Chimes

Christ Presbyterian Church

Christmas is, perhaps, the most sensuous of holidays—the glowing lights, scents of baked goods and spice, and sounds
of bells, carols, and songs. It’s our senses that strum our heartstrings. It's no wonder we so love Christmas!

Luke’s birth narrative is sensuous but not in such a festive way. Dirt from dusty Palestinian roads clings to Mary and
Joseph on their Bethlehem journey. The stable of Jesus’ birth is ripe with hay and manure. The manger where they lay
Baby Jesus is seasoned in layers of slop. Angels burst upon shepherds like fireworks, both in their dazzling appearance and
explosive announcement, “A Savior is born, the Messiah!” When they tell that message at the manger it is scented with
odors of body and sheep.

Whether in our family traditions or in the witness of Scripture, Christmas tells us that God is received and trusted
not only through ideas and doctrines, important as they may be, but also in the flesh-experience of what we touch, taste,
hear, see, and smell. Which is only appropriate! Christmas is the day that celebrates God becoming a fully sensed human
being. Christmas is the feast of the incarnation—God becoming flesh, becoming carnal.

We are least sensory-aware when we are most rushed. Have you ever tried to smell a rose quickly? How much of
that fast food meal did you actually taste as you wolfed it down? And it’s in the frenzied, distracted life that we are least
God-aware. Which might suggest an “incarnation training” discipline:

Take your favorite sense of Christmas and lean into it until it’s God’s path to you.

Really feel the pine until it announces that, in Christ, God becomes “creation” (what’s a human being if not creation?),
to hallow and redeem all creation. Listen to— better yet, sing!—a holiday song until it awakens you to God’s plan that
our bodies should be resound with Gospel news. Breathe in the scent of spice until it proclaims Christ as the “aroma” of
heaven wafting through the earth.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer emphasized that, in Christ, God became fully human so we would be fully human. Christmas tells
us that life with God isn’t about escaping our humanity. It’s about embracing it as much as the Savior who makes us
divinely human!

This year, may the church celebrate Christmas not only with all his heart and soul, but also with all its body. After all,
that’s what Jesus did, coming among us as the embodied God who saw, smelled, felt, heard, and touched the world he
was saving.

Mark Your Calendar:
A blessedly sensuous Christmas to you all,
ADVENT PRAYER STUDY SUNDAYS 9:30AM
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DECEMBER 18™, 10:30AM

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES
CHRISTMAS EVE, 5:00pPM CHRISTMAS DAY, 10:30AM



News In Our Lives

Please join us for our Christmas
Pageant,

Christmas Eve Worship

. .Y
- ~__Meny Christmas_& =—

New Star

Presented by the youth and chil
December 18

i ( 10:30am

Saturday, December 24 5:00pm
Traditional Family Candlelight Service

Christmas Day Worship

Following the pageant plan to stay for an

Advent Lunch

Sponsored by the C

Committee

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SAMARITAN 05 PURSE

OFFTHEY GO! Thank you to all who helped to spread the Good
News!! This year, Christ Presbyterian Church lovingly packed 31
boxes to minister to children around the world. If you are tracking
your box, we would love to hear where it lands.

Sunday, December 28

10:30am

Chapel Circle Christmas
Luncheon
Wednesday, December 2
Al Bass Lake Inn
12:00pm

ADVENTCLASS ON PRAYER

0Godds Silence in

Sundays, November 27 8 December 18, 9:30am

the churchds Advent

c citance gnd stiliness. Come learn and

Many of
Jesusao

experience ancient forms of Christian meditation and
contemplative prayer that nurture interior stillness and
unceasing communion with Christ. Especially in the hustle

of the pre -Christmas season, God invites us to dwell in the

deep silence of his love poured into our hearts in Jesus

Christ. Led by Pastor Matt Reeves in the Library.

Creative Play Option

Games, Art, Music
Preschool through Grade 2
10:45 - 11:30 a.m.

.Downstairs

December 4" and 11t
Children not rehearsing for the pageant may
join their families in worship.

