July 2014

Christ Presbyterian Church
Last week, at the end of each day of Vacation Bible School, campers were asked, “Do we only trust God at VBS?” They
yelled, “Nooo!” and then we sent them on their way with instructions to look for God Sightings, everyday instances of
God’s love and power, which they might share the next morning.
Our children came back with God Sightings such as:
sky, rabbit, big tree, rain, sun, doggy, strawberries.
To our children, a God Sighting is also:
brother cheering for me at baseball, mom giving me a hug,
dad reading me a story, a dry, safe house during a storm.
Noticeably absent from God Sightings were such things as:
iPad/Pod/Phone, Xbox and Wii, and that archaic thing, the television.
The devices that, now from childhood, we so adeptly manage and which give us the illusion that we can manage life
apparently do not, for all their convenience and processing power, convey God and glory as well as a dog’s warm tongue
on the hand. We prefer God of creation to God of the thing.
“Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made,” said Paul (right before saying that even as we see God’s glory in creation,
our thinking becomes foolish, our hearts grow dark, and we exchange God’s glory for lies––hence our need for
revelation in Christ).
As our VBS children learned something of Christ and his glory, they also taught us that trust in Christ does not take us
away from the earth but drives us deeper into it. They showed us how we are made for faith in God that includes skin
and fur and texture and wetness and flavor. The maturing in faith still have a heart that that connects with how, way
back when, creation was not just for making stuff but for enjoying life with God.
It is summer again when creation, strong and beautiful, puffs its chest and tosses its hair. It is a season in which our
children so full of God’s Spirit invite us to wonder, not merely at the strength and beauty of nature but at God’s glory
and grandeur in creation.
And then there’s this: creation isn’t only around us. We ourselves are creation, made from dust, Scripture says. This is
why a lover of creation is also a lover of the neighbor, both within the church and outside. For the neighbor is not a
thing to manage or control but a reflection of the image of Glory.
May the God who ever refreshes the earth refresh us in these summer days.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Sunday, July 27
Sunday, August 24 1

Join us…
SUMMER ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL, 9:30 a.m.
Most of Scripture comes to us in the
form of story, especially in the first five
books of the Bible, the Pentateuch. For
summer Sundays, we will study these
great stories, especially the Exodus,
listening for how God’s journeying with
his people reveals how God journeys
with us as well. Led by Pastor Reeves,
Cory Keller, and others.

LISTEN FOR THE WORD IN THE WORLD
WITH PASTOR REEVES
Where in the world do you hear the Word of God?
How about in the world, where the Word of God,
Jesus Christ, lived and spoke, walked and served,
suffered and died for us? In the second phase of Pastor
Reeves’ Doctor of Ministry project, groups from
Christ Church will gather in various local spaces to
listen to Scripture and listen for how God’s kingdom is
near in that space.
The second Word in the World experience is at:

Fall Kick-Off Sunday September 7
Christ Church looks toward fall by
celebrating and doing the ministry God
gives us. Following worship, the church
will visit ministry stations throughout the
building, doing things that take part in
our mission that reaches into our
community and across the world. We
will share a light lunch as we go through
these stations and conclude the event in
time for Browns fans to get home so see
the game.
Look for more about Kick-Off Sunday in
upcoming church publications.

August Chimes
Deadline:
Thursday, July 24

The Martillotta’s home
11715 Riverwood Dr.
Chardon, Oh 44024
July 13, 6:00pm
Through media and technology make our local space,
even our living rooms, part of national and global
events. As we watch a portion of the evening news,
we will read the Bible, asking how the kingdom of God
that we hear in Scripture reframes the stories we hear
in the news. How might news watching in our homes
be occasion for desiring the life God gives in Christ?
Come and see!
Other Word in the World opportunities will be
coming in the summer and early fall as we visit a
nature preserve, a Chesterland intersection, and
watch the nightly news together. God’s kingdom
comes near to all of these places, inviting us into the
world as it is in Christ. Let’s be people of the Word,
listening for the Word, as he speaks to us in the
world.
Sign up in Fellowship Hall starting June 29, or indicate
your interest to Pastor Matt at 440-729-1688 or
matt@christpcusa.org.
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Opportunity
THE MISSION COMMITTEE will be
collecting underclothing for Laura’s
Home during the months of July and
August. All sizes of bras and underwear
are needed. Laura’s Home is a women’s
crisis center affiliated with the City
Mission. Contact Jayne Fairfield at: 440729-8214.

