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 The people were filled with expectation. That’s what Luke tells us. He says, in their hearts they were all 
wondering if John might be the Messiah. A lot has changed since Jesus’ day, but not so much in the way of hearts. Hearts 
are inclined to look for someone, some thing, some change, wondering if that might make all the difference. 
 

In Jesus’ day, there were many sets expectations for the difference the Messiah would make. The Messiah would 
make the people secure by defeating the nation’s enemies. Or the Messiah would establish good government so there’d be 
justice and prosperity in the land. Or the Messiah would bring restoration, so all that was wrong would be set to right.  

 
If we still look expectantly for these things to happen today, it’s because, while technology may change, hearts 

basically stay the same. It seems our hearts are always hoping to find that someone, that something that will save us, that 
will make all the difference.  

 
On the national stage, people rally around a candidate that promises to set to rights all that’s wrong with our 

nation. Political parties hold great messiah anointing ceremonies called national conventions. Or maybe it’s our sports 
teams we hope will save us. They’ll restore pride to the city and make us feel like winners. So we hope in the second 
coming of LeBron. Surely the next coach of the Browns will be the one that makes the difference. 

 
Or maybe our hopes for some messiah lie closer to home. We hope for some new relationship so we won’t feel so 

lonely. We can look to the people we work with to save us. We long for them to tell us how essential we are, that they 
couldn’t do it without us. Our children can become our messiah. We hope they’ll grow up to fulfill all our desires for them. 
There’s always the temptation to be our own messiah, and so we can labor under the burden of the expectations we place 
on ourselves, exhausting ourselves from the effort of fulfilling all our dreams. 

 
Even when our messiahs disappoint us, and they eventually all do, it doesn’t seem to stop us from looking for 

another one. Our hearts just keep wondering who or what will turn things around. 
 
So the people wondered about John the Baptist as a messiah for Israel. John insisted that he was not. There is 

great value in knowing who your messiah is not, who and what will not save you. Sometimes we have to acknowledge what 
won’t actually save us before we can see and trust in the one who will.  

 
The true Messiah is coming, said John. Coming in the power of God’s Spirit and with fire. And one day, that One 

showed up at the river where John was baptizing. There at the river, with the sign of water and in the power of the Spirit, 
God anointed him Israel’s Messiah and claimed him as God’s Son.  

 
The question for us today is, do our expectant hearts actually imagine that Jesus is that Messiah we’ve really been 

hoping for? 
 
I’m not talking about the Sunday School answer here. Of course we think Jesus is the Savior or we probably 

wouldn’t be here in church. I’m talking about whether, in the lives we really live, whether we truly believe that Jesus 
makes all the difference. Because today, like back then, Jesus isn’t a Savior who simply punches our ticket to heaven and 
hands us a get-out-of-hell-for-free card.  

 
When Jesus rose from his baptism and had a ministry in the streets and in homes of people, he was getting 

involved in peoples daily lives intimately and purposefully. He’s still the Messiah who makes all the difference in the world 
here and now. 
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Luke says, “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.” Jesus’ baptism said that, in him, 
God was getting personally involved in the life of the world. Jesus wasn’t baptized because, like all the others, he had sins 
to repent of. He was baptized to show that he was really with us, one with all the people, one with us. Jesus’ baptism said 
that God was coming to meet us where we are and as we are.  

 
Luke also says that at his baptism, as Jesus was praying, “heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 

Jesus in bodily form like a dove.” The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell us this as well, that at Jesus’ baptism, 
the heavens were opened. Mark even says heavens were torn open. Something that’s torn isn’t easily put back together. 
And that’s really the power of this moment, both for Jesus and for us. 

 
For Jesus, we see God coming out of the heavenly realm to come upon Jesus, God’s Messiah and Son. Which 

leads to power of this moment of us. Because the point of God coming upon Jesus, is that, through Jesus, God moves out 
of heaven to encounter all of us.  

 
Our baptism says that the place for encountering God isn’t in heaven but on earth. It’s important that the gospels 

that say God opened the heavens when Jesus was baptized never go on to say that God closed the heavens up. That’s because when 
Jesus emerged from the water, the heaven life, the God life, the saving life was walking around in the one true Messiah. In 
Jesus, the one who makes all the difference for the world. 

