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In the river town of Dubuque, Iowa, which Amber Balista and I have visited working on degrees at the
University of Dubuque, the historic housing patterns are a window into our strivings. A century ago, when the
port bustled with Mississippi River traffic, people who were servants and workers lived close to the river while
owners and professionals lived on the bluffs above. A cable car system transported servants up to the homes
of their employers and back down to where their own homes.
We still talk about “moving up in the world,” being “upwardly mobile,” “climbing the ladder,” answering to
the “higher ups.” This cultural strand of thinking can weave its way into our hearts, convincing us that being
“on the rise,” having more people “under” us and fewer “above” us, would seem desirable––a successful life.
Except Jesus, who our faith says is exalted above all, repeatedly taught and modeled downward mobility. He
said, “Whoever takes the lowly position…is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 18:4) and “the Son of
Man came did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (20:28).
Jesus’ downwardly mobile teaching and example are core to the Vision Statement we now seek to put into
action. Out of love for God, in humble relationships, we would be a church that lives “serving others from the
heart of Christ.” For us really to do this, God’s renewal of the church will have to happen within our hearts,
breathing a fresh spirit (Spirit!) in which each of us pursues life.
That’s why Lent is so important. Lent is the cross patterned season that accomplishes downward mobility in
us, its practices and themes intending a life of increasing humility, selflessness, and service of others. That’s
why in worship, through Jesus’ stories, teaching, and example, we will explore this kind of life and the
postures of heart that help us live it––dispositions like forgiveness, grace, welcome, attention, humility,
sacrifice and growth.

I encourage you to an intentional engagement of Lent, partly for the sake of your own growth in the freedom
and deep happiness that come with growth in the Spirit of Jesus, but also for the sake of the church’s renewal
that requires from us all a willing “Yes!” to such growth.
I believe that Christ Church does have a servant’s heart, and that getting in touch with it, to live more truly
from it, is God’s constant invitation to us. This belief comes from what I know of Christ Church, but also from
the conviction that Christ himself is at the bottom of our life, both as individuals and all together.

News in Our Life Together
LIVING FORGIVEN
WOMENS RETREAT

Seeking Stillness Ministries
April 12-14, 2019
In this quiet (not silent) weekend retreat, we will
explore the vastness of God’s grace and what it
means to fully accept it. We’ll take a look at what
stands in the way of us having a sense of
freedom and power in this life. Extending grace
and forgiveness to others will also be a topic for
reflection and time with God.
The retreat is at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center in Fremont, Oh. Go to seekingstillness.org
for more information and to register.

“Compelled”
Learning to Tell Our Story

Rise Against Hunger
Christ United Church is hosting Rise Against
Hunger on March 23, 2019. We plan to package
10,000 meals in 2+ hours.
For those facing food
insecurity, these meals
are literally lifesaving.
A Rise Against Hunger Event is
multi-generational, non-skilled, joyous event of
making our world better by feeding those in
need. Join us -- contact Karla Zilch for more info!

Wanting to learn from others
at CPC what sustains and gives
them purpose and hope?
Feeling called to share your
hope with others, but needing
the encouragement?
Join us for a Youth and Adult
6-week study on Saturdays,
6:30-8:30pm
March 2 - April 6
Hosted by Bill and Tina Fischer.
Call or email Tina with questions.
RSVP at
capfischer99@gmail.com or 216-536-4588.
See the book in Fellowship Hall.
Friends are always welcome!

Winter is coming to an end...that means
spring cleaning is around the corner!
Ready to get rid of some of that clutter?
Don’t know what to do with it?
Look into donating your gently used
furniture and household items.

Lake Geauga Furniture Bank will
come with a box truck for pick-up
http://lakegeaugafurniturebank.org/donate/

USHER TRAINING MARCH 10th
Help CPC show hospitality by receiving training as
an usher! This brief training session following
worship will cover the purpose and procedures of
ushering ministry. Contact Cory Keller for more
information at 440-520-4372.

and distribute them to families in need.

