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 In sermons this Lent we’ve been talking about life’s great calling. When we’re living our calling, we know we are 
living the life we’re really meant for. And this is why Jesus comes to us. He comes to give us the life we’re really meant for. 
This is why following him is our number one calling in life. Following Jesus is most important thing we can do. 
 

___ 
 
 Three people meet Jesus on the road. The brief conversations are brief, but it doesn’t take long for Jesus to turn 
your life on its head. If these three follow Jesus, it means that they’ll reconsider everything. Their homes, their families, 
their basic priorities in life.  
 

This is how it is when Jesus meets on our road: he leaves us with questions that maybe we never had before. The 
basic question Jesus gives us is, What is the life that we are really meant for? And Jesus who forces this question is also the 
heart of its answer. 
 

There are natural crossroads in life when we ponder basic questions. Consider a parent and child talking the 
evening before the child goes to college. A couple stealing a quiet moment the week of their wedding. Siblings gathered 
with mother after deciding on hospice care. A hardworking man waking to his first morning of retirement. Parents in a 
hospital room holding their minutes-old baby. 
 
 At life’s natural crossroads we know that one way of life is beginning and another is coming to an end. Even if 
unspoken, questions hang before us. Like, what do I really want in life? What means the most to me, and so how will I 
now live? Or maybe, You that I love so much, what do I wish for your life? Or, you that I know to love me. what do you 
wish for my life? Maybe someone listening here today is at such a crossroads. 
 
 But such crossroads don’t come everyday, which means that mostly these questions just hang in background of 
our lives. We may not acknowledge them but they’re nevertheless there. One of the things we need know to live the life 
that we’re meant for us that we are always at a crossroads, because Jesus is always coming to us on our road, calling us to 
follow him.  
 

Our head is spinning and our bodies feel tense as we walk into a meeting for work. We’re performing the wild 
juggling act that’s called the family schedule. It’s a day when we haul ourselves out of bed more out of routine than a 
purposeful sense of why we’re getting up. We somehow feel stuck in life––in some loneliness, in some illness, in some 
pattern of thought that has us repeating our grievances with life. We know deep down that the life that we’re made for 
signifies something other than this. 

 
Jesus calls us because we are made in the image of a God who has made a world laden with significance. 

Therefore it isn’t enough to live just to survive. We want to live for something.  
 
We are made reflections of God who has deep loyalties and loves that guide everything God does. And so, like the 

God whose image we reflect, desire a life that means everything to us. No other life will be big enough for our souls. It was 
in answer to the questions––what do I really want in life, what does God wish for my life, what do I wish for those whom I 
love––that God sent us Jesus, who Luke shows us walking resolutely to Jerusalem. Walking like it means everything to him. 

 
On one portion of the journey he encounters three people. The first comes to Jesus and says, “I’ll follow you 

wherever you go.” To the second and third, Jesus says, “Follow me.” In all three encounters, a brief conversation ensues.  
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Jesus tells the first man who seems like such a willing spirit, here’s a willing spirit, “You know, foxes have dens and 
birds in the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” It sounds as though Jesus as promised the 
man a homeless existence.  

 
The second man responds, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus’ reply seems almost heartless: “Let 

the dead bury their own dead. But you go and spread the good news of God’s kingdom.” In other words, if you want to be 
spiritually dead, go back and do your duty to the spiritually dead. If you want your business is life, come along with me.  

 
Which brings us to a third person who also showed interest in following Jesus. “But first,” he says to Jesus, “let me 

go back and say goodbye to my family.” Which sounds so reasonable. Surely Jesus understands a man’s need to say 
goodbye to his family. Of course Jesus understands. It’s just that no one can follow Jesus with a response that begins, “But 
first.”  

 
You can spend a lot of your life saying, “But first” to Jesus. But, by definition, following Jesus means that he is first. 

There are no preconditions. Jesus is, in the end, the only one to whom his followers finally pledge allegiance. Which is 
why, when Jesus calls us to follow him, it’s the call that means everything.  
  
 This brings us back to those questions bouncing around in our hearts: What do I really want in life? What do I 
wish for those whom I love? Where do my deepest loyalties lie?  
 
 There’s a common element to all three exchanges between Jesus and the people he meets on the road. They all 
have to do with home. The home where one lays his dead. The family one comes from. The family that forms our sense of 
relationship home. Any there anything more foundational in life, that means more to us, that having a place we call home. 
 

