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 “Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered.” Again, says Mark. A crowd has gathered 
again. It happens all through the start of Mark’s gospel. Jesus goes to a place and, bam! There’s a crowd. 
What about that as one way of thinking about church? The church is the crowd of people gathered to 
Jesus. According to Mark, Jesus gathers quite an eclectic crowd. 
 

Most of us have ideas of what “our crowd” tends to be. Just talk to a fifth grader, and soon you 
know who are the cool kids, the smart kids, the band kids, the sports kids, the kids who express their non-
conformity by conforming to the image of non-conformity. We grow and change, in our beliefs, in our 
politics, in education and income and interests, but what doesn’t tend to change is that there’s a set of 
people, a certain crowd, with whom we tend to feel most comfortable.  

 
We don’t enjoy feeling like the person who wears a Golden State Warriors jersey to the Q on 

Tuesday. We like to feel as though we belong, and so we tend fall in with people who share our interests, 
our vision of life, our style of doing things. In a way, this is fine as it goes, but the “my crowd” mentality 
comes with an implication, which is that we can endlessly segment ourselves from others, so that we only 
share life with and show interest in those who feel like our tribe.   

 
If close to the heart of the meaning of church is that we’re the people gathered around Jesus, it 

means that the center of life isn’t the sameness as a crowd. Our center is in Jesus, with whom we are taken 
for what he is saying and doing. What Jesus is saying and doing is why the crowd gathers in Mark chapter 
3. When the focus of the church is what Jesus is saying and doing, the church ends up quite a motley 
crowd.  

 
Maybe a crowd that seemed like the wrong kind of tribe for Jesus is what prompted him family to 

go and try to take Jesus home. Does it come as a shock that Jesus would be anything other than tight with 
his mother and his brothers? But in our text today, there’s evident friction between Jesus and his family. 
Maybe you’re in friction with your family today. Hey, Jesus himself has been there. Apparently, the way 
Jesus announced the kingdom of God wasn’t doing the family proud. 
 
 In the early chapters of Mark, Jesus goes through his hometown region of Galilee teaching about 
God’s kingdom, which God’s way of ruling the world. And more than just teaching, he’s showing what it 
looks like when God’s way of ruling the world breaks into peoples’ lives.  
 

These first chapters of Mark are crazy series of events. Jesus teaches in a synagogue, and talks to a 
demon that knows him by name. He throws our unclean spirits from people and heals their afflictions. He 
touches people diseased with leprosy, people whom the religious and social conventions say have to live 
outside the town. Jesus forgives a man his sins, even though the man hasn’t sinned against Jesus. The 
religious authorities cry out, “This man is speaking blasphemy––he’s forgiving others as though he is 
God!”  
 



 It’s as though the thing you don’t expect is the thing Jesus will do. Like when Jesus calls as a 
disciple a socially despised tax collector named Levi, and then has a dinner party with Levi’s friends––
friends who, according those concerned with religious values, were living blatantly sinful lives.  
 

So we can imagine the buzz about Jesus that’s reaching his family in Nazareth. “They say he talks 
to demons, hangs out with outcasts. He’s speaking blasphemous words! They say he likes to have dinner 
with tax collectors and sinners.” And seemingly every chance he gets, Mark keeps on saying that Jesus is 
gathering crowds.  
 

Any who are half awake to the kingdom Jesus is announcing, and with whom he’s announcing it, 
can imagine what kind of crowd this demon conversant, outcast intimate, forgiveness granting Jesus is 
gathering. These are not just the kinds of people who wear church clothes on Sunday. The are people 
who lead his family to say, “He is out of his mind.” And not just his family, but also the religion scholars 
who know what the Bible says inside and out. The religion experts are saying that Jesus must be demon 
possessed. He’s casting out demons by the stronger demon that’s taken control of him. 

 
God’s will being worked in Jesus, among the crowd he’s gathered, it seems so crazy that the family 

with whom Jesus has been close all his life, and the Bible experts who we’d think should know God’s work 
when they see it––well, they’ve all missed the boat. 

 
If Jesus’ own family and the Scripture experts of Jesus’ day––if they were all missing the boat––it 

seems like we have to ask, is there some way that we are missing the kingdom of God boat too? Because 
the truth is, sometimes Jesus’ ministry with us isn’t to confirm our faith and strengthen us in how we’ve 
long believed, but to shake us up because what we’ve long believed just isn’t true to the way God is at 
work in the world in Christ. 

