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It feels good to be chosen: for the team, for a job, for a date. It’s so good to be wanted. Much of the Bible, 
including today’s passage from Isaiah, is about how much God wants us and about the life God chooses for us. When you 
know yourself as God’s beloved, as one in whom God delights as much as his own Son, Jesus Christ, it means you are free 
to give yourself away to the best of life, which is life in the power of God who creates justice and love and belonging in the 
earth. 

___ 
 

 Through Isaiah, God lifts up the life of one who would serve God. We might be tempted to think of life serving 
God as something extraordinary. But really, it’s as ordinary as the life God gives us each day. 
 

My ordinary breakfast is as bowl of oatmeal. The other day, it sat on the counter in a 
blue and white glazed bowl made by a potter on Cape Cod. The bowl is smallish, which 
meant the pecans and cranberries I’d set on top heaped slightly above the rim. Heather 
passed it and said, “That’s a beautiful breakfast.” She said it so casually, with a tone of delight 
in her voice. Here, I thought I was just making my ordinary breakfast. It turns out I was 
making delight. 
 

The ordinary life God gives us––a life we can treat so casually, almost as though we 
were passing it by––contains more of God’s delight, and more opportunity to serve God, than 
we might imagine.  

 
The day Jesus was baptized was an ordinary day in the life of the world. The Gospel 

of Matthew shows how, as Jesus went out of the same water in which everyone else was getting baptized, God pronounced 
him God’s beloved, a source of God’s great pleasure. To anyone there it looked like Jesus was just getting out of the river. 
All the same he was walking in the torrent of God’s delight. 

 
 In our baptism into Christ, God gives us the same Holy Spirit that hovered over Jesus at his own. This means 

that, as we walk through our ordinary day, God’s delight is always over us, a torrent of love flowing through us, giving us 
power to serve what God holds dear. It’s just as God spoke to Israel through Isaiah: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom I delight.”  

 
It’s a wonderful image: God looking at his people, chosen in love, with great gladness filling his heart. But I 

wonder, how often do we think of God as full of delight?  
 
Are we more inclined to imagine God as full of sighs and laments of disappointment with our world, and maybe 

with us? We can talk a lot about God’s love and grace, but how much, deep down, our hearts really believe that God 
really wants us or takes pleasure in us? Are we more prone to think God’s desire for us is conditional? This might be why 
people apologize to me when they haven’t been in worship for a while. And why some enter the church cracking jokes 
about getting struck by lightning. 
 

But we’ve struggled to believe and live from God’s delight for a very long time. Isaiah 42 first came to people that 
found it hard to believe that God really wanted them. It’s understandable why they would have. These Israelites had lived 
through physical, economic, social, and spiritual disaster.  
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Around 587 BC, the Babylonian army laid siege to the precious holy city Jerusalem. The city was ravaged, the 
Temple demolished, and any Israelite with skill, wealth, or standing was taken into exile in Babylon. Think of Jerusalem 
along the lines of pictures of Aleppo we see in the news. The physical destruction was misery enough. But for Israel the 
spiritual dimension only heightened the pain.  

 
Jerusalem and the land Israel lived in was a tangible, ordinary sign of how special they were to God. It’s like we 

hear in Psalm 43: 
 
Send me your light and your faithful care,    

let them lead me;  
let them bring me to your holy mountain (which was Jerusalem) 
to the place where you dwell.  

Then I will go to the altar of God (which was in the Temple); 
to God, my joy and my delight.   

 
So the holy mountain that was Jerusalem and the altar that was in the Temple, were signs that Israel was specially chosen 
by God. The land, city and Temple said that Israel was to enjoy God’s presence and live for God’s purpose.  
 

Now, if we remember Israel’s story, we recall that God didn’t choose Israel for God’s delight after reviewing and 
discarding other nations. God chose Israel in the kind of gracious love defies reason or explanation. Have you ever tried to 
explain to someone why you love them? Explanation doesn’t work because love––if it’s really love––doesn’t stand or fall 
on merit. It just is. 

 
And so it is that we spend our days, whether we’re joyful and humming along or down on ourselves and others, 

standing and falling and living and moving in God’s love that’s simply there. This was Israel’s story and it’s ours too. 
 
But as can happen with anyone, Israel lost awareness of what God’s choosing and delight over them was for. 

God’s choosing of Israel wasn’t at the expense of other people. Let’s remember what God said to Abraham way back in 
Genesis, when God called Abraham and said, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.”  

 
But God didn’t stop there, as though God’s blessing could just pool up for Abraham and his great big family. God 

never means for his loving delight just to pool up in us like reservoir. God always means for his delight over us to overflow 
from us like a stream-fed lake. So God said to Abraham, “You will be a blessing. …And all the peoples of the earth will be 
blessed through you.” 

