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Christ Presbyterian Church
Last October our family adopted a dog, a
Rottweiler named Brutus. When Brutus came to us
he was “only” 75 pounds, the result of insufficient
exercise and nutrition. Since then, he’s filled out to
a more proper 100 pounds of broad chested love.
I am convinced that those who question whether
dogs can love have either never lived with a dog or
have never had a dog enter their hearts. I am
further convinced that, had Jesus lived in another
culture––first-century Palestinian Jews didn’t keep
dogs as pets as we do and thought the street
variety rather filthy––he would have pointed to
dogs as illustrations of God’s kingdom as he did
sparrows and lilies, sheep and shrubs.
Take, for example, a poem from one of my summer
reads, Mary Oliver’s recent collection Dog Songs:
LITTLE DOG’S RHAPSODY IN THE NIGHT
He puts his cheek against mine
and makes small, expressive sounds.
And when I’m awake, or awake enough
he turns upside down, his four paws
in the air
and his eyes dark and fervent.

Is this why dogs are so cherished––that they never
tire of being told they are loved (and something in
us never tires of telling them that they are)?
There is a lot of “over and over” in life: conflicts
personal and familial, local and global; illnesses,
worries and fears. Sometimes it can feel as though
trouble is the tail wagging the dog. Yet the gospel
centered on Jesus’ ministry, death and
resurrection––indeed, on God’s very being as
Three-In-One––bespeaks a different sort of over
and over: that of love asked and told, love received
and given.
The church gets to tell this good news, that the
only stability in the world is God’s unchanging love
in Christ. As things are, God’s steadfast love must
be said over and over. And also there is this: God
never tires of looking at us through the dark,
fervent eyes of Christ and saying, “Tell me you love
me.” Not because God needs to hear it, but
because God’s heart so thrills at what our hearts
get to tell.

“Tell me you love me,” he says.

When we are awake, or awake enough, we know
that this isn’t only true for us as the church. It’s true
for our neighbor; it’s true for us all, and we get to
tell.

“Tell me again.”

The Lord be with you all,

Could there be a sweeter arrangement?
Over and over
he gets to ask.
I get to tell.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP
Sunday, August 24
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CPC Fellowship
GETTYSBURG
TRIP

CHURCH
PICNIC

On June 25 and 26, 27 men, women and
children of the CPC Family traveled to
historic Gettysburg to tour the battlefields
and enjoy each other’s company in this
beautiful part of Pennsylvania. We were led
by our own Greg McCandless who planned
and guided two excellent days in a place he
knows well and loves like no other.
The trip began with time in the new Visitors’
Center, and was followed by Greg leading us
from McPherson’s Farm, to the Peach
Orchard, to Little Round Top, with stops for
discussion and teaching along the way. That
evening, warm fellowship continued over
delicious fare at the historic Dobbin House
restaurant.
The next morning, we reconvened at the
Seminary Ridge Museum, followed by lunch
in town. Greg had arranged for a licensed
Battlefield Tour Guide from the National
Park Service to lead us with passion and
insight Thursday afternoon
The Guide
answered questions and shared with us
insights about this important part of our
nation’s heritage. Our licensed guide
concluded his talk with a story of the return
of many soldiers to a dedication ceremony
when those wearing blue joined those
wearing grey to honor their dead and
acknowledge their mutual sacrifice. In the
Guide’s words, the land was not only a
battlefield; it was also a healing field.
We are indebted to Greg for the time and
dedication he provided in planning this great
trip and for sharing his passion for this
hallowed place.
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Deacon news
HELP ME LEARN
Deacons are once again joining Geauga County with
the Help ME Learn program. This program helps fill
children’s’ school supply needs for families in need
throughout the county. We will be collecting school
supplies for the upcoming school year. There will be
a box in Fellowship Hall for your donations.
The following items are needed:
 Paper
 Pencils
 Pens
 Notebooks
 Binders
 Crayons
 Markers
 Scissors
 Backpacks  etc.
Monetary donations are also welcome and will be
used for families to purchase additional supplies. We
will be collecting now through August 3rd.
Questions? Contact Joy Kule at: 440-729-2992 or
Marsha Zimmermann at: 440-338-1898.
Thank you for helping. God Bless!

THE SALE OF THE 200
OR SO CURRIER AND IVES DISHES
CONTINUES These dishes were purchased
around 1960. Many delicious meals were served on
these beautiful plates over the years. “The Old Grist
Mill” pattern by Royal U.S.A. can still be found on EBay and Craig’s List. The Deacons would love to see
these dishes used. Therefore, in an effort to clean
and organize the kitchen cupboards and storage
rooms, we would like to offer place settings to all
church members for a minimum donation of $5
each. This donation will benefit Deacons Ministries.
Please contact Cyndie Tropf at 440-729-3764 or
Barb Albrecht at 440-729-1277 with any questions.

HEALING IN JESUS:
THE MISSION COMMITTEE will
THE collecting
ORIGINAL
ICU
continue
underclothing
for
Laura’s Home
during the
A RETREAT
FORmonth of
August. All sizes of bras and underwear
are needed. Laura’s Home is a women’s
crisis center affiliated with the City
Mission. Contact Jayne Fairfield at: 440729-8214.