Parents, we know you have busy students on the
move! Deacons would like to show them that
their church family is thinking about them. They
will receive cards and “goodies” to celebrate and
encourage them throughout the year.
If they are graduating this semester, let us know
that too!!
Please contact Debbie Brooks to update addresses
and to let us know how we might be helpful in their
journey. Debbie@Brooks1.com or 216-215-6399

“Good Job, Honey!”
Some of you may know that I teach piano lessons privately in
my home. My students, for the most part, come to their lessons
alone, with mom or dad waiting in their car outside. Occasionally,
however, I’ll have a parent come in and listen to their child’s
lesson from the comfort of my couch.
Over the years, I’ve noticed a pattern. Moms sit listening intently, but generally in silence. Dads on the
other hand, are different. During lessons, when my students perform well and I respond with a positive
affirmation, the moms will beam, but the dads are not able to contain themselves. They erupt with “Good
job, honey!” and “Way to go!” I’m not sure why that is; I’m sure both moms and dads love to hear their
children succeed. But I do find these paternal outbursts of emotion so endearing.
It’s fun for parents to be part of what their children are up to – to take a front row seat in watching them
learn, grow, and navigate their environment. In many cases, this can be of great value to both sides. I can
attest to the fact that my students whose parents are involved in their piano lessons see their interest and
do better long-term. Their parents have a keen awareness of their child’s abilities and challenges and have
developed an understanding of how best to enrich their learning at home.
Spiritual formation in children works a little like piano lessons. When Mom, Dad, or Grandparent observe
and listen in first-hand, they learn what their child is thinking. They learn what their questions are. And
they know, as no one else can, what is behind their expressions of wonder, joy, certainty, and doubt. Then
they can go home and continue the journey together toward a more “sticky” long-term faith that
nourishes and guides.
This Lenten season, families will again have an opportunity to learn together in an intergenerational
Sunday school class. Discovering Gifts of Ministry will be held Sunday mornings, March 10 – April 14 at
9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We’ll be talking about gifts from God that make each of us unique and that
enable us, at any age, to participate more fully in the kingdom Jesus has ushered in.
Parents, Grandparents: come and listen to what your children have to say on the subject, and let them
hear your thoughts. Others: open yourselves to being enlightened by a child’s wisdom, and let them gain
from your own. I don’t think it surprises us anymore how much we can learn from each other, when we sit
together in the same room.
God Bless.

Thursday, March 21

The Mission Committee is leading a collection
of paper products for the Next Step Home,
which serves teens and young adults leaving
foster care.
When shopping, please consider making a
purchase of paper towels, bathroom tissue,
facial tissue or copy paper. Your donation truly
makes a difference!
If you have any questions, you may contact
Sandy Stumpf at 440-708-8170.

Lent, which comes from an Old English word meaning spring,
has a long history in the church as a time for deepening life with
God. Its forty days, excluding Sundays, begin on Ash
Wednesday, March 6, and move us toward Jesus’ cross and
resurrection.
Do receive Lent as a holy time: as weeks set apart for living
more open to God, looking further into yourself, and seeing a
fuller picture of who you are with God in Christ.
May this Lent be for us all a time of transformation by the God
of the cross and of Easter hallelujahs.

Worship
ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 7:00 P.M.
Ash Wednesday is the trailhead to the Lenten journey. This
prayerful, reflective service brings us to the God who finds us
in our sin and mortality, and who leads us into the freedom
of salvation by grace. Ashes imposed upon our foreheads
mark us not only as people who return to dust, but also,
especially, as those signed by Jesus’ cross and mercy.
SUNDAY WORSHIP
Theme: Downward Mobility
In God’s Kingdom, spiritual growth tends downward, toward
greater humility, selflessness, mercy toward others, and
dependence on God. In Jesus’ teaching, stories, and example
in the Gospel of Matthew, we will listen for his call to
downwardly mobile postures such as love, forgiveness,
grace, welcome, attention, humility, and sacrifice.

