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Mark 14:1-11
“Nothing Less than Everything.”
Matthew B. Reeves
Life can be filled with half-efforts and partial measures. It’s what we begin with great intention, and even passion,
but that ends up the pile of evidence of how hard it is to give ourselves fully to anything. If you made a New Year’s
resolution, how are you doing with that now April? Can you even count how many balls you have in the air? How many
half-finished projects around the house? Books begun but never completed?
Oh, but we live in a highly distracted culture, we might say, as explanation for why it’s so hard to give ourselves
fully to anything. Distracted by our devices, we give the places we are, the roads we drive on, and those we love our partial
attention. Sidetracked by thoughts, passing fancies, and media that trains our attention span to that of a goldfish, we find
that we rarely do anything single-mindedly.
We’re devoted to so many things, it can feel we’re fully devoted to nothing. So, we become accustomed to halfefforts and partial focus, as well as the vague sense of dissatisfaction with life that results.
Is why we so honor those that give everything––soldiers and first responders that offer their whole life; athletes
that, as we say, “to give everything they’ve got?” Deep down, we do want to give ourselves fully. We don’t really want halfhearted or partial life.
Jesus’ walk through Holy Week is a story of no partial measures. It’s about giving that’s focused and to the full. On
Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem to hosannas that reached all the way up to heaven. On Monday, he didn’t just criticize
buying and selling in the Temple but fully overturned tables and drove out livestock. With the teachers of the law on
Tuesday, he said that the greatest thing is to love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength. On Wednesday, Jesus welcomed anointing by a woman who poured over his body the entire
contents of a jar of costly perfume. On Thursday, Jesus took bread and wine and named them signs of his blood and body
fully given to us.
And then there’s Friday. What Paul once said to the Philippians about Good Friday was that Jesus “emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave… He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death––even death on a
cross.” At the cross of Christ, there were no half-measures, nothing left half-finished. The whole-hearted purpose of God
was on display in the crucified Christ. Jesus cried, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” for he’d given so
much of himself he felt he’d even lost God.
Is that why our lives can become so unfocused, so full of the partial? Are we afraid that if we give ourselves fully to
anything, we end up with nothing?
We need models of focused, undivided living, and today Jesus gives us one. Only once in all the gospels does Jesus
point to another person as an illustration of the good news. Which is to say, an illustration of his own gift. It was that
woman who cast aside all inhibition to approach Jesus while he was eating and lavish him with perfume. Jesus lifts her up
as an illustration of the gospel because the perfume jar wasn’t the only, or even primary thing she broke open. Her heart
was broken open; she lavished Jesus with her love.
This Holy Week that ends with Jesus himself broken open, lavishing us with God’s love; and then the tomb broken
open, gaping with life where there was death––this begs for our full attention. Because it asks us to come to grips with how
partial-hearted and unfocused our life with God can be. This week calls us to turn our whole heart back to God.
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But there’s another deeper message. The main message of Holy Week is that there’s nothing half-hearted, there’s
nothing partial about God’s gift to us. God gives us all of God’s self, emptying out the full contents of God’s heart into
ours.
According to John’s Gospel, Jesus’ dying words are “It is finished.” Which is to say that Jesus has brought us as
close to God as we could possibly be. Has made us as forgiven as we could be. God’s life and love could not be open to us
any wider. Because of Jesus’ dying and rising for us, if there’s anything partial in our relationship with God, it’s our
awareness and acceptance of how deeply immersed we are in divine love without beginning or end.
But that’s why we keep walking through Holy Week. It’s why we keep looking to the Table and cross and empty
tomb––so we’ll see that the fullest possible measure of life is given in the Christ and Lord. So we’ll give ourselves to him as
fully as he’s given himself to us. Amen.
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