WOMEN

HELD AT CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

October 24
and 25, 2014

This retreat is a time to grow into a deeper
relationship with God. Join us as we explore
God’s healing work of offering balance,
harmony, and wholeness of body, mind and
spirit. You will be richly blessed!
Contact Shirley Wood for more details:
440-632-3445

FALL KICK-OFF SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 7
Christ Church looks toward fall by
celebrating and doing the ministry God gives
us. Following worship, the church will visit
ministry stations throughout the building,
doing things that take part in our mission that
reaches into our community and across the
world. We will share a light lunch as we go
through these stations and conclude the
event in time for Browns fans to get home so
see the game.
Look for more about Kick-Off Sunday in
upcoming church publications.
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Children’s
Ministries

Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
440.729.1688
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

Have you ever seen that painting of Jesus laughing? My friend Patty grew up looking at this painting every
Sunday, as it hung in her Sunday school hallway. She remembers as a child thinking how wonderful it would be
to make Jesus laugh and imagined the ways she might provoke that response from him. To know her as an
adult, it is easy to see that those thoughts were formative for her. She strives daily to please God, especially in
her work as a pastoral counselor.
In Children’s and Youth ministry, it can be the smallest things that make the biggest impression. For this reason,
it is important that we hold ourselves to consistent and high standards. A few weeks ago, the Children’s and
Youth ministry teams sat down together to craft the purpose, values, and vision statements that, with God’s
guidance, would define and shape our work together. Our purpose statement summarizes what we determined
as our highest calling:
We seek to glorify God by immersing our children and youth in the Gospel message, giving them a foundation for a
personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ and equipping them for a life of faith and service.
We talked of our children’s inherent value to God and to our church and of the potential which lies within
them. As we envisioned their future, we imagined them maturing with a knowledge of God that would inspire a
lifelong faith and equip them to face life’s challenges. As our next step, we will determine specific goals for how
this vision will be realized. In Children’s Ministry, that will involve a new curriculum, the best possible learning
environments, and the engagement of families.
Ministry to children and youth happens in the context
of relationships, and this truly involves all of us as the
face of the church. A few months ago, I asked you to
prayerfully consider joining us in this vision and
ministry. There are opportunities in Children’s
Ministry to help with organization, crafting,
administrative work, shopping, missions, committee
work, or as a teacher or assistant teacher. In
whatever capacity you choose to be involved, my
pledge is that you will be equipped and supported.
All are invited to come learn more about the ministry
we envision at the upcoming Children’s Ministry
Orientation and Training on Sunday, August
31st. You’ll hear about our dreams and goals and if
you feel called, how you might make your invaluable
contribution.

Sunday School Teachers, parents,
grandparents, volunteers:
Save the Date!

August 31, 2014
11:45 a.m.
Room 8
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
ORIENTATION AND TRAINING
Childcare provided

Contact Elizabeth Goodin
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

God Bless,
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Youth Ministries

Amber Bowers
Youth Director
440.729.1688
330-719-3688

amber@christpcusa.org

This summer has been so beautiful. God’s creation has been a true splendor. Driving to and from the
church has been a time to reflect on and enjoy God’s plan. This includes both God’s plan for initial
creation and his plan for continued creation through us as human beings!
July has been a month filled with using our gifts to plan for the future, immediate and long term. There
have been planning meetings and organizing to prepare for the fall. Between the visioning, confirmation
and youth group planning, things are going to be quite exciting around here! Elizabeth Goodin has been
heading up the visioning for the fall, with children’s and youth committees working together to create a
truly lasting vision for CPC ministry. Staff has been working together to plan the fall kick off program. We
are hoping to make that into a lasting experience for all of CPC.
Preparing for youth group this fall, for me, is an even more exciting process! The Youth Group focus is
going to be on missions and self/team development. Most of our youth members will be going through
the confirmation process. Youth group will continue in a casual “summer way” through August until
September 14th, when we resume our regular 5:30pm-7:00pm Sunday meetings. Some of the plans for the
upcoming year are:




Hiram House Camp for a teambuilding low/high ropes course (Saturday, September 20)
Holly Hill with God Cares Ministry (Sunday, October 19)
Helping with the Beachland dinner and Operation Christmas Child.

Perhaps the most important project underway is the Confirmation Class that will be starting this fall. All
youth going into 8th, 9th & 10th grade are encouraged to be a part of the class. There will be 2 semesters –
October 4th to November 30 and January 11 to March 22. Classes will be held on Sunday mornings from
9:30am to 10:30am. Students are required to attend a minimum of 70% including class and worship
service. The course will loosely follow the curriculum from Sparkhouse called Re:form. It is expected to
be a rigorous learning experience culminating in the confirmation of students into the Christian faith.
Letters and details regarding all of this are being sent to parents and youth.
Many Blessing,

UPCOMING YOUTH GROUP EVENTS:
Lock- In – Sunday, August 3 7:00 PM to Monday,
August 4 8:00 AM
Youth Group – Aug 17 and Aug 24 5:30-7PM

