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 Our text today is the end of a long sermon. You’ve been at the end of long sermons. I’ve been there too, 
sometimes as the preacher. Today we conclude our series on Life that’s Beautiful, Life that’s Good, and Jesus tells us 
the purpose of his teaching. It’s to found our lives on his good and beautiful way that’s so sure that it withstands 
everything. 
 

___ 
 
 Since September we’ve been listening to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. It covers a lot of ground. Jesus speaks to 
anger. Lust. Hate. Money. Religion. Fear. Hope. Change. True governance in the world. The world’s left behind people. 
Response to the world’s evil.  
 

At the same time we’ve listened to Jesus lift up God’s vision for human life, we’ve been in a presidential election 
that’s contained so much of what Jesus has been preaching about. Anger. Lust. Hate. Money. Religion. Fear. Hope. 
Change. Whether in a candidate or in the atmosphere around the election, a lot of what we’ve seen and heard has been 
the opposite of the into which Jesus would leads. This has grieved my heart. I have to think God’s heart is grieved too. 

 
In his sermon, Jesus speaks to followers living in the human condition. To people made by God and for the sake 

God’s purpose, but who struggle with desires that pull them from love of God, neighbor, and self. 
 

This election has been a struggle. It’s been a struggle for the nation. It’s been a struggle for people of faith. For 
Christians, voting is all about following what Jesus is about. This sermon isn’t about whom you voted for. It’s more about 
the whole atmosphere around the election, and how it’s so different from the kingdom of God into which Jesus leads us.  

 
There’s always some portion of the nation that laments the outcome of a presidential election. This year is no 

different. There’s been so much fear and anger leading up to the election. But now that it’s over the fear and anger 
haven’t really gone away.  
 

In this preaching series, we’ve heard to Jesus speak directly to anger and fear. He’s told us that feeding on anger 
only devours us and separates us from people God gives us to love. He’s told us that living from fear closes us off to God’s 
present goodness. Fear only curves us in on ourselves. Disciples of Jesus always live open to others and the world that he so 
loves. 
 

It’s important that in his sermon Jesus doesn’t point a single blaming finger at others for the ills of the world. 
Instead, he keeps on calling his disciples to self-inspection and for their own transformation toward the way of God’s 
kingdom. Today we hear him tell his followers, you take responsibility for searching your own heart, for where you are 
really founding your life and hope.  

 
It’s in line with what he’s been saying all across his teaching. He tells his disciples, if you want to talk about change 

in the world. you be the first to change. You be the first to let go of anger and fear and judgment and any kind of 
demeaning stance toward others. None of that will get you closer to God and his kingdom. We can imagine Jesus calling 
to us today saying, whatever your vote was on Tuesday, it’s good for Christians to lead the way in the introspection and 
reconciliation that our nation so clearly needs. 

 
In today’s passage, the self-reflection to which Jesus calls us has to do with foundations. He gives us an image of 

two people working hard to build a house. House building is a non-partisan activity. Everyone is building a house because 
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everyone desires a life worth living in. Part of why passion around this election has been so high is that people are 
desperate to have a life that feels worth living in. Sometimes so desperate that they will sign on to anyone or anything they 
think will help them build it. 

 
The house we build can include our job, which is why people get fearful and angry when job prospects collapse. 

We build a house that includes our morals, which is why people are upset when values that dear to them feel to be pried 
away. There’s financial wing to our house, which is why storms of financial hardship can have people feel like they’re out 
in the cold. Sometimes that becomes literally true. The life we build seeks security from the dangers in the world. When a 
stream is rising against what we’ve adopted for our security, our very life can feel threatened. 

 
In this election Christians have been at odds over which presidential would be a better builder for this nation. I 

believe that whether a Christian voted for Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton, they had reasons for voting as they did, and 
that some of those reasons were quite complex. But it seems now that Christians have to unite in lamenting the whole 
atmosphere around this election. The hate, the mocking speech, the violence, the racism, the disparaging of religions. 

 
If we are really disciples seeking to open all that we are to Jesus and God’s kingdom, if we would really embrace 

and live the gospel in all its power and beauty, we have to say that there’s no place in the gospel for speech and ways of 
being that demean others, mock the weak, objectify women, play on anger, and stoke fear of those who are different. In 
the kingdom of God, a house built on that is coming down. 

 
At the end of his sermon Jesus tells us that there is such a thing as a builder who works hard and passionately and 

with conviction––who may even build in God’s name––but who ultimately builds foolishly because his house is sitting on 
the wrong foundation. Jesus says of that builder, “The rain came down, the storms rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house and it fell with a great crash,” for its foundation was shifting sand. 

