It’s been cold outside! Scary cold, at least for the San Diegan remaining in me. It’s healthy, I tell
myself, to acknowledge the vulnerability that comes with being human!
But it’s also been beautiful––patterns the polar-cold makes in the ice; the squeak of snow in
negative digits; the sound of birdsong on a subzero morning; a hawk gliding across a white
sunlit field; my marveling at Strider, our Alaskan Malamute, who seems to prefer one degree
and windy to sixty-six degrees indoors.
There’s a message for the church in this. God calls us into the world, where we can feel
vulnerable. But it’s precisely in the world where, amid our fears, we find hosts of God’s gifts.
It’s in our going out that we find how alive God really is!
At last Sunday’s Annual Meeting, the Renewal Coordinating Team described 2019 as a year we
will step into God’s call by turning vision to action. We’ll take the Vision we’ve been receiving––
“Loving God, sharing relationships, serving others from the heart of Christ”––and ask in
committees, teams, and as a whole congregation, what we must do to live it out. Then we’ll
form an action plan to do just that.
Along the way, we’ll have a choice. Where the Vision asks us to step out in ways that feel
unfamiliar, we can focus on fears and vulnerability, or we can look for gifts that are surely there,
discovering God’s beauty in what we are doing.
On frigid days, it can take a little courage to go out. But when one does, gifts abound. I look
forward to stepping out with you to live God’s Vision for CPC.
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News in Our Life Together
On Behalf of the Deacons
A grateful “Thank You” to everyone for being so generous with your Christmas Eve offerings. Because of you, we
will be able to do God’s work inside our Church and out in the community with this money. Thanks again for
being such a caring and generous Church.
A big thank you all those who baked the delicious cookies for our Christmas Coffee Hour
And…last but not least, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for going out of your way to help the Outreach
Family. We wanted to share with you how much your generosity is appreciated. The Outreach family was amazed
at all the gifts and Gift cards they received. It was probably their best Christmas in many years.
Your unconditional kindness spreads the warmth of being connected as one greater extended family.

In His Service,
The Deacons

Join us for a
Youth and Adult 6-week study
Saturdays, 6:30-8:30pm
March 2-April 6
Hosted by Bill and Tina Fischer.
Let’s eat, learn, and talk together!
Call or email Tina
With questions and to RSVP.
capfischer99@gmail.com
216-536-4588.
Book in Narthex. Friends welcome!

NEW ADULT LEARNING: “VANISHING GRACE,” FEB. 3 – March 3, 9:30am.
All his life, journalist Philip Yancey has been asking, “Why does the church stir up such negative feelings?” This video
study will explore “What’s so good about the Good News,” reasons Christians have lost respect in a post-Christian
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culture, and what it means for Christians to live as compelling Good News people today. Led by Sam Martillotta &
Cory Keller in the Library.

Annual Meeting – January 27, 2019

At the Annual Congregational Meeting we
heard:
●From the Session and Renewal Coordinating
Team about 2019 as a season for renewal.
●Gave thanks for those who served as deacons
and ruling elders.
●Voted on Pastor Reeves' 2019 terms of call.

If you would like a copy of the Annual Report
please contact the Church Office.
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Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

Kids’ Space
I recently came across a sentence in an article on
children’s faith formation that made me stop and
say, “Yes!”

“God doesn’t have grandkids – only kids.”

I’m guessing that you would react in the same way to this statement because it’s one of our operating philosophies
at Christ Church. Our kids are important to God, so they’re important to us. They’re here and now, journeying by
our side. You can see their significance in the way we value programs planned just for them and in the ways we
make a place for them in our shared life together. These practices impact, probably more than we realize, how our
kids look at church and ultimately how they view this faith life that we’re nurturing in them.

This is why I’m so excited about our latest project. Our newly
renovated Fellowship Hall now has a space devoted entirely to
our children. In this new space, there are kid-sized benches
with cubbies for toys, books, and art supplies. Our kids will
also be able to sit at tables and chairs that are just the right size
for them. Moms, Dads, and Grandparents can be close by
sipping their coffee while their children enjoy fellowship hour
doing what they like to do, in a safe place.

I’m glad for the statement that this makes: “We’ve thought
about you. There’s a place for you here.” How wonderful if this contributes to their (and their family’s) sense of
belonging in this church.

