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“The God We See in Jesus” 
Matthew B. Reeves 

 
This meditation was offered prior to a dramatic reading of the passion of Jesus according to the Gospel of Mark. 

 
The story we are about to hear is not simply about a man named Jesus. It is a story about God. 

According to Paul, if you to know what God is like, you have to look at Jesus on cross. 
 

This is very different from the philosophical constructs the church sometimes uses for defining 
God, saying words like omnipotent, which means all-powerful; or omniscient, which means all-knowing; or 
omnipresent, which means in-all-places.  
 

The Bible doesn’t use those terms. The Bible talks about who God is in terms of what God does, 
which brings us the story we are about to hear, a narrative that is not simply about Jesus, but about the 
heart and character, the power and presence, the suffering and very being of the God whose wisdom is 
cross. 
 

Which leads me to an invitation I want to give to you. Since church professes with Scripture that 
the Son of God became human in and as Jesus of Nazareth, so that as Jesus was acting, God was acting, 
why don’t you try this out: as you hear this story, when you see and hear Jesus, think, this is God acting 
and speaking. And when you see what is being done to Jesus, what is being said to Jesus, think, this is 
being done, this is being said to God. 
 

The story of the cross is the story of God having his way. What a strange way it is, God showing 
all his glory by emptying himself through his Son. God suffers the world’s rejection in Jesus Christ, so that 
we might be accepted. So we might never out of the reach of the love of God that suffers for us. 
 

Now hear the Passion of the Lord Jesus Christ according to the Gospel of Mark. 


