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Jesus’s resurrection from the dead was about God’s big renewal of the world. We’ve been talking a lot about
renewal in Christ Church. I hope you aren’t getting tired of it. We’re going to hear it some more. In a way, we have to
because renewal is at the heart of everything God does in Jesus.
Which is why it took him resurrection from the dead for the disciples to make sense of what he did in the Temple.
Wielding a whip in the Temple. Driving out livestock. Upending tables. Sending coins clinking and rolling across the stone
floor. The disciples must have been as shocked, confused, mortified as anyone else.
Even more stunned, maybe even offended, than if someone walked into our worship during the offering, took
offering plates from the ushers, threw them Frisbee style across the room, and went and turned over the Lord’s Table?
How did Jesus not get arrested by Temple police?
And if it was only after God raised Jesus that “then [disciples] believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had
spoken,” what does this whole scene have to do with God’s renewal of the earth. Of people. Of our life together with God?
My friend Rob was going to a new café in his neighborhood. He got there and one of the plate glass doors had
been shattered. But the lights were on, so he went inside. A man sat at the counter working on his computer. It was the
owner. He said the store had been broken into that morning and they’d taken the cash register. Two people behind Rob
said, “What? The cash register?” Like this was a shock. Rob thought, what else would they take? The coffee beans?
Why were they so amazed the cash register was stolen? Was it because, in a store, there’s something sacred about
the cash register? It’s where you make the holy exchange. You walk up with the offering of cash, and in return you receive
the grace of coffee. The cash register has a kind authority. If you want to have your coffee, you have have to pass through
it. It’s the center of what’s going on.
In Jesus’ day, the Temple was the center of Jewish life, the heart of who they were as a people. The Temple wasn’t
like just another church on the street. It was the main event, and not just worship. For politics and culture and society, it
was the central symbol of what life was about. It was also where you’d find more animals than anywhere else in Jerusalem.
The Temple’s big claim to authority was that the Temple was where Israel’s God had promised to dwell with
God’s people. It was where heaven and earth met, which made it a powerful place, a wonderful place. But the meeting of
heaven and earthy was also a dangerous place, because in that intersection, you end encountering God.
What Jesus did in the Temple made him look dangerous. The people must have been unsettled, which is actually
what all true renewal ends up doing. When we become new––as people, as churches, as communities––we have to
embrace new thoughts about what our lives are really for. How we need to do things. Which always ends up touching a
nerve, and getting into what people hold sacred.
Jesus’ outburst in the Temple touched a nerve that sent a jolt through the heart of Israel’s life. And John tell us he
did it during Israel’s most sacred feast, the Passover celebration.
The Passover celebrated Israel’s freedom, their liberation and rescue from slavery in Egypt. The Temple would
have been as crowded as it got. Think Christmas Eve and Easter worship. People like Jesus traveled from out of town to
sacrifice. This was the thinking for why money-changing tables had placed in the Temple courts. The Roman coins people

brought had the idolatrous image of the emperor, so people exchanged them Temple coins without the emperor’s face.
Then they bought their animals for sacrifice according to Jewish law.
In the day, it was all very normal. Still, to Jesus, the heart of it was wrong. It seemed more like a marketplace, a
shopping mall, than a place for encounter with God. The Temple was magnificent, especially after Herod’s big
remodeling job. But its purpose was to point beyond itself to the God whose presence made it and all things sacred.
It’s like how the point of the facility renewal we’ll hear about today worship today isn’t just to make the church’s
building nicer. The church’s facility is a means to and end that’s greater than itself. The great end of all things is
resurrection, when all things are filled with the life that makes for wholeness in the earth. And the point of a church
building is that from it, and supported by it, people will live as signs of that renewal and inviting others into it.
That’s why our facility renovation is happening alongside another renewal effort. In the Fan the Flame renewal,
where we’re listening to how the Spirit dwelling in us is calling us out to be more a part of God’s work in our
neighborhood. God’s work of making people whole. The next phase in this effort is a Bible study called “A People of Salt
and Light.” We’re going to listen to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and the kind of community he’s making in his followers.
