
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

One of my earliest and fondest memories of CPC is the Saturday nearly eight years ago when 
the church had a potluck supper the evening before I preached and was voted on as pastor. I 
recall many first-time meetings but more than that, I remember the feeling in the room even 
as I walked in. It was a buzzing warmth, perhaps from connections between people, eagerness 
to welcome, and anticipation of what God would do. 
 

As I prepare to leave for a six-week sabbatical that will run August 5 – September 15, I still feel 
that buzz and warmth, flowing from the church’s connectedness to each other and God, desire 
for our family’s wellness, and expectancy for how God will lead us into the future. 
 

A large part of that future will involve recommitment to fruitful life as people of relationship 
and service, the very qualities that so struck me as I first got to know CPC. At its July meeting, 
the Session named relationship and service as the two areas of our life that will focus our 
action on our vision. While God often surprises, in this case these focus areas elicit more a 
knowing, resonant, “Yes.” As we said in our December 2016 Heritage event that kicked off our 
renewal season, relationship and service are dominant strands of the church’s DNA. 
 

In worship on August 18, some of our leaders will share more about how God is leading us to 
devote ourselves to these gospel expressions, both together and in our community. I know 
that relationship and service will be in my consciousness as during my sabbatical, for this time 
won’t only be for restoration and reflection on ministry, but also for further equipping to help 
the church keep renewing by God’s Word and Spirit. 
 

Please pray for me for those things. Because while I look forward to how God will work in us 
during our time apart, I anticipate even more the relational and service-focused life into which 
God will lead us. What a gift that God is further developing qualities of CPC that, by Divine 
grace, are already there. 
 
With you in faith,  
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Spiritual Formation Committee looks forward to spending time in study with you in the 
coming months at Adult Sunday School which commences weekly at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
Library.  As summer gradually draws to a conclusion and as the fall approaches, we will be 
exploring the relational and serving life God is calling us to live into as individuals and as the 
body of Christ in the Community: 
 

August 4 -- no Sunday School (Summer Brunch).  

August 11, 18, 25 & September 1: During these four weeks, we will  

return to Brian McLaren’s: We Make the Way by Walking.  

August 11, the Spirit of Love: Loving Neighbor  

August 18, the Spirit of Love: Loving Self 

August 25, the Spirit of Unity and Diversity 

September 1, the Spirit of Service 

 

                    September 8, 15, 22 & 29, and October 6 & 13: we will work in a  

                   study written by John Ortberg entitled, 2 Corinthians: Serving from the  

                   Heart. The study will present encounters with God’s Word, community- 

                   building opportunities, and life-changing applications, designed to  

                  guide us as we come to know, love, serve and celebrate with each other. 

   

 

October 20, 27, November 3, 10, 17 & 24: we will present a 6-week video  

study of  Andy Stanley’s: Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus 

Unleashed for the World. In this study, we will “…consider the faith modeled  

by our first century brothers and sisters who had no official Bible, and little  

chance of survival. What made their faith so irresistible?”  

Join join in these studies as God continues to form our spirit and our lives in Christ.  
 
The Spiritual Formation and Prayer Committee:  
Pastor Matt, Shirley Wood, Cory Keller and Sam Martillotta 
 



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls and meals while my wife  

Eva was hospitalized. 
 

She is recovering and improving every day.  
 

Your thoughtfulness and generosity during this time is very  

much appreciated by me and my family. 
 

Jerry 

 
                              
 
 
 

 
The Board of Deacons would like to stay in touch 

with your students as they take on a new chapter 

in their life. Throughout the year we will send out 

notes of encouragement and birthday wishes and 

possibly a surprise or two! Whether your student 

is new to post-high school life this year or going in 

to the last stretch, we want them to know their 

church family is supporting them all the way. 

Please contact the church office or Debbie Brooks 

with your student’s mailing address and birthday 

at Debbie@Brooks1.com.  

We look forward to seeing where God leads our 

students! 

 

 

Attention  
Parents & Grandparents 

Of College and Trades 
Bound Students 

 

 

Senior’s Next Social 
September 8th at the Church Cookout. There will 
be a table reserved. 

See You All There – Charlotte Wood 
P.S. We had 9 at Wah Sun. It was a fun time 
together. 

mailto:Debbie@Brooks1.com


 
 

 
 
 
Little Yogis 
 
As you all know, I LOVE children’s books. So I have loved diving into some new and old favorites while 
preparing lessons for this summer’s 9:30 a.m. intergenerational story class.  
Borrowing themes from Pastor Matt’s “Life on the Road” preaching series, our books led us through 
discussions on what it means to be a child of God, how we can find God in the darkest places, and how God 
dreams for us, feeds our courage, and shows us where hope can grow. After nine weeks together, I venture to 

say that our multi-aged class is no longer surprised by the richness, depth, and 
beauty we find in stories written for children.  
 
As wonderful as I found all of these books to be, however, my best find of the 
summer did not come from our reading list. In the course of preparing our final 
lesson on the importance of Sabbath time, I happened upon a set of books by 
author and educator, Mariam Gates, two of which I must highlight here: Good 
Night Yoga and its companion, Good Morning Yoga.  
 
These books guide children through 
exercises in yoga and meditation, 

helping to ease them peacefully through two significant transitions in 
their day. In Good Night Yoga, children imagine themselves 
reaching out to the stars and then shaping their bodies like the 
crescent moon ushering in the night. “The little blue cat who lives in 
the moon whispers, ‘Good night, world.’ You’ll be dreaming 
soon.” 