 
So take care, Jesus tells his followers. Take care on what you are founding your life. And here, because the 

foundation is so important, Jesus doesn’t speak to us in parables or words that sound obscure. He tells us clearly what the 
good foundation is. He says, “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against the house; 
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” 

 
To read the papers, watch the news, and maybe to pay attention to our hearts and those of our neighbors, we 

might feel there’s a climate of uncertainty about the times into which we are heading. Which is why it’s so important to 
attend to true foundations, to be founded on what will hold and sustain through good and bad and anything. Jesus says so 
plainly what’s the foundation for life that’s good and beautiful and lasting. It’s to receive him and his and to put his life 
into practice. 

 
If you practice the Beatitudes that open the Sermon on the Mount, which say that blessing is available to the poor 

in spirit, to mourners and the meek, and to those who live with a spirit of mercy, then you will resist any foundation that 
seeks power over others. If you practice forgiveness of those that wrong you, you will live resisting the soul-eating demon of 
vengeance. If you love those opposed to you and learn see them as people God wishes to bless, you will increase the flow of 
grace in the world and squelch the flow of hostility. If you decide again and again that the true bottom line in life isn’t 
money and success but the God in whose love you could not be richer, then you will live with an eye to how many gifts 
there are in your life. And if you disagree with national leaders or fellow citizens but resist judging them, then a door is 
open to your own transformation and, perhaps, by God’s grace, someone else’s. 

 
It’s as important as it’s ever that Jesus’ followers not just believe in him in their heads but really live in the way 

Jesus commands of lives. To really do to others what you would want them to do to you. Which is to ask, how, in today’s 
world, can Jesus’ followers get caught up in the love and compassion that flows from God’s heart? That was the bedrock 
foundation of Jesus’ life. Yesterday I heard a witness to that. 

 
This week, some communities are feeling anxious, if not plain scared, about what certain things they heard during 

campaigns might mean for them now that the election is over. The American Muslim community is one of those. 
Yesterday I heard from a Christian counselor whose practice reached out to an Islamic Community Center in the 
Cleveland area. On Friday night she went there to offer crisis counseling for Muslim families and kids. She told me some 
Muslims she talked with there felt like they were headed toward despair. That they were ready to write off the majority of 
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Americans as people of good will. But they said that this counselor’s presence there as a bridge builder helped pull them 
from despondency.  

 
Her presence that said, “We stand by you. We stand with you. We see the image of God in you.” It was a witness 

to the Sermon on the Mount here in today’s world. A witness to Jesus whose grace crossed religious and gender lines. Jesus 
mercy crossed ethnic and social lines. Jesus who died showing there’s no one to whom God’s love is not directed. Jesus 
who walks through the world looking into fear streaked eyes and anger contorted faces and seeing in them all the same 
thing: that they are nothing less that treasures in the eyes of God. That’s why Jesus remains the light that no kind of 
darkness can overcome. And it’s why he still calls disciples to turn toward him and live founded on his way.  

 
In the 1930s, when another nation faced times of uncertainty and fear, Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote to 

Christians about Jesus’ call to found their lives on him. He said, “Humanly speaking, we could understand and interpret 
the Sermon on the Mount in a thousand different ways. Jesus knows only one possibility: simple surrender and obedience, 
not interpreting or applying it, but doing and obeying it. That is the only way to hear his word. …He really means for us 
to get on with it.” 

 
Not to get on with anger, but with the work of forgiving. Not to get on with anxiety, but with the work of trusting 

God. Not to get on with judgment, but with the work of loving our neighbor. Not to get on a quest for power or control, 
but with a way in the world like Jesus’ who came among us powerless––Jesus who so thoroughly loved the world on the 
cross that his heart had no room for attempting to gain power or control. 

 
You may have noticed that today’s sermon title is “Letting Go of Sloth.” The vice of sloth is what results when 

you stop paying attention to the foundation you’re actually building on. It’s when you become so busy with the life you’re 
trying to construct that you fail to see it’s standing on what won’t finally last. Or as Thomas Merton has put it, “People 
may spend their whole lives climbing the ladder of success only to find, once they reach the top, that the ladder is leaning 
against the wrong wall.” It’s leaning on a wall with a foundation that will collapse. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches us what’s really worth spending our lives on, what’s great in God’s 
kingdom. Although, only once in the sermon does Jesus actually mention greatness. It’s when he described the collapse of 
the house that was built on a failing foundation. He said, “It fell with a great crash.”  

 
But in the way of God’s relentless grace, even our crashes, our struggles, and our failures, can land us upon the 

rock of Jesus’ truth and life, where we find there’s no person or party or program that transforms like Jesus and the Gospel. 
 
If that’s the message for the church today it’s because it’s the message of the gospel forever. That only God’s love 

is great. Only God’s love won’t fail. Only God’s love is certain, and God has already completely given it. It’s all there for 
receiving and living and giving as indiscriminately as Jesus did.  

 
God’s love and hope and peace are never seem more real and sure than when you are throwing your whole life 

into living them out. Amen. 