To me, all the signs of children around our church are signs of life. Youthful. Exuberant. Inclusive. Together.
These are good words for a church renewing itself to live into its future.

God Bless.
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Save the Date!
VBS 2019

June 17 – 20
9 a.m. to Noon
Ages 3 years through Grade 4

Make VBS your child’s “mane” event this summer!
This epic African adventure engages the whole herd.
At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate a
ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life.
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Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

In preparation Souper Bowl Sunday
assembling soup mixes, trail mixes, and
other handmade items to offer for
purchase. Funds raised will be donated to
Presbyterian missions to impact need
throughout the world.
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Do You Know a Family in Need?
Birthright, Chardon, through the generosity of the area Churches and private donations, now has
our shelves filled with Winter clothing for children sizes Newborn – 6T. Boots, coats, hats, gloves,
and so much more, are available. Please pass this information along to our most vulnerable so no
child has to go without this Winter. Know a pregnant women who needs maternity clothes? We
have those too. Please stop by our office, located next to Joey’s Restaurant, in Chardon, check us
out on FB or give us a call at 440-286-9711.

Thursday, February 21, 2019

Collection for Next Step Home
The Mission Committee is leading a collection of paper products for the Next Step Home, which serves
young people leaving foster care.
When shopping please consider making a purchase of paper towels, bathroom tissue, Kleenex or copy
paper––it helps make a difference in someone’s life!
Please contact Sandy Stumpf with any questions at 440-708-8170.
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Dick &BIRTHDAYS
Gail Sabo
MARINO, Andrew
KARGES, Angela
BIRTHDAYS
KULE, Joy
AndrewGavin
Marino
PALCHICK,
SCHAEFFER,
Sharon
Angie Karges
KNIGHT, Ron
Joy Kule
CHENOWETH, Jaclyn
Maddox
Monsman
MORITZ,
Conor
GavinElizabeth
Palchick
MORITZ,
KELLER,
SharonJillian
Schaeffer
MARTILLOTTA, Samuel Jr
Ron Knight
HASSETT, Patricia
GOODMAN, Mary
ELSWICK, Carmen
ELSWICK, Madeleine
GEAR, Susan
MCCASLIN, Paul
FISCHER, Tina
CARLTON, Dolly
BELLO, Victor
REEVES, Gareth

Anniversaries
02/01
02/02
02/04
02/05
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/07
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/13
02/16
02/19
02/20
02/20
02/20
02/24
02/26
02/27
02/28

WHEN THE WEATHER OUTSIDE
GETS FRIGHTFUL
CHECK FOR EVENT
CANCELLATIONS:
 Your E-mail
 CPC Website:
 CPC Facebook
 Call the church office:
CPC Office is closed when West
Geauga schools are closed.

HETRICK, Ralph & Donna

02/01

MCARTHUR, Mac & Liz

02/07

FISCHER, Bill & Tina

02/13

SABO, Dick & Gail

02/15

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT
If you desire to purchase a
special floral arrangement for a
Sunday morning worship
service, please contact:
Trish Lawrence at:
216-765-1064or email
pelawrence2012@gmail.com
COFFEE HOUR
If you desire to host a special
Sunday morning,
Coffee Hour in honor or in
celebration of someone,
01/01
please contact:
Barbara Bodmer at:
440-256-1181 or email
bjbodmer@yahoo.com

OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE IN “PER
CAPITA” APPORTIONMENT
Each year CPC shares in life of the
Presbytery, the Synod, and
General Assembly of the PCUSA
by giving a per capita (permember) apportionment that
supports various administrative
and mission costs. This year our
contribution is $32.41 per
member. Giving all or a portion of
your family’s per capita, using the
designated envelope in your
offering envelopes box or by
submitting a check with “per

capita” on the notation line,
frees up CPC budget funds for
other missions efforts.

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019
If you have not picked your box up yet,
please let the office know so
arrangements can be made for you to
receive them.
• The initial offering envelope is to
offset the cost of these boxes. Each
box of pledge envelopes costs less
than $5.00.

Church office hours:
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Contact Information
Christ Presbyterian Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-1688
www.christpcusa.org

Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
01/02
matt@christpcusa.org
01/02
01/03
01/05
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