Holy Week
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 10:30 A.M.
With children leading the palm branch processional, we will
remember Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem among crowds
shouting hosanna and blessing. Then we will enter
Scripture’s story of Jesus’ last week, when he gave us a Holy
Meal and opened himself to betrayal, denial, and crucifixion.
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 7:00 P.M.
On the night before his arrest, Jesus took Passover bread and
wine and made them signs of the life he would give for us. In
this intimate service with contemplative music, we continue
Holy Week’s drama by sharing the Lord’s Supper in the
presence of Jesus, the Lover who commands us to love.
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 7:00 P.M.
The Friday Christians strangely call “good” is at the heart of
our faith: dying our death, Jesus gives us life. This service of
prayer with reflection on art showing Jesus’ road to the cross
will open us to the depths of our rebellion against God, but
also into the deeper love and grace shown to us in a crucified
Savior.
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21
9:30 A.M. EASTER BREAKFAST
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP
Christ is risen, and risen indeed! This year, the morning starts
with breakfast for all––invite friends, family and neighbors!––
before sharing in worship with special music, the Lord’s
Supper, and hallelujahs at God’s victory and resurrection life.

Study
The Awakening of Hope:
Why We Practice a Common Faith
Wednesdays, March 13 – April 10
6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall, For All Ages
In this time when Christ Church asks how our vision leads to
action, we will explore how an intentionally practiced way of
life awakens hope in communities, neighbors, and the lives of
Christians themselves. For five evenings across Lent, we will
gather for a light dessert, a DVD study, and discussion of
Christian practices such as eating together, making promises,
living together, serving where we live, and sharing the good
news.
DISCOVERING GIFTS OF MINISTRY
INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAYS, MARCH 10 – APRIL 14
9:30 – 10:20 A.M., FELLOWSHIP HALL, FOR ALL AGES
Gifts of ministry develop throughout our lives. They are
revealed, acquired, and developed as we encounter the
present and are led toward expanding hope for the future. By
engaging our gifts of ministry, we join God in making that hope
reality and further become the people God calls us to be. In
this season that points to new life in Christ, adults and children
of all ages will come together to consider their unique
giftedness and God’s call to carry out God’s ongoing work in
the world.

Spiritual Practice
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP
7:00 A.M. EVERY SATURDAY
Christian meditation is an ancient form of prayer that seeks
God in silence and stillness beyond words and thought. The
meditation group meets for an hour to learn and practice this
way of prayer that opens the mind and heart to God’s work in
the depth of our being. In meditation, all are only beginners–
–all are welcome!
LENTEN DISCIPLINE: PRAYER WITH A BIBLICAL MANTRA
From the church’s earliest days, many Christians have
practiced repetition of a word of phrase of Scripture––a
mantra––as means of living in God’s presence and seeking
God through the day.
One of the most ancient mantras is the biblical “Jesus Prayer”
(Mk 10:48; Lk 18:13): “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.” Another is the greatest
commandment, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength” (Mk 12:30).
As a discipline, memorize a biblical prayer mantra and stay
with it throughout Lent. Say the prayer, whether interiorly or
aloud, across your day––driving, washing dishes, walking,
exercising––allowing it to ground your life and the present
moment in God’s presence and action.
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Jay Fairfield
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Chuck Smith
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Mickey Gedeon
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Cory Keller
Amy Rau
Kendall Lyman
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Jared Moritz
Elizabeth Marino
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FLORAL ARRANGEMENT
If you desire to purchase a
special floral arrangement for a
Sunday morning worship
service, please contact:
Trish Lawrence at:
216-765-1064or email
pelawrence2012@gmail.com
COFFEE HOUR
If you desire to host a special
Sunday morning,
Coffee Hour in honor or in
celebration of someone,
please contact:
Barbara Bodmer at:
440-256-1181 or email
bjbodmer@yahoo.com

Church office hours:
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Contact Information
Christ Presbyterian
Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-1688
www.christpcusa.org

Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
matt@christpcusa.org