Creative Play will next meet on January 8"
to begina unit on

Prayer




Children®

~Little Cub has a question for her Mommy
2 Little Cub wants Mama Bear to take her on an expedition to find Santa & they live in
the North Pole, after all. Wise Mama Bear does take her on a search, but as they
observe together the power of a falling glacier and the surprise of a tiny flower
peeking through the snow, they instead find God. As mother and child stand
admiring the northern |ights, Mama expl
that we would know light fr om dark. Jesus is the light of the world. Jesus is how God
gave us Christmas. 6 As they wal k, Mama |
are many more images in God Gave Us Christmasby Lisa Tawn Bergren, all of Which ., 1t B 210 bl m",d
point to a God who loved us eno ugh to give us the best present of all. There are
certain conversations between parent and child brimming with opportunity for
grace-filled teaching. This is one of them.

Open to All
AN Parents &

S
Grandparents

12/4 12/11 | 12/18 | 12/25 CPC Parent Support Group
Meeting Sundays at 9:30am in Rm 8

Advent Pageant Dress Christmas | No Sunday
(Jesus is Born) Rehearsal Pageant School

Christma:
% Pageant Dress Christmas | No Sunday The 5 Love Languages of Childrel

- Gr. Meeting the Christ
K-Gr.2 : , Rehearsal Pageant School )
Child The group will resume on

Advent Pageant Dresy Christmas | No Sunday
(Bible Skills & Gameg Rehearsal Pageant School

December 4™ will be
our finaldiscussion on

Preschool

Gr.3 -Gr.5 January 8" with new topics.

Announcing the 2016 Pageant Schedule
Christmas Pageant... Dec 4

10:45am Scene 6 only

S ‘ Dec 11"

B, O 9:30am -11:3@m

Old Star tells a younger Ne\;' Star all about the 1st Christmas.

All Cast Members Dress Rehearsal

A[ong with New Star, we learn that Jesus Christ is the true Dec 18"

reason we celebrate Christmas. 10:30am Christmas Pageant

Cast arrive by 9:30 for costumes and rehearsal



http://www.parentshelpingparents.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Gave-Christmas-Lisa-Tawn-Bergren/dp/1400071755

C h I I d re n (AB Elizabeth Goodin

Children's Ministry Director
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

Simple Gifts

ra ¢S SYUuSNI I y20KSNJ ! RSy i aSlazys L &adzalLlSOoi
parents, lthink we put too much pressure y 2 dzNBE St @Sa G2 YL ydzFl Ol dzNB
all the while forgetting that the magic is already there, only wanting to be noticed.

Christmas magic is not to be found in the things we can buy or create; it is felt in the momentsSFor A
the closeness around the family room, the laughter, the hugs of greeting from the people that God has b
into my life, and finally in the candles lighting up the dark sanctuary on Christmas Eve. This year, | want
more time to appeciate those gifts. An article | read recently called it a simple, meaningful, anbusy
l ROSy o 528ayQild GKIFIG az2dzyR yAOSK

CKIGQa ¢gKeée L f20S | yPinterRrShis ydaKregardiig Gigiving. fnafidtt tolchrt the
commercialisn and shine light on the true meaning of the season, parents are embragalpURGIFTRULE
It goes like this: Gifts to their children are limited to four items in four categories:

1. Something yoWANT
2. Something yoWNEED
3. Something tONVEAR
4. Something taREAD

This gives parents a chance to slow down and to mak@igiftg to each of their children especially thought
and meaningful. It also sends the message to their kids that the Spirit of Christmas is less about what
and more about what you give.

Parent blogger, Mary Tanner Wilson, took the idea further and created special gift tags that incor
Scripture to remind her children at Christmas of the wonderful gift and true source of our joy that come
from God. She has made her gift tagaitable for all, and they may be downloaded, and prinbgd

clicking here.

This Christmas, may éhSpirit move you and your family to experience the hope, love, joy, and peace th:
coming of our Savior brings, and then may you share it with others who might especially need to f¢
strength and magic.

God Bless, and Merry Christmas!

