January 2015
Christ Presbyterian Church

I enjoyed “opening” the love gifts we gave to Jesus in the Sparkle
Box in worship. Here is some of what the Savior received at
Christmas:
I help Mama be happy for saying I luve you  Calling my uncle on his 75th
birthday to remind him of how special he is to me  Make a new friend to
someone new at school  Helping with dinner  I helped out orphans with
money  The gift of listening & being there for someone in deep distress 
Compassion, patience & love for my son  Donated to Ronald
McDonald House  I helped with my baby brother  Saying I love
you first thing in the morning  I gave Jesus my heart! 
Sharing toys with my big sister  Sharing a Thanksgiving
meal with others  I played all the right notes at my
concert Serving meals at Beachland Church Caring
for my ill sister Donated to Toys for Tots
Visited a couple in a nursing home love
to my Grandmother Helped my brother
with his homework I love my wife!
Giving food to those in need
I feed my dog 
Caring for my sister who
is ill  Baked pastry
for someone who
couldn’t

‘

May we keep giving to
Jesus into the New Year!

My life!

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 25,
Following worship
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
A BIG thank you to:










The congregation for 91 shoeboxes
collected.
The Mission Committee for paying
the shipping costs for the 38
shoeboxes packed at the OCC
packing party.
All the volunteers who helped during
collection week.
Amber & the youth group for their
help during collection week and
loading the cartons on the truck.
Jim Kule, Frank Lyon & Dushan
Bouchek for transporting the cartons
to Willoughby.
Debbie Brooks for all the support
and hours worked during collection
week.

Beth Bouchek

MISSION NEWS
CPC AND THE MISSION COMMITTEE
are continuing to support Hannah’s Home. The
mission of the home is to provide a respite for single,
young women who are pregnant where they can
continue their education and become better equipped
to make life-long decisions consistent with the
Christian Gospel.
Supporting the home consists of many things.
 Prayer - A prayer calendar is located on the
Mission’s bulletin board.
 Volunteer – The home is located in Mentor
 Donate: Hannah's Home has a list of
continuous and ever-changing needs. Go to
info@hannahshome.org for the latest
information.
Be a part of the “action” directly:

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
OPPORTUNITIES –
January 4th and 11th we will explore how
God’s Word can bring us contentment,
companionship confidence and comfort in a
class titled “Four Reason to Face the New
Year without Fear,” facilitated by Cory
Keller. January 19th thru February 15th we’ll
turn our attention to our historical faith
roots in a “Presbyterian Heritage” class led
by Pastor Matt. Both classes will meet at
9:30 am in the church Library.

January 24, 2013
Hannah’s Home is hosting: True Beauty Conference
9:00am to 4:00pm
Painesville Assembly of God
10949 Johnnycake Ridge Rd.
Painesville, OH 44077
Erin Davis, published author and speaker with Revive
Our Hearts and True Women Ministries, will help us
get to the heart of the question as we examine Biblical
Womanhood for today. This workshop will focus on
what scripture says about true beauty in our inner self,
the home and our community.
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Children’s
Ministries

Elizabeth Goodin
Children's Ministry Director
440.729.1688
elizabeth@christpcusa.org

Children’s Shadow
Nativity

Behind the scenes…
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
CLASSIFIEDS
Sunday School Teacher
Strengths: faith, love for children, love of
learning

Children’s Ministries Committee
Member
Strengths: faith, perspective, enthusiasm,
vision

VBS Director
Strengths: leadership, communication,
organizational and planning skills

Supplies Manager
Strengths: organizational skills, attention to
detail

Children and Worship
Sunday School Room Caretaker
Strengths: interest in Children and Worship
program, organizational skills,
industriousness

Missions Director
Strengths: generosity, compassion

Miscellaneous Tasks:
Create signs, posters, bulletin
boards, Sunday school crafts
Strengths: creativity, crafter

