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  Palm/Passion Sunday 
  March 20, 2016 
 
 
 
 

Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23:56 
“Beholding Jesus, Beholding God” 

Matthew B. Reeves 
 
 In the adult Sunday School this Lent, Dallas Willard has taught me something that I keep 
thinking about. He says, “The acid test for any theology is this: Is the God presented one that 
can be loved, heart, soul, mind and strength? If the thoughtful, honest answer is, ‘Not really!’ 
then we need to look elsewhere or deeper.” 
 
 Do the notions of God that we carry in your heart really show you a God who can be 
loved? There’s a lot to think about when it comes to God. So much so that one of the church’s 
greatest theologians, St. Augustine said, “If you can understand it, it isn’t God.” We might also 
say, if you understand it, it isn’t love. 
 

Today we begin Holy Week, the week stretching from Jesus entrance into Jerusalem to 
his death on the cross and his resurrection. This week shows us everything about God. But it 
doesn’t ask us to understand God. Holy Week asks us to behold God in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 
That’s the point of the passion narrative: when we behold Jesus, we are beholding God. 

We see Jesus share an intimate meal with friends about to betray him. Jesus kissed mockingly on 
the cheek. Jesus healing a man who’d come to arrest him of a wound given by one of Jesus’ 
disciples. Jesus put on trial in the name of God. Jesus insulted and beaten, and put on trial again 
in the courts of worldly empire. As we behold Jesus in all this, we are beholding God. God 
betrayed and mocked. God healing one come as an enemy. God put on trial and beaten. And 
worst of all, God put on a cross. 
 
 The Apostle Paul whose Letter to the Philippians we just heard––he only uses the word 
“Almighty” for God once in any of his letters, and even then it’s to quote Scripture. That’s 
because the God Paul knows is the one he sees in Jesus. By the end of this week, Jesus doesn’t 
seem very almighty in any conventional understanding of almightiness.  
 

Jesus appears more like a slave or a criminal, crucified outside the city walls. He’s 
vulnerable, stripped bare, and to all who behold him, apparently a loser. That’s what the cross 
meant in Jesus’ day: the crucified were lifted up as the losers at the hand of Rome Almighty. 
 
 And it was, Paul said, that the eternal Son of God “made himself nothing by taking the 
very nature of a slave, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!”  
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When Paul says this about Jesus, he’s talking about the character of God. God the humble. God 
the servant. God the bloodied man on the cross. God the self-sacrificing. This is God’s way of 
being almighty. Jesus reveals that God would sooner die than lose you or this world.  
 
 This is nothing we can fully understand, but if we could understand it, it wouldn’t be 
God. And if we could understand it, it wouldn’t be love. Which is why, when we behold Jesus 
Christ, we see a God who can really be loved, for he has loved us already with all of his being. 
 

So now, behold our God and Savior Jesus Christ in the Passion According to Luke. 


