print 

versions are available in Fellowship Hall). 

 

Even as the session undertakes this period of study for the sake of understanding, it also knows that it 

ÍÕÓÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÁÎÙ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ȰÔÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÁÃÅȟ ÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟȱ ÁÓ ÒÕÌÉÎÇ ÅÌÄÅÒÓ 

promise in their ordination vows. 

 

Therefore, at its August meeting, the session acted to appoint a committee for the purpose of reviewing 

and evaluating CPC church policies relating to use of church facilities in light of recent court decisions 

related to same-sex marriage, and to make and propose recommendations of any amendments to such 

policy now deemed appropriate for the session to adopt thereby. 

 

This committee, comprised of ruling elders from the session and Clerk of Session, Sam Martillotta, will 

aim to do its work thoroughly and thoughtfully, with the intention of bringing any recommendations for 

ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á ÔÉÍÅÌÙ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȢ 

 

4ÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÓËÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȭÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭÓȟ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÖÉÔÙ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÁÔ #0# ÍÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÌË ÉÎ 

the way of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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CHILDREN½S MINISTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONING AND LISTENING  

 

If you wanted to convey the significance of an event or a place, or the unique qualities of a person, how 

would you do it?  The most effective way I know is to tell a story. To the careful listener, a story can relay 

not only what happened, but how we felt about what happened, what it meant to us, and how we were 

changed by it. It is no wonder, then, that the workings of God in our world were preserved and shared 

through stories. What better way is there to convey such immensity?   

 

As you read this, fall Sunday school is in session, and our new fall program, Echo the Story, has begun. Week 

by week, we are sharing the Bibleõs story of God, but most importantly, we are learning to be careful listeners 

and critical thinkers. I have always used four questions as a guide for revealing the lessons and truths that are 

embedded in our Bible stories and which have kept them alive for thousands of years.  

 

Where is God in the story? 

 

Where am I in the story? 

 

Where is God in my story? 

 

Where am I in Godõs story? 

 

Pondering these questions helps us to shed light on the character of God, deepens our understanding of 

ourselves, and guides us toward our own mission and purpose in Godõs creation. As you talk with your kids 

about the stories they are learning or as you participate in Echo the Story, take notice of Godõs place in the 

story. Additionally, look for yourself in the story, or perhaps the opposite of yourself. Look for what you 

strive to become or struggle to avoid. See where God is in all of that. Listen for his voice speaking to you. 

And then allow yourself to step away and look outward, as the Great Commandment and the Great 

Commission teach us, in order to understand our call to love others and our own commission into 

discipleship. Listen carefully, and you will hear Godõs voice calling you to something bigger. Follow it. 

 

God Bless. 

 
 

 

Would you like to be part of our  

Acolyte Ministry?  
 

Join us for 
 

Acolyte Orientation and Training 
September 13

th
 

11:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

 

Led by Pastor Matt and  

Elizabeth Goodin 
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   For I am fearfully and wonderfully madeéPsalm 139 

  

   On the Night You Were Born 

 

   Wherever You Are, My Love Will Find You 

 

     Iõd Know You Anywhere, My Love 

 

      The Crown on Your Head  

   

òThereõs no one else in the world like you, and thatõs what makes you so special.ó This 

is part of the mantra that I planted in my kidsõ minds so that they would grow up 

knowing their own uniqueness and worth. Consequently, when I came across the books 

by childrenõs author Nancy Tillman , I was giddy with excitement (yes, I cried), and I 

snatched them up immediately. The four that I am choosing to highlight this month all 

contain a similar message of oneõs own inherent value. It seems to be implicitly stated 

that this value and worth comes from being a child of God. From the moment we enter 

the world, we are known and loved and (from Crown) ò...like a star, YOU WERE BORN 

TO SHINE.ó What I like most about Nancy Tillmanõs message is we see that not only 

are we special, but everyone  is to God. The artwork is a wonderful bonus. 
 

 

ECHO THE STORY: Beginning August 30 th  ð November 22 nd Get into the big 

story of the Bible. It is the story of Godõs salvation. In a 9am pre-worship, all ages study, 

and then in 10:30am worship, we will enter the biblical story in fresh creative ways. 

Through storytelling, creative reflection, and group conversation, become part of the 

Bibleõs story like never before! Sign up today! 

 

http://kitereaders.com/2014/01/27/14-childrens-books-about-love/
http://www.amazon.com/Id-Know-You-Anywhere-Love/dp/0312553684
http://www.nancytillman.com/books/crown/
http://www.amazon.com/On-Night-You-Were-Born/dp/0312601557
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Youth Ministries  
 

 

September is here! It is hard to believe that the school year has started and that fall wonõt be far behind. 