 
But may if you’ve been part of the church for a while, it feels old hat so say that Jesus is the Messiah who makes all 

the difference for the world. That Jesus is God present with us. That Jesus is the Savior in who dies for our sins and 
conquers death in the resurrection. The question our baptism asks us isn’t whether we know this good news, but how 
seriously we take it.  

 
Because if we really take seriously that Jesus is the Messiah that makes all the difference to the yearnings of our 

hearts, then it means a couple things for us. It means that we don’t have to look for anything or anyone else to be our 
messiah. We can go ahead and support the candidate we think is best and go hoarse yelling for our team. We can look for 
a new relationship and do our work like it really matters. We can want the best for our children and make our best effort 
in life. But we can do all this knowing that none of these things will save us, so we don’t have to treat them like we will. In 
Jesus, God has saved us. Jesus alone can carry the burden of being our Messiah. Of making all the difference.  

 
If we believe that we don’t need another Savior than the one God has given in Jesus, remarkable things can 

happen. One thing that can happens is, we receive incredible power and freedom to make difference in our corner of the 
world. Because our baptism says that we are anointed with the same Spirit who came upon Jesus in his own baptism. We 
soaked in the same love that God pronounced over his Son. This means we aren’t the Messiah, but be we are specially 
chosen by God to be part of his work in the world. 

 
I want to tell you a story about the difference Jesus the messiah made in the corner of one person’s world. It’s a 

story I learned of a man named Craig.  
 
Craig is baptized follower of Jesus. As an architect he travels a lot. One day, he and a colleague were flying home 

from overseas and they got stuck in Atlanta. Hours of delay piled on and eventually the flight got cancelled, and they had 
to spend the night in the airport. All the passengers were put in one of those rebooking lines where everyone is mad.  

 
The line will filled with travelers so angry they would have strangled kittens and puppies. But there weren’t any 

kittens or puppies available, so the booking agent at the front of the line––a young woman who was just trying to help 
them––she was getting yelled at by one person after another.  

 
So, Craig reached the front of the line, and he looked at the young woman, and he smiled, and said, “I promise, 

I’m not going to yell at you.” And the woman’s brow unfurrowed, and she whispered, “Thank you.” 
 
So, after their flights got booked, Craig and his colleague were walking down the concourse and the colleague 

said, “You know, Craig. I’ve known you for a long time. A year ago, you would have been enraged at what’s happened 
today and you would have lit into the woman at the counter.” 
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And Craig said, “You know, you’re right. But I have changed. I know who I am and I know where I am.” He 
said, “I am a person in whom Christ dwells. And I live in the kingdom of a God who loves me and is caring for me. I’m 
frustrated but I’m still at peace. Anger doesn’t help anything.”1 

 
That’s the statement of a man in whom Jesus is the Messiah in whatever he’s facing today. 
 
You can live day to day, even moment to moment, just from running from messiah to messiah, just trading one 

failing savior for another. Which become life of endless disappointment, anger, and starvation of the peace our hearts 
really long for. This is just why God sent Jesus as one of us, to be the Savior who personally loves us and cares for us. Who 
meet us as we are, and where we are. Who, moment by moment, fills us with all the power God opened heaven to give.  
 

So now, we’re coming to a moment when we’re invited to come forward and remember our baptism. We’ll do this 
by dipping our hand in the water of the font, and taking a glass water drop with us. Any unable to come forward can have 
water brought to them.  

 
As we put our hand in the water, I invite us to think of a pocket of our world, or a pocket of the heart, some 

situation, where we are looking expectantly for some kind salvation. Something that will make all the difference.  
 
The glass water drop we’ll leave with, it can fit in our pocket. It can go everywhere we do. It tells us there’s 

nothing so big or so small that it hasn’t been touched by our baptism. Jesus is the Savior in that place. He opens heaven 
there for us.  

 
And because he’s saving us there, he’s also giving his power to make a difference in that corner of our world. To 

make us agents of the peace he was dying to give us. Amen. 

                                                
1 I heard this story in James Bryant Smith, The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus Knows, (InterVarsity 
Press: Downer’s Grove, IL, 2009), 20-21.  


