Christ Presbyterian Church
I like the practice of New Year’s resolutions. Yes, I know the statistics: 80% of resolutions (or more, depending
on whose stats you trust) fail by the end of February. And yes, I’ve made change intentions that are among the
80%! Still, to live with change as possible and desirable is essential to full living.
The possibility and desirability of change is also essential to the gospel. Growth to think and live differently
than five years ago, or even last month, is a mark of aliveness to the Spirit of God.
Among Jesus’ first words in Mark’s Gospel are: “The time has come. …Repent…!” (Mk 1:15) That is, it’s time to
change, and the time is now! In Bible’s next to last chapter, a voice from God’s throne says, “I am making
everything new!” (Rev 21:5). That is, I’m changing everything toward better, more-beautiful alignment with the
kingdom of God!
But it’s easy to hear these words individualistically, as having to do with my life to the exclusion of our life.
Have you ever heard of a New Year’s resolution by group, community, or even a church? Is this why so many
don’t stick? That we make them on our own, not with others also seeking and stumbling to live them out?
One of Christ Church’s 2018 accomplishments was a process of study and discernment that resulted in the
articulation a vision statement: “Loving God, sharing relationships, serving others from the heart of Christ.” The
intention of this vision is to test it, whether it really reflects the kind of people God would have us be. And
then, if it does, to really live it with resolve together. To join in acting out a mission that flows from it.
As with any resolution, a mission flowing from a worthy vision would mean growth into truer, fuller, more
faithful life as a church gathered by God and sent for Christ’s purpose. Also, as with any resolution, the
necessary change, growth, and different ways of living will come with emotional friction and, let’s be honest,
resistance because life-change is hard. It’s hard for us individually, it’s hard for us corporately.
But the resolution that defines our future most isn’t ours but God’s. God resolves to work in the world with the
same love, mercy, and justice that marked Jesus’ life. We’re just blessed and challenged to be part of God’s
gospel resolution.
With such a God as our source, guide, and goal, we have an exciting year ahead! I wish you personally and all of
us together a year of fresh growth in the ways of God’s kingdom,

Mark Your Calendar:
January 28: The Annual
Congregational Meeting
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February 3: Souper Bowl Sunday

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!
Jeff and Sara Healey, and their children Jason and Taylor.
Lissa Van Zuylen, and her children, Fineas and Ruby
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

NEW ADULT LEARNING

AFTER WORSHIP, JANUARY 27

BEGINS, JANUARY 6
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:"LOVING GOD,"

At the Annual Congregational Meeting we will hear
a word from the Session and Renewal Coordinating
Team about 2019 as a season for renewal, give
thanks for those who have served as deacons and
ruling elders, and vote on Pastor Reeves' 2019
terms of call. Annual Reports will be sent
electronically and will available in the Narthex on
Sunday, January 20

In both the Old and New Testament, and most
especially in the teaching of Jesus, loving God is
the beginning and end of life. At the start of a new
year, join to reflect on the practice of loving God
and the shape it gives to our lives. Meeting in the
Library, led by Shirley Wood.
Meeting in the library, 9:30-10:15 AM

CPC Seniors - Did You Sign Up?
2019 is here…That means one thing:
A new adventure each month. Let’s
get out and have some fun.
We cannot wait for a new year with
our friends!
Marilyn Russell 729-7527 and
Charlotte Wood 729-9764
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Christmas Eve in Chesterland Gathering and Candlelight Service
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Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

From the Heart of Christ
With their recent involvement in a variety of small service projects, the 9:30 a.m. kids’ Discovery Time
class has really embraced the church’s vision of “…serving others from the heart of Christ.” I’m glad for
how I see developing in them, a sense of the greater good.
Prior to the Advent season, the class spent some time learning about
the mission work of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The kids had a
special affinity for projects involving clean water, children’s
education, and improving living conditions in the poorest of
countries.
This interest gave rise to an idea for a fundraiser that would involve
the entire church in supporting these and other similar efforts. On February 3rd, Super Bowl Sunday, the
class will prepare and serve homemade soup for an appropriately named all-church Souper Bowl Lunch.
In preparation for the event, our January class times will be spent assembling soup mixes, trail mixes,
baked goods, and other handmade items to offer for purchase. Funds raised will be donated to
Presbyterian missions to impact need throughout the world.
For a look at some of what moved our kids to act, click on the link below:
https://www.presbyteriangifts.org/gifts/all/
And click here to watch the accompanying video entitled, “Small Gifts. Big Impact”
https://vimeo.com/290963918
Part of what our kids will learn from working on this project involves leadership and teamwork, but most
important is awareness, empathy, and the sense of empowerment they will gain from seeing how the
small efforts of a small church from a small town may be multiplied to make a big difference. We thank
the Mission Committee for partnering with us and already enlarging our efforts. Stay tuned for how you
can also help.

God Bless.
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Cory Fetzer
Youth Ministry Director
cory@christpcusa.org
330-472-6988 (cell)
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YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019
TO REDUCE PAPER USAGE AND COST
We are encouraging as many as possible to sign up for
an electronic version of your Year-end Contribution
Statement. If you choose to provide consent, please
respond “I consent” to the CPC Office, by January 15.
For those who elect not to consent, a paper copy will
be sent via US mail.

Your paperless choice can be changed at any time by
notifying the CPC Office at: 440-729-1688 or
office@christpcusa.org

Are available for pick-up in Fellowship Hall.
• The initial offering envelope is to offset the cost of
these boxes. Each box of pledge envelopes costs less
than $5.00.
• Per capita covers the expense of belonging to the
Presbytery of the Western Reserve. For 2019, per
capita is $32.41 per member.
Contact the church at: 440-729-1688 or
office@christpcusa.org for questions or envelopes.
requests.

Thursday January 17th
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WHEN THE WEATHER OUTSIDE
GETS FRIGHTFUL
Dick Sabo
Skip Van Kampen
Taylor Healey
Shari McCaslin
Maveric Milnar
Sandy Stumpf
Marsha Zimmermann
Trae Zimmermann
Nancy Cline
Helen Frankmann
Naomi Bergman
Bob Graham
Vic Strebeck
Connor Arp
Ral Warner
Marsha Fischer
Mitchell Nitz
Margie Clapp
Jong Hong
Rosemary Macedonio
Bob Albrecht
Cheryl Rye
Vincent Bello
Bobby Brooks
Amber Balista
Evan Reeves
Eric Mathiott
Kathryn Troyer

1/1
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/10
1/11
1/13
1/13
1/18
1/20
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/23
1/23
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/29
1/30
1/30
1/31
1/31

CHECK FOR EVENT
CANCELLATIONS:
 Your E-mail
 CPC Website:
 CPC Facebook
 Call the church office:
CPC Office is closed when West
Geauga schools are closed.

Have you misplaced
something recently? Is
there a chance you may
have lost it? If you can't
find your winter apparel,
glasses, bracelet, toys,
books ETC…, come by the
CPC Lost and Found, in
Fellowship Hall. We might
just have what you've
been looking for.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT
If you desire to purchase a
special floral arrangement for a
Sunday morning worship
service, please contact:
Shari McCaslin at:
440-646-9812 or email
pnsmccaslin@windstream.net

COFFEE HOUR
If you wish to host a special
Sunday morning,
Coffee Hour in honor or in
celebration of someone,

Church office hours:
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Contact Information
Christ Presbyterian Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-1688
Website:
www.christpcusa.org
Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
matt@christpcusa.org

Please Contact:
Amy Rau at:

Anniversaries
Frank & Eileen Mormino

216-287-0490 or email

1/07

arau@lincolnelectric.com
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