CPC LIBRARY The Fine Arts
Committee is updating and organizing
the church library, and is glad for the
CPC family to help review and assess our
current collection. Now through mid
July, feel free to choose books from our
shelves that seem relevant to you and
the life of our church. Place those items
in cardboard boxes that we have
provided and we will keep them in our
collection. Please contact the church
office if you desire an item for your own
personal use. Our goal for the library is
that it is up-to-date and relevant. Thank
you for helping to making it a useful
resource for all! Questions? Contact the
church office at 440-729-1688.

SAVE THE DATE FOR A FALL
WOMEN’S RETREAT
October 24 and 25, 2014
The Original ICU: Reclaiming the Healing
Christ
A retreat planned for YOU to experience
healing and spiritual growth.
––The Evangelism Committee

FELLOWSHIP CONTINUES TO FLOURISH AT
CPC DAILY Your Fellowship Committee is working
to bring you a few events where you can gather in
settings other than what you might be used to. The
intent is to enjoy the Christian fellowship of other
members and friends of the church. These are also
opportunities to invite some who may not be familiar
with all CPC brings each of us on a weekly basis. We
look forward to:

CPC Annual Picnic and Golf Outing – July 27 at 3
p.m. (Golf at Fowlers’ Mill is again a shotgun start at
12:30). Once again, we will convene at the Church
Pavilion for our annual picnic. Bring a dish to share, your
plates and utensils, and an appetite, but know that the
grills will be blazing and beverages will be provided. For
the golfers, be at Fowlers’ Mill ready to tee off at 12:30.
You will have adequate time to get over to the course
after you leave Outdoor Worship that morning in the
Pavilion! See or call Bill Gripp for details at: 440-7299539.

Second Annual Adult Fellowship Clambake –
September 20 at 5 p.m. (PLEASE NOTE – THIS IS A
NEW AND DIFFERENT DATE THAN YOU WERE
TOLD ORIGINALLY. PLEASE MAKE THE CHANGE IN
YOUR CALENDARS). More details to come!
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Children’s
Ministries
Worship is central to what we Christians do and who
we are and it can be especially meaningful to share it
with a child. It can also be especially difficult. Two of
my children (I won’t say who) were not allowed to sit
next to each other in worship because inevitably, they
would share a joke and begin laughing at the most
inopportune moments. I admit there were times
when I worried about what others were thinking
about the Sunday school teacher and her distracted
kids. The truth was, I wanted the service to have
meaning for them, as it did for me, but sometimes it
was just one long hour for all of us.
I’ve been searching for something that would help
parents and children cross the great divide from “Be
quiet and good” to “Be still and know that I am God.”
Recently, I introduced an interactive tool for families
to use while worshipping with their children that I
hope will help move us in that general direction.
When you come to worship with your children or
grandchildren, please take and use one of our new
Children’s Bulletins. It was created to help children of
all ages engage more fully in the experience of
worship. The order of worship is the same as in the
adult bulletins, but with a more kid-friendly look and
with accompanying explanations for why we do what
we do. As you worship together, encourage your
children to notice their surroundings and actively take
part in the service. Have them use the accompanying
bookmarks to mark the upcoming hymns in their
hymnals, and when it’s time to sing, help them follow
the words. Show your children the readings of the
Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession in your
bulletin even if they don’t read or understand the
words yet. They’ll understand the spirit behind them.
Help guide your children by pointing out the different
sections in the bulletin to them, explaining how they
represent the Christian response to God: We gather,

Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
440.729.1688
elizabeth@christpcusa.org
we sing, we pray, we give, we listen for God’s Word,
we praise, and we serve. During the Sermon, your
older children may use the insert as an aid in actively
listening. Afterwards, talk to them about the words
they did not know, and share your own thoughts on
the message.
Your children are already learning to love a God who
takes care of them, gives them strength, and guides
them. In response to these blessings, and with your
nurture, guidance, and example, they can also learn to
worship this God in a way that is meaningful and
significant…and only funny when it’s supposed to be.
God Bless.

Family Olympics

Any group is a family at CPC!
Our 1st annual CPC Family Olympics will be
held during the CPC picnic on July 27th.
Rally at least 3 your family, committee members, ministry group,
or friends of all ages and enter as a team for some
fun and friendly competition.
Specially designed so all can participate.
No athletic ability needed.
Teams please register with Elizabeth Goodin
at Elizabeth@christpcusa.org

Sponsored by the Children’s Ministry Committee
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Trusting God in the Wilderness
Vacation Bible School 2014
44 children, 17 teens, and 14 adults came together for a week of
playing, singing, crafting, snacks, mission work, renewing of
friendships, looking for God sightings, and listening for God’s
Word. Thanks to all for a great week!