Shop for supplies
Strengths: diligence, market place
familiarity

Administrative Assistance
Strengths: computer skills

Assistance for Special Programs
(Advent, Lent, Family, VBS)
Strengths: flexibility, teamwork

Elizabeth Goodin
Children’s Ministries Director
Elizabeth@christpcusa.org
I have no sense of direction. At shopping malls, I often turn the
wrong way when leaving a store. I don’t realize it until things
begin to look too familiar, as if I had passed them just a few
minutes earlier, and in fact I have. The ability to orient myself is
not one of my strengths, so I rely on others. It saves time.
Maybe God arranged it that way so that I would never walk
through life alone.
In 1 Corinthians, Paul spoke of strengths, or gifts, as
manifestations of the Spirit given for the common good. We
are a body collectively, not individually. This became very
apparent to me last month while preparing for the children’s
Shadow Nativity. Bill Fischer constructed our screen, Debbie
Brooks made our props, Sharon Schaeffer and Susan Marino
took care of the costumes, Jim Hart arranged for our sound,
Susan Congdon played our music, Nancy Moritz, Karena
McCandless, Lindsay Russell, and Heather Reeves directed
from behind the screen, and of course, each child played his
own part. Together, with each person doing what he or she
did best, a large task was accomplished, and the Spirit shone
through.
I think we’re on to something. Children’s Ministry has grown
into many tasks, each requiring different talents and gifts. How
successful would our ministry be—what potential could be
reached—if those tasks were accomplished by individuals
performing in their own unique areas of strength? Isn’t this
how God intended the body of Christ to work?
Business author Marcus Buckingham describes how people may
know when they are manifesting their strengths in a task: not
only are they good at that task, but they instinctively look
forward to doing it. It feels easy, and though they may be tired
afterwards, they feel full rather than empty. There is a sense of
fulfillment because they have enabled God to work through
them, using the gifts God gave them.
I encourage everyone: search heart and mind to find a way to
express who you are and what you love. If you happen to find
that serving in Children’s Ministry (look for the Children’s
Ministry Classifieds found elsewhere in this newsletter), then I
would be thrilled. But really, what I want is for you to find an
activity that makes you feel strong. Because that is what will
help to bring Christ Presbyterian Church closer to what God
is calling us to be.
God Bless.

4

CHILDREN’S
MINISTRIES

FIRST GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
On Sunday January 25th during worship,
our first graders will be presented with
their own gift Bibles.
Please join us in celebrating together,
this important faith milestone.

CPC
Youth

Cookies for
Coffee hour
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Youth
Ministries
YOUTH EVENTS:
Sunday, January 4: following worship
Brief, Mission Trip Committee meeting
Sunday, January 11: 9:30-10:15am
Confirmation Class resumes with the
topic: “Why should I follow Jesus: can’t I
just say I believe in him?”
*Mentor/Mentee confirmation Game
Night! Details to come!

Amber Bowers-Balista
Youth Director
440.729.1688
330.719.3688
amber@christpcusa.org

Christmas is a time of family. People come home from
other states, or further. We have a chance to spend time
with those who are normally too busy. All the preparations
come to the conclusion of Jesus’ arrival, a time to just BE in
his presence with our loved ones. Like the still frame of the
nativity, Christmas is the day we can collectively take a
breath before we dig into the New Year.
It is so fitting for the holidays that our family would be
together, but really, this is true for the rest of the year. For
me and my family, it seems like we are always moving
around one another. Each of us keeps so busy in our
individual lives. I think, just like Christmas day, Sunday is
our weekly day for family.
That has always seemed to be true in my family (even if it
wasn’t while attending worship) but never have I seen it
working so nicely within a whole congregation as I see it
here. We spend time as God’s family on Sunday morningbefore worship, during worship, and sometimes long after.
Our family crosses generations, school districts, life stages
and labels. We are a congregation, but what is more
precise, we are an extended family to one another.
Applying that to our youth, it’s amazing watching them
grow into an integral part of that family. In December our
youth have had the opportunity to learn some of the roles
of the church like ushers, liturgist, advent candle lighting,
and helping to serve cookies in coffee hour. Confirmation
class is also with a church family focus. Youth have adult
mentors in the congregation to perhaps help them through
confirmation, but more importantly to be an example and
guide as their brothers and sisters in Christ for as long as
they need a family.
This summer the youth will be involved in a mission trip to
McDowell County, WV. While it is through a youth
focused organization called Youth Works, this trip is for all
adults AND teens in the congregation! Mission trips are a
great way for kids to learn how to serve, and who better to
teach them than those who have served before them? Join
us for a planning meeting January 4th after worship.
All this is simply to say, we can have a powerful “youth
group” that is completely connected to church rather than
separate from exactly those people they need most to learn
from.
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DEACONS:
GREETERS NEEDED!
Sign-up to greet on Sunday mornings in
Fellowship Hall or contact Sue Scott at:
440-338-5718.