 
Evangelical Christian Philip Yancey recently wrote a book called Vanishing Grace. He says he wrote 

it because he’s concerned the church is missing Jesus’ boat. He starts out with a statistic, that in 1985, 
85% of Americans with no religious commitment had a favorable view of the church. Thirteen years later, 
in 2009, the same polling group found that only 16% of young outsiders to the church saw the church in 
positive light. Yancey wanted to explore why the church had become so unattractive to the crowd of 
young people. 

 
Yancey names four common complaints about Christians by those who are turned off by the 

church. 
• You don’t listen to me. 
• You judge me. 
• Your faith confuses me. 
• You talk about what’s wrong instead of making it right. 

And then he says, “When I ask, ‘Tell me the first word that comes to your mind when I say Christian,” not 
one time has someone suggested the word, love. 
 
 Mark mentions the crowd gathered around Jesus so many times––this crowd that includes 
morally questionable, socially marginalized, afflicted, religiously impure people; these people who just 
keep coming to Jesus as though he’s the drink of water they’d been waiting for across long, thirsty years––
Mark talks so many times about this crazy crowd that so offends Jesus family and religious authorities so 
many, it’s like Mark is begging us to see what kind of crowd Jesus’ disciples should be with. 
 
 What is it that could draw and hold together such a wild collection of people? Whatever it is, it 
has to be at the bottom of God’s kingdom. Whatever brings this crowd to Jesus, it’s the boat that Jesus is 
on and what his Jesus’ family and the religion experts were missing.  



 
Let’s listen to Mark again, in that place where Jesus is told, “Hey, your family is outside and they 

are looking for you.” And Jesus replies, “You want to talk about family, who my mother, brothers, and sisters 
really are? They are right here.” And he looks at that crazy, diverse and soul-aching crowd.  

 
Mark says very specifically that these people whom Jesus calls family are seated around him in a 

circle. Which is to say that Jesus is the center, and that what makes them family is that they are all looking 
and listening and yearning for him, and the way of God he announces. And then as he looks at the crowd 
around him, he says something else. “Whoever does God’s will is my brother, sister, and mother.”  

 
Just what is the will of God Jesus is talking about? It’s an important question, for the church is 

always talking, today not the least, about what is the will of God? It’s a big question that we never have 
fully figured out. But to look at Jesus with a crowd so questionable he’s called crazy and demon-possessed, 
we have to conclude that at the bottom of God’s will and God’s kingdom is demonstration of mercy that’s 
simply shocking. 

 
These people around Jesus who have felt excluded and crushed, who have known affliction and 

despair, they have found that Jesus will listen to their life without judging them; that he will speak a word 
that may not make perfect sense but which resonates in their soul; and that somehow, with Jesus, their life 
that has felt so wrong, can actually be healed. 

 
The heart of the gospel, riches of God’s kingdom, the lifeblood of Jesus in the church, is all about 

mercy. Kindness and compassion toward those who are broken; grace abounding for sinners. Mercy is the 
highest family value in the family of Jesus. Jesus wills that outsiders say of his church, “Oh, they are the 
ones who show mercy.” 

 
Maybe the only way this can make sense to us is when we find how we ourselves are among the 

broken and desperate, how we are beside those who might seem outside our chosen tribe, but who, like us 
find that Jesus is drink they’ve thirsted for all their life. The gospels show us time and again that those who 
struggle to show mercy and love are often those who have tasted little mercy and love themselves.. 

 
Which is why we keep on gathering to Jesus’ family table. Gathered to Jesus around this table, we 

receive the cup of bottomless mercy and the bread of unending love. We rub elbows with the other sinners 
and tax collectors, the lepers, and the morally impure, and with them we hear that we are wanted by God. 

 
If we’re in our right mind, how can we not say, “This is just crazy!” What madness of grace is the 

will of God, that the only one truly in a position to judge has taken all judgment upon himself? The 
merciful Judge calls us to the family table, to taking in signs of his body and blood, to that his grace 
courses through our veins. So that we may be blood brothers, blood sisters of the merciful Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