E,/Wé



http://096bfb6156e88b4f14f7-64aaf2d87ba050305a8c250db2b75557.r87.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/g/0e4731989_1450111028_gifttagschristmas20152.pdf

Cory Fetzer

YO uth Youth Ministry Director

cory@christpcusa.org
330-472-6988 (cell)

Messy Ministry

Teenagers are messy. | think it has something to do with the lack of forward thinking and that their limbs are
growing too quickly and they become clumsy. In my years of youth ministry | & seen:broken windows,
furniture, ceilings panels, video game controllers, doors, and pool table sticks; food and drinks left out for
days or weeks; lost shoes, socks, headphones, all manner of iPods, phones, and bibles; Nerf darts in every
conceivable nook and cranny; and more Mountain Dew stained carpet that | can comprehend. This is not even
a comprehensive list, just the things | can remember immediately. But the point is this: doing life with
teenagers is not clean or organized at times.

And students a r e jugh physical messes,sometimes t h e yspiritual or emotio nal messestoo. The most well-
put together teens can sometimes have the most turmoil inside.

So this is where | come in: | walk alongside students in their messand journey with them towards Christ. Just
like missionaries overseas,| 0 been trained to do this by immersing myself into their culture and reaching
them where they are, in their mess,to help them see a New Life. Either when they make physical messesor
when they feel messyinside, | love to reach students who a r e peffect. Students who d o hHave a lot of
experience with church are my favorites becausethey d o nhide their messes- they put everything out there
for all to see.But even teens that have been to church every Sunday of their lives are messy,t h e yjdstv e
learned to hide it better. Evenat my time here at CPCl 0§ seenthe messinessof our students - and the
Mountain Dew stains in the carpet to prove it.

But if things are messy, if the carpets are stained, if accidents happen it meansthat t h e yhére, &nd not
somewhere else. Only empty churches stay clean and while | d o ngiomote messiness,it does show me that
this building is being used for more than cobwebs.

| dentremely grateful for the opportunity to lead our students, and | d o ntake it for granted in any way.
Middle school and high school are 7 quick years of major life development and I & hunored to be a part of
the mess of adolescence.| & aifso very encouraged by the responsesto our recent church-wide vision event
where lots of us voiced our concern for the community and for those who d o nkindw Jesusyet. This is where
my heart is and what | & passionate about; helping those who d o nkindw, or have been hurt before by the
church and helping them see Jesusfor who He is.| 8 ercited to see how we asa whole church can help those
who need Jesusand how this mission moves us forward in the future. It w o n iBeteasy, but it will be fun, and

it will definitely be messy. CJIZL/
UPCOMING BVENTS

YOUTH GROUP Join us each Sunday night from 6-7:30 for youth group! We always have room
for new and old friends!
CHRISTMAS PARTY 8 December 18", Wear an Ugly Christmas Sweater!! 6-7:30pm

CPCsServeis December 20 (5:30pm departure from CPC- arrive back at church at 8:30pm)

| 6atways available to hang out after school or church and grab some food if anyone wants to hang out!!



mailto:cory@christpcusa.org

ALPHABET THEATRE /| COTTON PATCH GOSPEL

Deacons

CALLING ALL BAKERS!
IT'S TIME TO THINK ABOUT BAKING
CHRISTMAS COOKIES!!

Once again, we would like to have festive coffee
hours during the month of December. Let’s
celebrate Christmas with our CPC family! It

would be very much appreciated if some of your
favorite Christmas cookies could fill our tables

during coffee hour. Share your Christmas Cookies
with your church family. If you have any questions,
please call Cyndie Tropf at 440-729-3764.:»\‘
Thank you sooooooo much.

This Christmas, the Deacons have adopted a local family in
partnership with WomenSafe . Look for the gift tags on the

Christmas "giving trees" in Fellowship Hall. All unwrapped
gifts with itemized tags must be returned to CPC by Sunday,
December 11.

