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I don’t typically begin this page with quotations from theologians. This month I do. Don’t tune out! It has everything to 
do with where we are and where God is leading us as a church. 
 
A favorite passage on the church comes from former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams in Tokens of Trust: An 
Introduction to Christian Belief. He writes: 
 

Christianity is a contact before it is a message. God is at work, God is communicating himself in flesh and blood, 
from the first moment Mary embraces her child. …And now God is at work in the continuing fellowship of flesh 
and blood humans who have received Jesus’ breath into themselves. …If the risen Jesus is not an idea or an image 
but a living person, we meet him in the persons he has touched, the persons who, whatever their individual failings 
and fears, have been equipped to take responsibility for his tangible presence in the world (92-93, emphasis added). 

 
The Christ we will soon remember as crucified and risen 2000 years ago is present in the world now as tangibly as then in 
the likes of you and me––in the Church–– even as we stumble in Christlike ways. 
 
That’s why in this Lenten season, as well as in the “Vision to Action” phase of our renewal, we keep talking about contact 
with our community. It’s why our bulletins have included invitations to share a meal––9:30 a.m., before worship––with 
all comers on Easter morning. Why we look to go to homes of neighbors needing help with yardwork and house 
maintenance. Why Lent worship has us exploring postures that grow us Christ-ward in “downward mobility.” These 
postures, such as love, forgiveness, attention, and grace are very much about the presence we have with others. 
 
Which is also to say, the kind of presence God has with others. For God is at work today no less than when Jesus died and 
was raised.  
 
A way to trust this is to breathe in and out, and claim by faith that Jesus is as present in us as the air we take in. We are 
living persons who, whatever our failings and fears, are God’s chosen way of making Jesus tangible to others. 
 
We might ask as Mary did, “How can this be?” God’s answer isn’t so much in words as in the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead. Which is the ultimate expression of the angel’s response to Mary: “Nothing is impossible for God” (Lk 1:37). 
 
Wishing you and all the Church an Easter tangible with Christ’s love, 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 
Additional CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP 
Begins Wednesday April 24th @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

Want to participate but you haven’t been able to come to the Saturday 
at 7am group… 
 

A group is forming to learn and practice this way of prayer that opens 
the minds and heart to the work of God in the depth of our being. In 
meditation, all are only beginners––all are welcome! Contact Pastor 
Reeves, matt@christpcusa.org or 440-729-1688. 

Chimes 



 

 

 

  

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 10:30 A.M. 
With children leading the palm branch processional, we will 
remember Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem among crowds 
shouting hosanna and blessing. Then we will enter Scripture’s 
story of Jesus’ last week, when he gave us a Holy Meal and 
opened himself to betrayal, denial, and crucifixion. 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 7:00 P.M. 
On the night before his arrest, Jesus took Passover bread and 
wine and made them signs of the life he would give for us. In 
this intimate service with contemplative music, we continue 
Holy Week’s drama by sharing the Lord’s Supper in the 
presence of Jesus, the Lover who commands us to love. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 7:00 P.M. 
The Friday Christians strangely call “good” is at the heart of our 
faith: dying our death, Jesus gives us life. This service of prayer 
with reflection on art showing Jesus’ road to the cross will open 
us to the depths of our rebellion against God, but also into the 
deeper love and grace shown to us in a crucified Savior. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21 
9:30 A.M. EASTER BREAKFAST 
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP 
Christ is risen, and risen indeed! This year, the morning starts 
with breakfast for all––invite friends, family and neighbors!–– 
before sharing in worship with special music, the Lord’s Supper, 
and hallelujahs at God’s victory and resurrection life. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The color purple marks the season of Lent. It is also the color for Palm Sunday and the beginning 
of Holy Week. The sanctuary is stripped of Paraments at the end of Maundy Thursday, remaining 
bare until Easter when it dons resurrection white. Eastertide stretches until Pentecost, in June. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Humpty Dumpty Back Together Again 
 

When my kids were little, I used to love to read nursery rhymes to them.  
Mostly, those rhymes were cute and fun, but there were definitely some  
that I left out of the rotation. I didn’t recite the ones about falling cradles 
and broken eggs. I guess I wanted to protect them for as long as I could  
from the sad endings. It’s possible I took it too far. 
 
No doubt, there are fairy tale times in life: all the “firsts” with our kids, new and exciting 
opportunities presenting themselves, ordinary days spent with those we love. Most of us can 
probably feel lucky that those times far outweigh the others, but in stark contrast, the other 
days do come. And that’s okay. 
 
We are in the midst of the time in Sunday school when we re-tell the Easter story. Although it’s 
tempting, we don’t skip over the sad parts (though we do put them there gently). Our K-2 
Sunday school class members were on their feet, quite indignant last month when hearing 
about the soldiers taking Jesus away and Peter denying him. But this month, we’ll tell them 
about Jesus coming back alive and then asking Peter to follow him. 
 