Thank you to Beth Bouchek for your many years of work with VBS!
You are a great leader…big shoes to fill!
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Youth Ministries

Amber Bowers
Youth Director
440.729.1688
330-719-3688

amber@christpcusa.org
The greatest part about being the Director of Youth Ministries here at CPC is that youth ministry is not
limited to a particular place or even a particular group of people. All ministries weave themselves through
the church and through our lives.
This past month the youth group came together to think about leadership and what makes a great leader.
With Moses as our guiding example, we learned that sometimes the best leaders are not those who think
that leadership is their strength or purpose; rather the best leaders are those who let go of their own
fears and, simply trust God. Moses was a good leader because he was a good follower of God. “But
Moses said, ‘who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” Exodus 3:11 God
called Moses despite his lack of leadership skill or desire.
Moses was also a good leader because he loved the Israelites. He did what was best for them (with God’s
guidance). He didn’t necessarily let them do what they thought was best for them. While he was up on
Mount Sinai with God, the Israelites coax Aaron into making them a golden calf to worship. Aaron helped
the people do what they thought was best for them. This is the hard part of leading. Sometimes people
like Aaron are really not bad leaders to the people, but perhaps, not the best followers of God’s purpose
and intentions.
When God sees the people making this false god he gets pretty upset. God tells Moses to leave him alone
while God destroys his people who he just freed from Egypt. Moses talks God down. He tells him, “Turn
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac and Israel…” Exodus 32:11-13. Standing up for your people out of love, even when they
are wrong, seems to be a good leadership quality to me.
Leadership is a particularly important topic for our youth at CPC. I have seen a natural gift here that is
quite unique. The children and youth interact, encourage and lead one another every week. The greatest
example of this is Vacation Bible School. The youth and young adults lead the children through and
around the church for a week with adult leaders only lightly guiding them. The simple fact that this
actually works and has worked for several years is phenomenal! What truly strikes me, though, is that the
young folks WANT to do this. There is not a struggle to have a completely separate place, activity or
independence from their fellow, younger (or older) Christians. This cannot only be a good thing, but it
can be a foundation for ministering to one another.
At Christ Presbyterian Church we are always able to lean on one another. Young and old encourage
growth and renewal, and stimulate each other’s faith. I feel, the body of the church is founded on people
who have the courage and take the time to truly get to know one another, despite any obvious
differences. That foundation can lead to building relationships with those outside the church walls, in our
everyday lives, as we learn to lead as followers of Christ.
Many Blessing,

Amber Bowers

YOUTH GROUP EVENTS TO COME:
Monday, July 7: Wild Water Kingdom – Noon - 8:30pm $25
Sunday, July 13 and July 20: Youth Group – 5:30pm - 7:0pm
Sunday, July 27: Church picnic – no Youth Group
*Confirmation is coming this October!
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PARTICIPATE IN GLOBAL MISSIONS
right here in our backyard through InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship at Case Western Reserve
and Cleveland State Universities.

ANNIVERSARIES
Paul & Shari McCaslin
Dave & Irene Wunderle
Paul & Trish Lawrence
David & Heidi Starke
Sharon & Brad Schaeffer
Howard & Pat Schmies
Aland & Judi Smith
Greg & Karena McCandless
Tim & Linda Davidson
Michael & Rosemary Macedonio-Maguire
Matt & Susan Coso
Mike & Cyndie Tropf

07/01
07/03
07/07
07/07
07/09
07/12
07/12
07/15
07/17
07/21
07/22
07/28

BIRTHDAYS
Larry Evans
Jeanette Metcalf
Grant Congdon
Jim Metcalf
Jim Hart
Jeff Nitz
Lois Toth
Barb VanKampen
Sam Coso
Janet McIntee
Bill Wood
Jack Zimmermann
Claire Metcalf
Michele Dawson
Rob Russell
Chuck Scott
Austin Congdon
Carolyn Fondrk
Mike Maclellan

07/02
07/02
07/03
07/03
07/04
07/04
07/09
07/09
07/10
07/10
07/13
07/14
07/20
07/24
07/24
07/27
07/29
07/29
07/31

GOT STUFF? We are looking for gently used
items for anything suitable for apartment living.
Please bring them to the Great Hall at Church of
the Saviour (2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights,
OH 44118) on Friday, August 8th or before 8
a.m. on Saturday, August 9th, the day of our
annual Furniture and household giveaway. Earlier
pickup of items after July 1st, can be arranged
and stored by contacting Bok Chew at 216-3713114 or by email at: bokchew@yahoo.com
GOT A VEHICLE? Two hours of volunteer
time and a new world of friendship by either
bringing the students from campus (CWRU and
CSU) to the giveaway then delivering students
(and their stuff!) back to their apt after the
giveaway. Please contact Bok for more details.
GOT A BED? We are also very much in need
of new volunteers to assist in helping pick up
students from the airport and short term
housing for them when they first arrive (3-5
days). These are new students coming to study at
both CSU and CWRU. (July 25th thru August
23rd are the dates when new students are
arriving).
Our vision is to see the campus renewed, students
lives changed and world changers developed.
Bok Chew
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
3316 Dellwood Road, Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
http://www.case.edu/orgs/isf/main.html
Cell: 216-371-3114
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Deacon news