The Children & Youth
Ministries will be collecting small
flashlights, AA & AAA batteries, and
sewing supplies such as: thread, needles,
pins, and small scissors during August for
the Samaritan Purse.
ALSO…
If you have any old eyeglass cases, please
bring those too. We will be filling them
with the sewing supplies.
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ANNIVERSARIES
Rusty & Cindy Wenger
Doug & Kim Welch
Andrew & Carolyn Fondrk
Rob & Lindsay Russell
Eric & Andrea Milnar
Ron & Charlene Schmidt
Bill & Charlotte Wood
Jong & Carol Hong
Jim & Jeanette Metcalf
Henry & Marsha Fischer
Russ & Dorie Wenger
Jim & Joy Kule
Cory & Chris Keller
Dick & Gail Rye
Ron & Susan Congdon
Craig & Meghan Zimmermann

08/04
08/06
08/07
08/07
08/10
08/10
08/10
08/14
08/18
08/21
08/24
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/29
08/29

BIRTHDAYS
Jayne Fairfield
Rachel Mykrantz
Mimm Strebeck
Bill Addison
Mac McArthur
Caitlyn Arp
Eileen Mormino
Louise Reames
Matthew Coso
Gail Sabo
Melody Goodin
Joy Wehagen
James Garee
Mark Goodin
Marilyn Russell

08/01
08/04
08/05
08/07
08/09
08/10
08/12
08/12
08/15
08/16
08/18
08/18
08/24
08/26
08/27

PARTICIPATE IN GLOBAL MISSIONS
right here in our backyard through InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship at Case Western Reserve
and Cleveland State Universities.
GOT STUFF? We are looking for gently used
items for anything suitable for apartment living.
Please bring them to the Great Hall at Church of
the Saviour (2537 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights,
OH 44118) on Friday, August 8th or before 8
a.m. on Saturday, August 9th, the day of our
annual Furniture and household giveaway. Earlier
pickup of items after July 1st, can be arranged
and stored by contacting Bok Chew at 216-3713114 or by email at: bokchew@yahoo.com
GOT A VEHICLE? Two hours of volunteer
time and a new world of friendship by either
bringing the students from campus (CWRU and
CSU) to the giveaway then delivering students
(and their stuff!) back to their apt after the
giveaway. Please contact Bok for more details.
GOT A BED? We are also very much in need
of new volunteers to assist in helping pick up
students from the airport and short term
housing for them when they first arrive (3-5
days). These are new students coming to study at
both CSU and CWRU. (now, thru August 23rd is
when new students are arriving).
Our vision is to see the campus renewed, students
lives changed and world changers developed.
Bok Chew
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
3316 Dellwood Road, Cleveland Hts, OH 44118
http://www.case.edu/orgs/isf/main.html
Cell: 216-371-3114
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

3

4

5

6

*Sunday
Morning
Schedule

9:30am
Children's
Ministries
Meeting

9:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Men's
Bible Study

5:30pm Youth
Group Lock-In

8

9
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias -CPC

6:30pm
Bootcamp

7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

10

11

12

13

*Sunday
Morning
Schedule

7:00pm Youth
Ministries
Meeting

9:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Men's
Bible Study

11:45am
Missions
Meeting

7

7:00pm Adult
Ministries
Meeting

14

15

16
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

9:30am
Evangelism
Meeting
6:30pm
Bootcamp

5:30pm Youth
Group

7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

17

18

19

20

21

*Sunday
Morning
Schedule

7:00pm
Property &
Maintenance
Meeting

9:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Men's
Bible Study

CHIMES
DEADLINE

28

6:30pm
Bootcamp

22

23
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias -CPC

7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group
24

25

26

27

10:30am
Outdoor
Worship

7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

9:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Men's
Bible Study

6:30pm
Bootcamp
7:00pm Joint
Session/Deacon

9:30am Garden
Club
7:00pm Worship
Meeting

29

30
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

31
*Sunday
Morning
Schedule

*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
o 9:30am Sunday School for Adults and Youth
o 9:30am Discovery Time for K-5th grade
o 10:30am Worship
o 10:30am Summer Sunday School for 3 years-2nd Grade
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CPC FINANCIAL UPDATE - 2014 OPERATING BUDGET
Month

Actual Income

January - June

$117,153.02

Actual Expense

$137,284.88
Reserve as of January 1, 2014:
Operating Fund Balance:
Please keep your pledge up to date to support our operating budget

ADOPT A FLOWER BED
We could use a few people to help keep our
church grounds well groomed by occasional
weeding. If you could spare just an hour or two
at a time that works for you it would be a great
help and very much appreciated. Please contact
Pat Gedeon to help (440-729-9992).

MORE
CHURCH PICNIC

Difference
(Income - Expenses)

($20,131.86)
$12,415.56
($7,716.30)

Church office hours:
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday
Contact Information
Christ Presbyterian
Church
12419 Chillicothe Rd.
Chesterland, OH 44026
440-729-1688
Fax: 440-729-3733
Website:
www.christpcusa.org

Church Office e-mail:
office@christpcusa.org
karen@christpcusa.org
Pastor Matt's e-mail:
matt@christpcusa.org
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