Please contact Joy Kule with questions at 440 -729-2992.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

4

9:00am Joyful Noise
9:15am Adult Choir
*Sunday Morning
Schedule
MmmMYnplY [/ KA
Ministries Committee
2:00pmJoseph and the
Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat(CVLT)

11
9:15am Choir Rehearsa
*Sunday Morning
Schedule
10:30am Christmas
PageanhMeeting

11:45am Mission
Committee
6:00pm Youth Group

18
9am Joyful Noise

9:15amChoir Rehearsal
*Sunday Morning
Schedule
10:30Worship Service
Christmas Pageant
6:00pm Youth Group

25
b 1
( .
“‘?{ER*STMAS
10:30am

Christmas Morning
Worship

5

9am-10:15am Yoga,
ﬂ_l
7:30pm DeaconBm
#8

7:30pm Men's
Discussion Group

12

9-10:15am Yog&H
1:00pm Staff Meeting
7pm Adult Ministries
Meeting

7pm Youth Ministries
Meeting

7:30pm Men's
Discussion Group

19
9am-10:15am YogéH

7pm Property &
Maintenance Rm #8

7:30pm Men's
Discussion Group

26

9am-10:15am Yog&H
1:00pm Staff

7:30pm Men's
Discussion Group

6
9am Praye GroupRR

6:30BootcampFH

13
9am Prayer GrouRR

6:30pm Bootcamp

EH

20
9am Prayer GroupR

6:30pm Bootcamp
EH

7pm Sessiohibrary

27
9am Prayer GrouRR

6:30pm New
InitiativesPR

6:30pm BootcampEH

7

6:30am Men'SBible
Study Arabica
9am10:15am
YogaFH

6:00pm CubScouté
Tigers

14

6:30am Men's Bible
Study Arabica

9am-10:15am Yog&H
11:30 am Chapel Circli
7:00pm Girl Scout
Leader MeetindEH

21

6:30am Men's Bible
Study Arabica
9am10:15am Yog&H

28

6:30amMen's Bible
Study Arabica
9am-10:15am Yog&H

Sunday Morning Schedule

1
7:00pm Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

7:00pm Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

7-9pm Alphabet
Theatre,FH

15

10:45am¢ 2pm
Garden ClubgH

6:00pm Worship
Committee RR

22

29

9:15 Adult Choir Rehearsal
9:30 Sunday school (all ages)
10:30 Worship

10:45 Pageant Rehearsal

2 3
yYnnlyY a !
Study

Office Closed

9 10
3:30 Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

AFS Christmas Party

Office Closed

16 17

8:00am Men's Bible
Study

Office Closed

23 24
5:00pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight

Worship
Office Closed

30 31
yYnnlY
Study

a$s)

Office Closed
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LOOKING AHEAD... :
The last day for submitting your 2016 contributions to Christ :
Presbyterian Church will be Saturday, December 31, 2016.

B|rthday3 All checks must be dated by December 31, 2016 to be accepted in the 2016

statements of giving.

Charlotte Wood I2I02 ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
Lori Zagarskas 1202 CPC Financial Update

Irene Clyde 12/06 2016 Operating Budget
Susan Congdon 12/06 lilieiEnzs

Heidi Minick Starke 12/08 Month Actual Income Actual Expenses  (Incomef
Expenses)

Janet Davis 12/14 JanOct  $209,087.65 $204,466.01 $4,621.64
Andrew Fondrk 12/14 Reserve asofJan1  $ 3,686.66
Creola Lambert 12/14 Operating Fund Balance $ 8,308.30

Maridee Bello 12/18 Please keep your pledge up to date to support our operating budget.
Eli Milnar 12/19
Karen Arp 12/20 Church office hours:
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Dave Wunderle 12/20 Monday - Thursday
Chris Keller 12/25
Contact Information
Matt Reeves 12/25 Christ Presbyterian Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Mary Jane Washburn 12/25 Chesterland, OH 44026
Dushan Bouchek 12/27 440-729-1688
Fax: 440-729-3733
Anne McCaslin 12/31
Website:
www.christpcusa.org
Anniversaries :
Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
Jim & Darlene Hart 12/27
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
Ron & SUS)’ Knight 12/28 matt@christpcusa,org
A Find uson
’ B8 Facebook

Eﬂf B&g Murustrg DECEMBER NEEDS

The Food Pantry needs for December include jars of

Pasta Sauce, spaghetti (no whole wheat), tuna,
noodle side dishes, Rice-a-Roni, all types of canned
Soup, Macaroni & Cheese.



file:///C:/Users/Debbi/Dropbox/CPC%20Sharing/www.christpcusa.org
https://www.facebook.com/christpcusa/