DEACONS MEETING RECAP
During our June meeting we approved
continuing financial support for our
outreach family for the months of June,
July and August. Gift cards are purchased
for their needs.
We will, again this year, cover the cost of
T-shirts for the children for VBS.
We served approximately 83 meals and 9
carry-out meals for Beachland in May and
returned again on June 26th to serve
another spaghetti meal for the community
surrounding
Beachland
Presbyterian
Church. We are so pleased to see this
ministry growing and look forward to
seeing the same people/families monthly.
We thank you all who continue to support
this ministry with food and monetary
donations.
Should you have any questions about the
Deacons ministry, please do not hesitate
to call me.
God's Peace to you all.

Cyndie Tropf
440-729-3764

We no longer need nor use the 200
or so Currier and Ives dishes with "The Old Grist Mill"
pattern by Royal U.S.A. These dishes were purchased
around 1960. Many delicious meals were served on
these beautiful plates over the years. I especially
remember serving a chicken casserole to 200 members
of Presbytery on these plates, and then washing them
all!! We researched their current availability, price, etc.
and found that you can still purchase them new at
Replacements and used on E-Bay and Craig's List. The
Deacons would love to see these dishes used and not
just sit in storage as we now always use disposable
plates. Therefore, in an effort to clean and organize the
kitchen cupboards and storage rooms we would like to
offer place settings to all church members first for a
minimum donation of $10 each. A display table of the
dishes and sign-up sheet for purchase will be in the
fellowship hall in early June. Please contact me, Cyndie
Tropf at 440-729-3764 or Barb Albrecht at 440-7291277 with any questions.

HELP ME LEARN
Deacons are once again joining Geauga County with the
Help ME Learn program. This program helps fill
children’s’ school supply needs for families in need
throughout the county. We will be collecting school
supplies for the upcoming school year. There will be a
box in Fellowship Hall for your donations.
The following items are needed:
 Pencils
 Paper
 Notebooks
 Pens
 Crayons
 Binders
 Scissors
 Markers
 Backpacks  etc.
Monetary donations are also welcome and will be used
for families to purchase additional supplies. We will be
collecting now through August 3rd. Questions? Contact
Joy Kule at: 440-729-2992 or Marsha Zimmermann at:
440-338-1898.
Thank you for helping. God Bless!
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Sun

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
9:30am Prayer
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

2
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

3

4

5
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

8
9:30am Prayer
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

9
6:30am Men's
Bible Study
7:00pm Worship
Meeting

10

11

12
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias -CPC

14
11:00am Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Youth
Ministries
Meeting
7:00pm Adult
Ministries
Meeting
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

15
9:30am Prayer
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

16
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

17

18

19
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

20
*Sunday
Morning
schedule
5:30pm Youth
Group

21
7:00pm Property
& Maintenance
Meeting
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

22
9:30am Prayer
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

23
6:30am Men's
Bible Study
7:00pm Worship
Committee
Meeting

24

25

26
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias -CPC

27

28
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

29
9:30am Prayer
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

30
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

31

6
*Sunday
morning
schedule

Mon

7
9:30am
Children's
Ministries
Meeting
Youth Group
Wild Water
Kingdom
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

13
*Sunday
Morning
schedule
11:45am Fine
Arts Meeting
5:30pm Youth
Group
6:00pm Word in
the World

10:30am
Outdoor
Worship
Golf Outing and
CPC Picnic

*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
o 9:30am Sunday School for Adults and Youth
o 9:30am Discovery Time for K-5th grade
o 10:30am Worship
o 10:30am Summer Sunday School for 3 years-2nd Grade
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CPC FINANCIAL UPDATE - 2014 OPERATING BUDGET
Month

Actual Income

January - May

$95,245.89

Actual Expense

$108,692.28
Reserve as of January 1, 2014:
Operating Fund Balance:

ADOPT A FLOWER BED
We could use a few people to help keep our
church grounds well groomed by occasional
weeding. If you could spare just an hour or two
at a time that works for you it would be a great
help and very much appreciated. Please contact
Pat Gedeon to help (440-729-9992).

Difference
(Income - Expenses)

($13,446.39)
$12,415.56
($1030.83)

Church office hours:
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Contact Information
Christ Presbyterian
Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-1688
Fax: 440-729-3733
Website:
www.christpcusa.org

Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
karen@christpcusa.org
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
matt@christpcusa.org
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