Struggle, disappointment, regret, and sadness are all part of the human experience. But 
because we’re Easter people, we know that even the worst situations can be redeemed. There 
can always be a chapter two. We may have to wait three days (or years), but we know that 
hope and love will emerge triumphant. Sometimes we can help it along. 
 
These are important lessons for our kids. We want them to know that no matter what happens 
in the world or in their life, there is a power stronger than any hurt, fear, or uncertainty they 
may experience. That power is love.  
 
So, let your child hear about the sad parts, but use those stories to point to the other side and 
another way. Fill them with the hope of redemption, and teach them how God works through 
sadness for ultimate good. If the nursery rhyme doesn’t always work out for them, then they’ll 
know that there can still be a happy ending.  
 
God Bless, and Happy Easter! 
  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
  

 

    Top ten Reasons to  

   Volunteer  

         For Roar VBS 

June 17-20  9:00 a.m. - Noon 
10. Help kids build a FEROCIOUS faith in Jesus! 

9.  You’ve always wanted to go on safari 

8.  You’ll have so much fun, all your worries will be IRR-ELEPHANT! 

7.  Get a chance to ROAR praise to God! 

6.  It’s a jungle out there, no one here will be HIPPO-CRITICAL. 

5.  Nowhere else can you have such a WILD good time! 

4.  It will be the MANE event of the summer! 

3.  NO LION-someone else will make daily snacks for free! 

2.  Helping kids know God will be an EXT-ROAR-DINARY experience! 
 

And the #1 reason you might want to sign up: 
 

 

Because VBS is not just about one week… It’s about ETERNITY! 
 

To Volunteer 

Contact Liz Palchick at lpalchick@yahoo.com 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CPC ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP  

MAY 18th - 8:00am – Noon 

It’s time for sprucing up our grounds and the inside 
of the church after this long, winter! Bring your 
work gloves and tools and stay for lunch 
afterwards! Sign-up in Fellowship Hall.  
For more information, contact  
Jane Lyon: 440-256-8944. 
 

 

THE RED BAG MINISTRY… collects food for the 

Geauga Hunger Task Force Food Pantry housed in 

our church.  

DONATING IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, and 3 

                    

                   1-Pick up a red reusable grocery bag  

          2- Fill with nonperishable food items 

    3- Return it the next Sunday  

 

WEAVE PALM CROSSES AFTER PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 

A special guest will be teaching palm weaving with palm fronds during 

coffee hour!  

Create a special family tradition of your own by incorporating these 

palms into an art activity to be cherished by your family for years to 

come. Create a spiritual activity everyone will look forward to each 

Lenten season. 



 

  

 



 

ANNIVERSARIES  
Tom & Margie Clapp 04/11 

Skip & Barbara Van Kampen 04/12 
Sam & Paula Martillotta 04/25 

Gary & Sandy Stumpf 04/28 

BIRTHDAYS  
Brad Moritz 04/03 
Frank Mormino 04/05 

Liz Palchick 04/05 

Brenda Varner 04/08 
Carson McCandless 04/09 

Jason Healey 04/10 
Stacey Johnson 04/10 

Jane Lyon 04/11 

Jonathan Moritz 04/14 
Christian Chenoweth 04/17 

John Johnson 04/17 
Frank Lyon 04/20 

Irene Wunderle 04/20 
Mary Keller 04/21 

Luke Russell 04/21 

Karen Perko 04/24 
Glenn Rex 04/24 

Leila Simpson 04/24 
Alex Goodin 04/26 

Trish Lawrence 04/26 

Sean Arp 04/30 
Carol Louis 04/30 

Cyndie Tropf 04/30 

Ann Wong 04/30 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT 
If you desire to purchase a special floral 

arrangement for a Sunday morning 
worship service, please contact: 

Trish Lawrence at: 
216-765-1064 or email 

pelawrence2012@gmail.com 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
If you desire to host a special Sunday 

morning, 
Coffee Hour in honor or in celebration of 

someone, 
please contact: 

Barbara Bodmer at: 
440-256-1181 or email 

bjbodmer@yahoo.com 

Church office hours: 

8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Monday - Thursday 
 

Contact Information 

Christ Presbyterian Church 

12419 Chillicothe Rd. 

Chesterland, OH 44026 

440-729-1688 

www.christpcusa.org 
 

Church Office e-mail: 

office@christpcusa.org 
 

Pastor Matt's e-mail: 

matt@christpcusa.org 

 

The Phone 

Prayer List 
Updates are 

being made to 

the Prayer Phone 

List … Would you 

like to be added 

to the list? Please 

contact Sandy 

Stumpf at  

440 729-7020. 
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