What we’re saying in this time is, “Jesus, you have the authority. Don’t want to be the church we want to be. We
want to be the church that you want us to be.” Which is, I’ll admit, a dangerous thing say. At least, if we’re looking at Jesus
at the Temple, because it means Jesus restoration can upending what we took as normal.
The people though Jesus was up to destruction, not renewal. So they asked him to explain himself. He said,
“Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days.” Which not only made no sense. The Temple had been under
construction for 46 years. How could Jesus destroy it and raise it in three days? It also must have landed Jesus on
someone’s list of threats to the nation. But John says the temple Jesus meant wasn’t the building but his body.
What gave Jesus the right to do what he did was that God was making him to be the true and lasting Temple. The
place where heaven and earth meet. The place where sacrifice brings us into relationship with God. Jesus was the Temple
in which God fully dwelled, where we’d encounter God and live from God’s life-giving authority. He was also the one
whom John calls the Lamb of God, for he takes away the sins of the world. And by the gift of his life and death, brings us
closer to God than we are to ourselves.
The deacons have been getting ready for the Fellowship Hall renovation by cleaning closets and packing up
cupboards. Yesterday, a couple of deacons pointed out a box of glass communion cups. They asked, “Should we keep
these?” Maybe I should have checked with others before I said, “Let’s recycle them,” but is there anyone here that wants
to wash 120 cups every communion Sunday?
I would guess that the first Sunday the church switched from glass to plastic communion cups, someone didn’t like
it. Maybe really didn’t like it. But I suppose they might also have thought about it and concluded the point of communion
isn’t the kind of cups. It’s the sign that Christ is present to us, giving himself to us, living in us as his people as surely as the
wine slides down out throats.
Good change in the church, change that’s God’s restoration, always gets us in touch with the deep roots of our life
as God’s people. Communion has its roots in the Jewish Passover meal, which brings us back to why Jesus was in
Jerusalem: to celebrate the Passover. John wouldn’t tell us this unless he was saying that what he did at the Temple
somehow gave new meaning to the Passover. It had to do with the deep roots of God’s purpose with his people.
What was it the disciples understood after God raised Jesus from the dead? Maybe something like what Paul asked
the Corinthians, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own.” Then he told them, “You are the Body of Christ.”
We can’t listen to Jesus’ words about the God’s temple––that it’s really his body, not a building––without asking
how invested God really is in buildings. Bible is pretty clear that that God’s big investment isn’t simply the restoration of
buildings but the restoration, truly, the resurrection, of his people, starting with his own Son.
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Which is a word for us and congregations of all stripes across North America. It doesn’t matter if they’re
Presbyterian or Assemblies of God, Lutheran or non-denominational, mainline or evangelical, if their growing or not.
Every church that takes God’s mission seriously is reflecting on their purpose as the culture around them tosses around
words like “institutional decline.” They’re looking at their buildings, and maybe what goes on inside them, and asking
about their future is in a culture that gives decreasing authority to the church.
The session has discerned that our renewed mission as Jesus’ followers will be supported by a building that’s
freshened and more functional. It’s a piece of how we’re claiming the life and authority and boldness of the God who lives
in us.
Not once in the New Testament is the church equated with a building. It’s always a reference to people. Because
after the resurrection of Jesus, the great hope that the Temple stood for came to fulfillment––that God really would with
God’s people. And not just with them, but in them. God’s great restoration project is the temple that’s you and me.
And that’s why this renewal season in our life is so exciting to me. We’re really taking seriously that God is alive in
us, making us to be people in whom heaven and earth meet.
The end of our passage has a verse we can’t overlook. John says, during the Passover festival, “many
people…believed in [Jesus’] name. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. …He knew what was
in each person.”
Jesus knows our fears and uncertainties, just like he knows our hopes and passions. And with all that he knows of
us, he still chooses to rest his life in ours. He doesn’t entrust himself to us, for us to live just as we wish with a little Jesus
tacked on. He tells us that we may entrust ourselves to him, because he has the authority. Our whole life passes through
him.
Which means we are always being made new by the power of God that raises the dead. Amen.
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