Jesus is telling these would-be disciples that following him involves making him their home. For the follower of 
Jesus, the basic response is to say, I want to be where Jesus is. I want to lodge my loves in what Jesus loves. I want to love 
whom and how he loves. And I want Jesus to be so at home in Jesus that I end up living my life as he would live my life if 
he were me.  
 
 Which means that Jesus’ followers end up with a long list of home places they’re left. They have a attitudes they’ve 
left because they no longer seemed at home in Jesus’ household that’s ruled by mercy. They have financial strategies 
they’ve abandoned because the economy of Jesus led them to share more with others. They have measurements for their 
lives that they not longer inhabit. Because at home with Jesus, life isn’t measured by productivity, or whether they day 
went according how we wanted, but by whether and how the day was spent joining Jesus is what we was doing.  
 
 When we meet Jesus on the road of life and ask him, what do you want for my life, the basic response he gives is 
what he says to the three people in our text today. He says, “Above all, I want for you above all is to enter the kingdom of 
God.” The kingdom of God has no address or location because it’s the realm of relationship with the God who makes and 
saves us. 
 
 God sends Jesus to us so we would live in the kingdom of God. So we would be at home the same relationship 
with God that Jesus has; so we would dwell that same endless love of God that Jesus dwells in; so we might lodge our lives 
in the purpose in which Jesus lodged his life. When Jesus calls us to follow him, he’s calling us, wherever we are and 
whatever we’re doing, to follow him into the very heart of God. Because that’s the home we’re made for. The home that 
means everything to our souls isn’t a place but an embrace by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then every commitments 
of our life expresses our commitment to God.. 
 
 Why is Jesus so pointed with the people on the road about the homes they must leave? Because easy to believe 
things about Jesus without allowing Jesus to make an actual difference in our lives, which is the main point of the story Luke 
gives us. It may be possible to follow Jesus and live in the same home for 40 years? It is possible to bury your father in 
obedience to Jesus? Jesus doesn’t call all of his followers to say goodbye to their families. 
 

But followers of Jesus are always ready to let go, which we can only do without fear if we know our true home was 
never in a house or the family that we grew up in, but always in the loving embrace of the God whom Jesus reveals. 
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New Testament scholar, Tom Wright translates the first verse we heard from Luke, “As the time came nearer for 
Jesus to be taken up, he settled it in his mind to go to Jerusalem.” Which is to say that Jesus was single minded with regard 
to both his life and ours. Lodging his life in God’s embrace, he resolved to give us his everything. Jesus was resolute in his 
desire to bring us home to God as well. 

 
Jesus continues to live with God’s big resolve, which is to make all of God’s love available to us right now. But it’s 

only by making our home with Jesus that we come to know how deep God’ love is for us. It’s only in giving all our loyalty 
to Jesus that we discover how loyal Jesus is to us. It’s only by giving our everything to Jesus that we discover how Jesus 
keeps giving himself to us today. 
 

The door to Jesus’ life is always open. Whatever our life has been, he isn’t concerned with that now. He wants to 
know what our life will start to signify today. What our life will signify when we show up at work tomorrow. When we vote 
on Tuesday. When we arrive at school. When we find ourselves in the doldrums. When our road includes pain. He wants 
to know if we are going to take the next step in life with him. One hundred percent, none of life held back. After all, that’s 
how much of our life Jesus joins to God: 100%. 

 
Which brings us to something fundamental about Jesus’ call: it means we’re always leaving something behind. 

Which is to say, we’re always changing. Change is at the heart of the kingdom of God. People at home with Jesus are 
always changing, because God changes our fear into trust. God changes our regrets into hope. God transforms lives that 
feel pulled in too many directions by too many loyalties, into lives held together by Lord whose arms stretched for us on 
the cross. God even changes our death into resurrection life. 

 
That’s because Jesus’ commitment to us is 100%. That’s what the road to Jerusalem tells us. Jesus will not stop 

seeking us on our road, won’t stop claiming his place as the center of our turbulent lives. Because Jesus is resolute that we 
shall live with nothing separating us from the love of God. 

 
After all, that’s what we’re doing when we follow Jesus. We’re making our home the love of God. Step after step 

after decision after decision, we dwell in the love of God that welcomes us again and again and again. God who names us 
family and opens his life as the place where we’re meant to dwell forever.  

 
So Jesus meets us on the road again and says, “Come, follow me.” 