BEACHLAND DINNERS
Our Next community dinner at Beachland
Presbyterian Church is Thursday, January 29,
2015. Wow, it's hard to believe we have
been serving these meals the last Thurs. of
the month since May 2013. We've been
truly blessed to serve this community with
not only a hot meal, but with fellowship and
love. We would welcome anyone from the
church (a limit of 12 per meal) to help us
prepare and serve this dinner. A Sign-up
sheet will be in the fellowship hall for those
who would like to join us and for those who
would like to help by supplying some of our
food needs, such as: regular spaghetti,
cookies, Italian salad dressing, and of course,
monetary donations to cover the cost of
other food and paper products, etc. If you
have any questions, please call Cyndie Tropf
at 440-729-3764.
Thank you for your
generosity in supporting this mission in the
past and in the future.

CONSIDER THE DEACONS
The Christmas Eve offering is the only
money that funds the Deacon’s budget
each year. We hope that you might
consider donating to the deacons
throughout the year so that we can
continue to show God’s love and grace to
our neighbors in Geauga County and
beyond. Thank you in advance.

Thank you for all the donations given in
December to help the Deacons reach out to
community groups. WomenSafe and Next Step
Home greatly appreciate our support. Missions
and Deacons would like to continue to collect
paper products to give to both organizations, as
well as to our church's Food Pantry through the
months of January and February. Suggested items
are Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towels, etc.
Place your donations in the boxes in the
Fellowship hall. Please consider this the next
time you're out shopping.

CPC Mission Committee and Deacons

Thank you to all the bakers who shared
their Christmas goodies with our CPC
family during our December coffee
hour. Each week those special treats
were so appreciatively eaten that come
clean-up time, not a crumb could be
found on any of the platters!
I get so many requests for the recipes
that next year I might request that
recipe cards come with the treats!
I also thank Pat Gedeon for the beautiful
centerpiece she created for our table
which added to the festive atmosphere
of our Christmas coffee hour.
I love you all!

Cyndie Tropf
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*SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
9:30am Sunday School for Adults and Youth
9:30am Discovery Time for K-5th grade
9:30am Confirmation Class
10:00am Joyful Noise Choir
10:30am Worship
10:30am Sunday School for 3 years-5th Grade

SUN

4
*Sunday
morning
schedule

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
CPC Office is
Closed

2

3
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

8
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
8:15pm
Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

9

10
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias CPC

5
6
9:30am
9:30am Prayer
Children's
Group
Ministries
6:30pm
Meeting
Bootcamp
7:00pm
Deacons
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group
12
13
1:00pm Staff 9:30am Prayer
7:00pm Youth
Group
Ministries
10:00am
Meeting
Evangelism
Meeting
7:00pm Adult
Ministries
6:30pm
Meeting
Bootcamp
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

7
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

14
15
6:30am Men's 7:00pm Choir
Bible Study
Rehearsal
7:00pm Girl
8:15pm
Scouts
Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

