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  22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
October 25, 2015 

 
 
 
 

Matthew 9:2-8 
“Miracles: Living by What God Can Do” 

Matthew B. Reeves 
 

 Four men bring their friend to Jesus, just as we have brought someone we love, some place in life where 
seems no way out, and placed them at the feet of Jesus. Like us, they are looking for future that includes blessing. 
You might even say they were looking for a miracle. You don’t look to a friend, or your doctor, or your financial 
planner to work the seemingly impossible, but you might look for a miracle from Jesus.  
 

A miracle is what we look for when some door seems closed and, for all our straining, we can’t open it. 
Without the miracle, there would seem to be no future, or at least a future without something for which we 
desperately long. 
 
 The four men sought for their friend a future with healing from paralysis. We can imagine they’ve taken 
him to specialists, tried all the treatments, and prayed their hearts out for him. But still, his body won’t move when 
he commands. 
 

But word is spreading about this Jesus who heals people of their diseases. He sets them free of their demons. 
It’s said that once, on the lake, he stilled a boat-sinking storm simply by telling the waves, “Be quiet.” So when Jesus 
comes to shore after crossing the lake, faith brings these men to carry their friend to the feet of this wonder worker.  

 
They don’t even have to tell Jesus what they want. The Lord knows they seek a miracle. They want for 

their friend a different future than one where he’s paralyzed on a mat. Jesus does performs a miracle. He gives the 
man a new future, but it’s more and different than what they’d sought. The future Jesus gives us is always a miracle 
that’s more and different than what we might expect. 

 
When reading the gospels, we expect to find miracles. But what about in the story of our life? On how 

many pages of life have we looked for God to open some door that seemed to stay closed? God had to open it 
because it would have taken a miracle. The prescribed treatment wasn’t working, the counseling was proving 
fruitless, the hand that live was dealing us seemed to be setting us up for defeat. Have you ever hoped and prayed 
for a wondrous solution that just didn’t come? 

 
Maybe that how miracles in the Bible can seem, like wondrous solutions to life’s impossible problems? The 

impossible problem is paralysis, Jesus’ solution is healing. The problem is blindness, Jesus’ solution is sight. The 
problem is a raging storm, Jesus’ solution is a sea made calm. 

 
But Christians fleeing an impossible situation Syria have prayed and prayed for peace. Still, the bombs 

continue to drop. For how long has there been prayer miraculous peace in the Holy Land? But the news shows how 
knives and guns continue to be drawn. Our nation’s war over slavery ended 150 years ago, but true racial 
reconciliation is a miracle for which we still wait and pray. 

 
But in the gospels, the main point of Jesus’ wonders isn’t that he can get people out of impossible situations. 

Of course he can, but the larger purpose of miracles is to demonstrate, to announce the future that God has for us. 
The gospels tell us that in Jesus, God’s lasting purpose for all things was being worked out right in our midst. 

 
Last week, in our series on the Bible as the story of our life, we heard that Jesus is God-with-us. In the man 

named Jesus, God was coming among us. In Jesus, God showed us the fullness of who God really is and of God’s 
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purpose for our lives. And so, yes, when Jesus performed a miracle, we see God’s compassion for us in our struggles 
really coming through.  

 
But the miracles were also a revelation of what it looks like when God’s final purposes the world are 

breaking in. This is why, in the gospels, a standard response to a miracle is not relief that a problem is solved but 
praise to God and standing in awe of who Jesus shows God to be. So Jesus’ miracles are about more than getting 
people out situations they can’t get out of themselves. They awaken people to God’s presence, to God’s authority in 
the world. 

 
We’re told it was the faith of the paralyzed man’s friends brought him into presence of Jesus. This is the 

great compulsion of faith. Faith wants to get into Jesus’ presence. When we live in Jesus’ presence, life becomes 
more miraculous because we live by God’s gracious authority in the world.  

 
Take what happened with the paralyzed man. Jesus looked at him, and at the faith of his friends, and gave 

him a miracle. He announced, “Take heart, son. Your sins are forgiven.” 
 
 But is that right? Check that again. The miracle Jesus performs for a paralyzed man is to forgive him his 
sins? Surely forgiveness isn’t why the friends brought man to Jesus! Isn’t this like being taken to the emergency room 
with a broken leg… to have the doctor pronounce your freedom from the hurt you have caused others––as your 
throbbing leg just sits there all bent out of shape? What kind of non-sequetir healing is the forgiveness of sins for a 
paralyzed man? 

 
The paralyzed man’s friends, I wonder if their hearts sank at Jesus’ words? Need of forgiveness was not the 

presenting problem. And he hearts of the Bible teachers looking on, they were enraged.  
 
“How dare he,” they said. “This Jesus is committing blasphemy.” And in a way they were right. If no one 

but God can forgive sins because, in the end, all sin is against God, Jesus would seem to a blasphemer. To forgive 
someone else’s sins is to speak with the authority of God. Jesus was a blasphemer, unless…unless there was a living, 
breathing miracle right in their midst. Unless, before Jesus, they stood in the presence of the fullness God’s of 
authority. Unless God really was as close to them as the breath of Jesus’ mouth. 

 
I believe that someone who is skeptical about miracles can hardly be faulted for that. Life can teach us to be 

skeptics. But for those skeptical that the impossible could happen in the course of our lives, it could be that God’s 
authority and presence in the world is really what’s at issue.  