It is the time of year to get caught up in thinking that things that have already happened will happen again. 

Life will go on and on, day after day. However, the good news of the Gospel is that God can change the 
worldððand He has by joining us in our own humanity. Jesus Christ was born into the world in order to 

bring it back from being lost and to show us a new way. This story of redemption meets our lives here 

and now! I am so excited to say that we are about to embark on a journey to see OUR story as it 

connects with Godõs story in ECHO. At 9:00am now, through November 15th, we will be looking at parts 

of Godõs big story each Sunday. We will explore each part as it relates to the whole. I encourage youth, 

adults and children alike to join in this process! The truth is, God, through his story, has the power to 

connect to, and transform your life. God is doing amazing things with ECHO and with the life of CPC. I 

canõt wait to watch what he does this fall!  

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS:  

 

September 20: Join the whole congregation and community for the Michael Card Concert. Tickets are 

available now for $18.  

 

September 27: Youth and Adult conversation starter on the topic of sexuality. Using parts of Doug Fieldõs 

curriculum, The Truth about Sex. In our overly sexualized culture, and private access to the internet at all 

times now it is more important than ever to open up honest communication, and to address harmful and 

inaccurate messages youth are getting from all around them. 6:00pm-7:30pm in the Youth Room. 

 

October 3: Ropes course team building event! Time TBA. 
 

UPDATES NEEDED FOR COLLEGE 

STUDENTS  
 

 
 

Parents, Deacons want your college student to know that he or she is 

not forgotten! Your student will receive "goodies" and cards throughout 

the year. Please contact Brenda Levine with new addresses so we can 

keep in touch during the '15-õ16 school year. Brenda: bjpral@att.net 
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CHURCH PICNIC ºPICS» 
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Committee  News 
HELP HANNAHõS HOME!  

ANNOUNCING OUR  

òBABY BOTTLE 

 BLESSINGSó CAMPAIGN  

 

Hannahõs Home exists to provide a safe and 

nurturing home for single young women who 

are pregnant, where they can receive counsel, 

continue their education, and become 

thoroughly equipped to make life decisions 

based on Gospel truth.   
 

Our church is partnering with Hannahõs Home 

òBaby Bottle Blessingsó campaign during the 

months of September and October. Once they 

arrive, please take a baby bottle and fill it with 

coins, currency or checks. Our financial 

donations will help them expand the services 

they provide during and especially after birth 

to the moms and babies. If you donate by 

check an acknowledgement letter will be sent 

to you for tax reporting purposes.  Contact 

Jim Kule for more information at: 440-729-

2992. 

  
 

 

CHAPEL CIRCLE RESUMES 

This Bible Study is back in full swing! The 

group of ladies meets once a month. All are 

welcome to join. 

 

The kick-off meeting is Wednesday, 

September 16th at 11:00am. It will be held 

here at CPC in the upstairs Prayer Room. 
Gail Sabo will lead the lesson: 1 Thessalonians 

pp. 41-49. Charlotte Wood will give the 

devotions. 

 

Following the study the group will enjoy 

lunch in a local Chesterland restaurant. 

 

CHAPEL CIRCLE õ15-õ16 SCHEDULE: 
 

¶ Study: 11:00am September 16th at 

CPC -Lunch out. 

¶ Study: 11:00am October 21st at CPC 
-Lunch out. 

¶ Study: 11:00am November 18th at 

Charlotte Woodõs home ðLunch 

provided. 

¶ Lunch Only: 12:00pm December 16th 
at Bass Lake Tavern in Chardon. 

¶ No January Meeting 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU, FROM THE 

DEACONS  

 
Your generosity in supporting our hot dog 

luncheon was a huge success. 

We raised over $650. This, plus other 

donations we have received, will allow us to 

meet all of our promised missions through the 

end of the year.    

 

CLAM BAKE  SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 26, 5:00 PM  
 

Clams and chowder, chicken and sweet 

potatoes, corn on the cob and desert! 

Choose from three meal options that suit 

your clam-loving, shellfish averse, or 

vegetarian preferences. Advanced 

payment is needed to secure your 

order. Make checks to CPC with 

clambake on memo line. then sign up on 
the sheet in Fellowship Hall. Questions? 

Ask Sam Martillotta, 216-310-

3367 or smartillotta@mggmlpa.com. 

 
 

tel:216-310-3367
tel:216-310-3367
mailto:smartillotta@mggmlpa.com