16

17
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

18
9:30am
Confirmation
Class
*Sunday
morning
schedule

19
20
CPC Office is 9:30am Prayer
Closed
Group
7:00pm
6:30pm
Property &
Bootcamp
Maintenance
7:00 Session
7:30pm Men's
Discussion
Group

21
22
6:30am Men's 7:00pm Choir
Bible Study
Rehearsal
11:00am
8:15pm
Chapel Circle Grateful Praise
Rehearsal

23

24
8:00am Men's
Tres Dias CPC

25
9:30am
Confirmation
Class
*Sunday
morning
schedule

26
27
7:30pm Men's 9:30am Prayer
Discussion
Group
Group
6:30pm
Bootcamp

28
6:30am Men's
Bible Study

30

31
8:00am Men's
Bible Study CPC

11:45am
All-Church
Mission Trip
Committee
Meeting
11
9:30am
Confirmation
Class
*Sunday
morning
schedule
11:45am
Mission
Committee
Meeting

11:30am
Annual
Meeting

29
Beachland
Dinner
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
8:15pm
Grateful Praise
Rehearsal
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2014 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
will be passed out on Sunday January 4, 2015
and January 11, 2015 following worship.
NOTE: The Initial Offering Envelope is
used to offset the cost of the pledge
envelopes only. Each box of pledge envelopes
(including Youth) costs less than $5.00. The
Per Capita is a sort of membership fee for
being part of the Presbyterian Church of the
Western Reserve Synod and changes yearly;
$26 for 2015 per member.

Rusty Wenger
CPC Financial Secretary

Annual Reports available on
January 18
2015 Chimes Submission Deadline
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
January

January 22nd
February 19th
March 19th
April 23rd
May 21st
June 18th
July 23rd
August 20th
September 17th
October 22nd
November 16th
December 14th

ANNIVERSARIES
Frank & Eileen Mormino

01/07

BIRTHDAYS
Dick Sabo
Bill Shipitalo
Pat Garee
Skip Van Kampen
Al Makuc
Shari McCaslin
Maveric Milnar
Bill Eichele
Sandy Stumpf
Marsha Zimmermann
Trae Zimmermann
Nancy Cline
Helen Frankmann
Peter Davidson
Rita Elswick
Bob Graham
Vic Strebeck
Connor Arp
Marsha Fischer
Carolyn Landis
Mitchell Nitz
Margie Clapp
Jong Hong
Rosemary Macedonio
Graham Maclellan
Alayna Makuc
Bob Albrecht
Linda Davidson
Bobby Brooks
Amber Balista
Shannon Monsman
Evan Reeves
Eric Mathiott
Kathy Troyer

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/02
01/03
01/03
01/05
01/06
01/06
01/07
01/08
01/09
01/10
01/11
01/12
01/13
01/13
01/18
01/22
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/23
01/23
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/25
01/29
01/30
01/30
01/30
01/31
01/31
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Carol Hong and Nancy Moritz were
honored for their years of leadership
and faithful service by enjoying dinner
at Sara's Place on December 16.
Tell your friends and neighbors about
CPC’s
Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed

There are Flyers located in Fellowship Hall.
Help us spread the word by taking some
flyers and passing them out around town!
Clothing donated to our sheds is then
distributed to people all over the world as well
as locally, where there is a need.

WHEN THE WEATHER OUTSIDE
GETS FRIGHTFUL
CHECK FOR EVENT CANCELLATIONS:
 Your E-mail
 CPC Website:
http://www.christpcusa.org/
 CPC Facebook page
 call the church office:
440-729-1688
Reminder: CPC Office is closed when West
Geauga schools are closed.
CPC FINANCIAL UPDATE - 2014 OPERATING BUDGET
Month

Actual Income

January - November

$230,435.48

Actual Expense

$232,181.51
Reserve as of January 1, 2014:
Operating Fund Balance:
Please keep your pledge up-to-date to support our operating budget.

Difference
(Income - Expenses)

($1,746.03)
$12,415.56
$10,669.53
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