 
As they begin their new day, Good Morning Yoga moves children through 
confident poses reminiscent of the natural world, full of energy and joy. 
“Today I’m an explorer, calm and awake, crossing bridges on the paths I 
take, sailing boats on the journeys I make.” 
 
In addition to a narrated sequence of 
genuine yoga poses, each book also 
includes a guided visualization, to end a 

child’s day gently or following a deep rest, to escort them back into their world 
again with boldness and intention. For bringing awareness, peace, and calm 
into a child’s sunsets and sunrises, these books are winning…and so is the wise 
adult who turns on the soothing music and joins in.  
 
God Bless. 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Goodin 

Children's Ministry 

elizabeth@christpcusa.org 

 



 

 

 
 

  

OCTOBER 15TH 
THROUGH 

NOVEMBER 23RD 
Stay tuned! More 

details coming soon! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEMS FOR FEBRUARY:  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Kickoff - Missions Cookout 
Sunday September 8th - After Worship 

 

Save the date of Sunday 8th for our fall kickoff luncheon. This year we will have a cookout 
in the pavilion. The church will provide hotdogs and hamburgers. Please bring a dish for 
all to enjoy.  
 

After lunch we will assemble hygiene kits from World Vision for families who have been 
victims of disaster. Keeping clean is an important part of remaining healthy, but families 
who have fled their homes because of disaster often struggle to afford these necessary 
supplies. The kits can be purchased from CPC for $16.00. 
Plan to join in this fun and meaningful event! 
 

Here is what the Deacons have been up to lately. 

We had a great turnout for our June outreach dinner – 34 people came!  The outreach dinner is held at the Baptist church 
the third Thursday of each month. The next dates are August 15th and Sept. 19th. We always welcome any support you can 
give this event. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex. 

We had a ‘Dinner and a Movie’ night for all to come out and enjoy.  About 40 people, church members and community, 
enjoyed hot dogs and hamburgers and a baseball themed movie with an ice cream dessert. 

Deacons have noted that some of our members would like to get to church on Sunday, but need assistance getting there. 
If you would like a ride, or if you are willing to provide a ride, please contact Trish Lawrence or the church office. We will 
try to coordinate a list to help people out. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SHARE IN OUTREACH TO CASE & CSU INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: Support 
InterVarsity's International Student Ministry at Case Western and Cleveland State 
Universities. Give used items suitable for apartment living for new graduate 
international students. Drop off items at Church of the Saviour’s Great Hall on Friday 
Aug 9 or email bok.chew@intervarsity.org for pickup and assistance prior to Aug 9th.  
Or help with delivery and transportation on the morning of the giveaway, Saturday, 
August 10, 9am.  
 

The RED BAG Items 
Needed for the Food 
Pantry in August  
Any type of:  
Soup  
Cereal 
Rice 
Noodles  
Potato Side Dish 
Pasta Sauce 

 Thank you  
for your generous donations 

 of school supplies 
for children of Geauga County! 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rusty & Cindy Wenger 08/04 

Rob and Lindsay Russell 08/07 

Eric and Andrea Milnar 08/10 

Brian & Ralista Warner 08/17 

Jim & Jeanette Metcalf 08/18 

Henry & Marsha Fischer 08/21 

Russell & Doris Wenger 08/24 

Gary & Angela Karges 08/26 

Jim & Joy Kule 08/26 

Cory & Chris Keller 08/27 

Richard & Gail Rye 08/27 

Josh & Jaclyn Chenoweth 08/28 

Ron & Sue Congdon 08/29 

Craig & Meghan Zimmerman 08/29 

Bethany Bergman 08/01 

Jayne Fairfield 08/01 

Rachel Mykrantz 08/04 

Miriam Strebeck 08/05 

Brian Warner 08/07 

Mac Mcarthur 08/09 

Nikolas Warner 08/09 

Caitlyn Arp 08/10 

Eileen Mormino 08/12 

Louise Reames 08/12 

Rachel Bergman 08/15 

Gail Sabo 08/16 

Melody Goodin 08/18 

Joy Wehagen 08/18 

Fin Van Zuylen 08/22 

Mark Goodin 08/26 

Marilyn Russell 08/27 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT 
If you desire to purchase a 

special floral arrangement for 
a Sunday morning worship 

service, please contact: 
Trish Lawrence at: 

216-765-1064 or email 
pelawrence2012@gmail.com 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
If you desire to host a special 

Sunday morning, 
Coffee Hour in honor or in 
celebration of someone, 

please contact: 
Barbara Bodmer at: 

440-256-1181 or email 

bjbodmer@yahoo.com 

Church office hours: 
8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

Monday - Thursday 
 

Contact Information 
Christ Presbyterian Church 

12419 Chillicothe Rd. 
Chesterland, OH 44026 

440-729-1688 
 

Website: 
www.christpcusa.org 

 

Church Office e-mail: 
office@christpcusa.org 

 

 

PASTOR MATT IS ON SABATICAL 
August 5 – Sept. 15. 

 
For pastoral care emergencies, call 
the church office at 440-729-1688 

Monday to Thursday, 
8:30am – 3:00pm. 

 
After office hours, call Aland Smith, 

440-279-4682 or 724-456-7894. 

 

mailto:pelawrence2012@gmail.com
mailto:arau@lincolnelectric.com