 
Skepticism can see the miracles in the Bible and say, that doesn’t really happen today and can call on most 

of daily experience to back up assertion. They have located themselves in a mechanistic world. Illness happens and 
the science of the body and medicine treats it or it doesn’t. Hurricanes happen by the laws of nature and God 
doesn’t do anything to stop them. There are things in life that are impossible and always will be.  

 
Without the possibility of miracles, God locked away in heaven, where God may have some kind of 

authority but doesn’t make us of it on earth. 
 
But listen to what Jesus says to those objecting to his forgiveness. He says, “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your 

sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins.” He says this as though it would have been nothing for him to say, “Get up,” and the paralyzed man 
would have walked away. He says it like any old healer could do that. But forgiveness of sins, that is true and greater 
miracle. Forgiveness showed God’s present authority on earth. 

 
Jesus says he’s there as the Son of Man, which is a term from the book of Daniel referring to the ruler God 

would send to transform the world. The Son of Man would put an end to every oppression. The Son of Man would 
show that God is fully in charge in the world. 
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And at the bottom, isn’t that what we yearn for when we hope for a miracle. Our hope that it isn’t disease 
or conflict or scarcity or limitation. It isn’t that closed door we keep staring at, but God who is good that’s really in 
charge of the world and of our lives. That with God’s present mercy, God’s present goodness, we will have a future 
that does contain life. 
 

Jesus’ deed of power for the paralyzed man tells us that the great miracle on which our future hinges isn’t 
just defying of natural or some solution as though by magic. In the end, our future depends on forgiveness.  

 
The great wonder Jesus performs is to be God’s serving in healing our great but sometimes less obvious 

terminal ailment called sin. Sing being all our failures and wrong turns with God and one another. Sin being our 
ingrained tragic pursuit of what will never make for our true life and joy. In the end, the sin that separates us from 
God our life is what really paralyzes us, and cripples our world.  

 
Jesus does tend to the paralyzed man’s body. “Get up,” he says, “and take up your mat. Get up and go 

home.” But he doesn’t say this before giving the deeper healing. “Take heart,” he said, “You’re forgiven.” It wasn’t 
because he could walk but because he was forgiven that he had a future. 

 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu has written a book called No Future Without Forgiveness. Tutu was 

the Archbishop of Cape Town when South Africa was coming out of apartheid. The book tells about his experience 
leading the nation’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission that sought a way forward from South Africa’s racist 
past, and all the bloodshed, evil and terrible pain black and white South Africans had endured.  

 
It was decided early on that South Africa’s only hope for the future was not punishment for wrongdoing but 

giving and receiving forgiveness. Without forgiveness, the body of the nation would never really heal. We might 
suspect that South Africa isn’t the only nation where that is the case. 

 
Toward the end of his book Archbishop Tutu write something that sounds like our series on the story of the 

Bible. He says,  
 

Believers say we might describe most of human history as a quest for that harmony, friendship, and 
peace for which we appear to have been created. The Bible depicts it all as a God-directed 
campaign to recover that primordial harmony when the lion will again lie with the lamb. 
Somewhere deep inside us we seem to know that we are destined for something better. 
 

 When we hope for miracles, it’s just our hearts yearning to know that we’re destined for something better. 
Jesus and his forgiveness are the key to that better future. 
 

Jesus is always looking deep inside us, deeper even than we can see into ourselves. That’s why he saw need 
for a deeper miracle than the healing of a body. He saw need for a man to be freed from all that separates him from 
God.  

 
When the people around Jesus objected to his pronouncement of forgiveness, Matthew says Jesus knew 

their hearts’ evil thoughts. It’s always the evil, the sin in our hearts that keeps us from discerning the miracle of 
grace happening in our midst. 

 
How the illness hasn’t been cured, but there’s miracle happening in the quiet joy you find yourself living in. 

How a loved one you prayed for still died, but there’s miracle taking place in your faith that God gives life even the 
face of death. Your financial life hasn’t made the strides for which you’d hoped, but the miracle is that you’re 
learning to live from the security of God’s love which money can’t buy. 

 
At the end of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus the last thing Jesus says is that he has God’s full authority in heaven 

and on earth, and that we are to remember he’s always wit us, even to the end. Which leads us to the often-
unrecognized miracle God is performing for us always.  

 



 4 

Our most faithful friend the Holy Spirit is always bringing us to Jesus, our Savior and healer, laying us at his 
feet. In Jesus’ presence we are always told, you are forgiven. No failing of ours will ever keep us from God’s love. 
Nothing of our past can overwrite write the future God intends for us.  

 
Which is why Jesus keeps telling us what he said to the paralyzed man. He said, “Get up.” Get up and get 

living. Get up and live with God your Savior as the authority in your life. Get up and live as miracle people. Not 
miracle people whose diseases are all suddenly cured or whose troubles are all gone, but a people whose lives 
evidence the God’s greatest miracle of all, which is that Jesus got up. 

 
Three times in our story, Matthew says that prase, “Get up!” It’s because that’s what the gospel is about. 

When Jesus was paralyzed by death, after he’d gone to the cross to deal with everything that would keep us from life 
that’s really life, Jesus got up. 

 
The resurrection is God’s all-time great miracle. The victory Jesus’ risen body announces that the heavy 

doors of sin and death are doors that God can open. By faith in Christ, you are inside a miracle. You are inside a 
life and a hope and a purpose that can’t be destroyed. 

 
This is why you can get up and risk. This is why you can pray with abandon and trust in God’s goodness. 

You can get up and really give yourself to life, not holding anything back. Because Christ holds the door to your 
future, and by his miracle of forgiveness it’s always open. We just keep on getting up and walking into life. We keep 
on walking by everything God does for us. Amen.  