 
This is what Israel had lost awareness of in the years when Isaiah spoke: that God’s delight in them wasn’t for self-

satisfaction or self-indulgence. As we hear in verse 6 of our text, God saying, “I will keep you and will make you to be a 
covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles.” God’s delight over them was to be their fuel for seeking justice, 
pursuing their neighbor’s good, and going after a life that wasn’t just about them. 

 
So the purpose of the servant in whom God delights is “to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison 

and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” There’s no greater spiritual dungeon than life that’s all about 
me. 

 
 For the next number of weeks, our Scripture and sermons will focus on the theme, “You Are the Chosen One.” 
You are one whom God chooses for knowing the fullness of his love. But God’s choosing is so we will show the fullness of 
his love.  
 

If blockbuster movies and books are instructive, the idea of being a chosen one captivates us. Harry Potter, Star 
Wars, the Matrix movies, the Lord of the Rings. All have a character specially chosen for some purpose. But in each case, 
the greatness of the “chosen one” has to with sacrifice. With giving their life away for others. To be God’s chosen one isn’t 
about just basking in your specialness, but about living in the flow of God’s love that’s always giving itself away. 
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And so Isaiah speaks of God’s servant who will bring justice to the nations. But listen to what “justice the nations” 
involves. It doesn’t involve getting the nations in line or defeating the nations, but serving them in their need. One 
rendering of Scripture puts the life of God’s servant this way: 1 

 
He won’t call attention to what he does 
    with loud speeches or gaudy parades. 
He won’t brush aside the bruised and the hurt 
    and he won’t disregard the small and insignificant, 
    but he’ll steadily and firmly set things right. 

 
Setting things right for those that are bruised and hurt, for those that seem small and insignificant. That’s basically what 
justice is about. Setting things right in the eyes of God. 
 
 But we might say of ourselves, “There are parts of my own life that aren’t right, so how can I be part of making 
the world right?” My temper is short. I want more than I need. I prefer getting and keeping over giving. I’m full of 
complaints about others. And truthfully, I’d rather not draw near to what’s wrong in the world but keep as far from me as 
I can. 
 
 The thing is, the God who comes to us in Jesus looks at our lives differently than we might look at them. God 
doesn’t look past any of the wrong we see in ourselves or in the world. But instead God looks through and beyond it. God 
is always looking to the heart of our life and world, where God sees the Great Servant Jesus Christ who was drawn to the 
bruised and hurt, the small and insignificant, like a moth to flame.  
 

God looks into us as we are and sees Jesus within and around us, and therefore sees over our heads the words God 
said at Jesus’ baptism: “this is my child, chosen and marked by my love, delight of my life.” Being God’s chosen one means 
that Jesus has taken it upon himself to set your life right, and he has done it. And having done it, living and dying and 
rising for us, he’s at work making us part of how he’s setting the world right.  

 
A wonderful thing happens as God’s delight in you starts to take hold of your heart: you realize that God’s delight 

isn’t only in you but also in your neighbor who’s somehow suffering from how the world just isn’t right. That’s how Jesus 
lived, and its why living as God’s chosen one leads to seeking justice. 
 
 When we look out at our world, seeking justice can sound like a grand and impossible thing. But like God’s 
delight, its really as ordinary and beautiful as a bowl of oatmeal topped with cranberries and pecans. As ordinary, perhaps, 
as a roll of toilet paper. (Now someone’s saying, oh great. Pastor Matt comes back from a week of vacation and shows us 
toilet paper in the sermon.) 
 

 
 But stay with me. And turn with me, if you’re willing, to the back of the bulletin, to 
the News in Our Life section. The Missions Committee invites donations of paper 
products––what’s more ordinary than paper?––to serve Geauga County youth that have 
aged out of foster care but have no place now to live. That’s not right, which is why we’re 
supporting the Next Step Home right here in our community.  
 

For years and years, on Tuesdays, some have gathered to pray for people living 
through all ways life can put you through the wringer. Illness, addiction, death, grief, 
financial hardship, you name it. They’ve moved their prayers to Sunday at noon, following 
worship. When you pray for people experiencing hardship, you are seeking justice. It isn’t 
in the News in Our Life section, but our latest newsletter announces that through the Baby 
Bottle Blessings Campaign CPC gave $930 to Hannah’s Home. The world is made more 
right when women in a pinch have a place to live as they prepare to deliver their babies. 

 
 God delights in the people of Christ Church, which is why God is making Christ Church God’s servant attending 
to the bruised reeds and smoldering wicks in our community. 
                                                
1 Eugene Peterson’s The Message. 
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 It’s the start of a new year. I don’t know about you, every New Year I get the sense that God is inviting me to 
receive myself again. Which involves receiving God’s delight over me in Christ all over again. It’s as God says through 
Isaiah, “See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce 
them to you.” 
 
 Here’s the announcement of our baptism in Christ: You are God’s child, unendingly loved. You are made to live 
open to God’s delight. And we are never more open to God’s delight over us than when we are part of the way God’s love 
is reaching another. Amen. 


