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Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17
“God Is in a World of Hurt”
Matthew B. Reeves
...I AM SENDING …YOU…
When God called, Moses had no interest in being sent Pharaoh. Egypt was what he was trying to keep his distance
from. Moses was living in Midian, trying to get his life together. He’d made some strides. He’d gotten married and had a
new job. Midian seemed like a place where his past would leave him alone. Except the God didn’t respect Moses’
preference for a little space to himself.
If he wanted to get his life back on track, wouldn’t involve running from the trouble of his life and the world. It
would mean finding how God was with him, giving him a mission in the midst of it.
Here’s the short version of how Moses’ life came off the rails and he landed in Midian. He was born in Egypt at a
time when Pharaoh had ordered all Hebrew baby boys killed. Moses’ Hebrew mother tried to save him by putting 3month-old Moses in a basket in the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter found him and Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s house. But he
would see Egyptians mistreating the Hebrew people. He would end up killing an Egyptian for abusing a Hebrew. So he
went on the lam to Midian.
So before Moses was MOH-ses, he was a just guy trying to piece together a life. A guy with a temper. Maybe in
search for himself. Certainly in touch with the world’s injustice. At the point of our story today, very much a guy trying to
move on. We don’t know much about Midian where me moved, but we don’t have to. The point was, it wasn’t Egypt.
You can spend a lot life trying to get to Midian. We can dream of Midian when nearly any job seems better than
the one we have. We sometimes cast ballots for candidates that seem like the Midian option. Midian is not our first choice.
It’s just where try to get away from the trouble that seems too close. We can treat our screens like they’re the land of
Midian. Midian is also where space to ourselves means we won’t be asked to do anything about the world’s trouble.
But for Moses, Midian wasn’t the place for escaping trouble but getting sent closer to it. Because it’s where Moses
encountered God whose direction in life is toward the world’s trouble.
Maybe we’re heard the story before. Moses was tending his father-in-law’s sheep and saw this curious sight. A
bush was on fire but wasn’t burning up. He did a double take and from it a voice called, “Moses! Moses!” Moses said,
“Here I am” and then the voice told him to take off his sandals. He was dealing with holiness.
The voice said, “I am the God of your fathers, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I’ve seen the misery of my people in
Egypt. I’ve heard them crying out because of their slave drivers.” We don’t know at this point what Moses believed about
God. But what he heard was, God isn’t disconnected from the world or indifferent to what goes on it. God’s eyes are open
to suffering, God’s ears keenly tuned to peoples’ cries. Which is to say, in God found Moses in Midian but wasn’t trying to
get there himself. In God, there is no desire to get away from the world’s trouble.
God continued, “I am concerned about [the Hebrews’] suffering so I have come down to rescue them.” So God
doesn’t only see and hear, but also moves toward the struggle. Which those that want life in Midian might think is great
for God to do.
“Yes, God. Yes!” we can hear Moses and the Midianites might say. “It’s really bad there in Egypt. Something
should be done about it. I keep hearing about the Israelites suffering there.” Some of those who said were members of the
First Church of Midian where Moses father-in-law was the priest. They were welcoming church with meaningful worship.

They had a missions committee that wrung their hands over need in the world. But they also had a comfort zone that kept
them from taking too seriously that they would be called to do something about the trouble.
Which brings us to an important revelation about God in this passage. God doesn’t only hear and see peoples’
trouble. God isn’t only moved with concern. God doesn’t just decide to do something about it. But God calls people as
the ones through whom God will do something.
God tells Moses, the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing
them. “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” Going back to Egypt
was not in Moses’ life plan or anywhere near his comfort zone. He was ready with excuses.
“But who am I?” he told God. “That I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He had a
point. He hadn’t been trained in the art of the deal with a slaveholding head of state. He had no experience in community
organizing. There was nothing in Moses education or experience that suggested he should do this.
There was only what God said next, which was, “I will be with you.” But this didn’t comport with Midianite
spirituality. Midianite spirituality looked for God in the distance from the world’s struggles. But that wouldn’t be the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The God who runs into the house on fire, not away from it to safety.
“But suppose,” Moses said to God. (He was trying to keep things hypothetical rather than life-claimingly real.)
“Suppose I go to the Israelites and say the God of your fathers has sent me and they ask, ‘What is his name?’ What shall I
tell them?”
God said, “I am who I am.” Tell them “I am” sent you. This was a wily thing for God to say. “I am who I am” is
a name that Moses couldn’t control. It’s a verb, which underscores who God, in his being, is a God of action. But the
Hebrew words behind “I am” can mean just as much, “I will be who I will be.” So the revelation of the divine name is also
an invitation to discover who God is by being part of what God is doing.
It’s like God was saying, “You want to know my name, Moses? You want to know my character?” Then step out
and live with me. Go with me where go. Do with me what I do. If you really want to know my name, pack your bags for
Egypt.
And perhaps for us that’s the big claim of this passage. That if we really want to know God, we have to be willing
to live as God’s sent people. You can’t really know God without taking part in God’s mission in the world.
Three years ago, a handful of disciples from Christ Church took part in a gospel in the city retreat. We spent a day
in the Clark-Fulton neighborhood of Cleveland, studying the book of Isaiah and listening for the mission God works out
through his servants. Some of our study involved getting out of our chairs, going into the neighborhood, and listening to
the people that lived there.
We went door to door and asked questions like, “How would you describe your neighborhood?” They replied
with words like “depressed,” “declining,” and “troubled.” They pointed to houses where drugs were sold. Where loud
music kept neighborhood children up on schoolnights. One person said, “It’s like people live here until they can have a
chance to move out.” It was a waypoint to Midian.
We also asked, “If a church moved into this neighborhood, what would it need to be like?” They said, “They’d
need to know the people.” “They’d need to be connected to what’s hard in lifes.” “They’d need to care about making a
difference in the neighborhood.” Which doesn’t just sound like the reason for the church in Clark-Fulton. It sounds like
the reason for the church in Chesterland.
Deep down, these people weren’t talking about their longing for a good church. They were getting at their longing
for the God comes near and gets to where people hurt.
I suspect that most all of us want to know God, and even to know God better than we do now. But our passage
today is telling us that knowing God goes beyond worship on Sunday morning. It has to do with listening to how people
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around Chesterland are crying out. Knowing God includes laying yourself out for something you thought was
unachievable.
Moses resisted God’s call at first because he knew it would take his life. He was in Midian out of self preservation
and there at the bush, it became clear that he couldn’t bring a self-preserving attitude into relationship with God.
Knowing God will always include going in directions you wouldn’t just on your own.
Since Lent, I’ve been writing weekly email reflections on life in the Spirit of Jesus. They’re about living with the
God the Bible shows us in Jesus in the thick of real life. If you haven’t been getting them, email the church office and you
can get signed up. There there are also large print copies in Fellowship Hall. Last week I took a step with these wouldn’t
taken on my own. I made a video reflection and posted it on Facebook Live.
I didn’t feel ready for this. I just took the plunge I guess for some, this wouldn’t be a big deal. But for me, it felt like
I was putting myself out there. I watched it after it posted and it seemed a little rough. There are ways I need to improve.
But within 24-hours it had reached 295 people and been viewed 114 times. Someone I don’t even know shared the post
with his friends.
See, God always has a bigger purpose for us than we do for ourselves. In the next year, in our partnership with the
Center for Parish Development, there will be chances to practice a deeper connection between Christ Church and our
community. We will explore how we might better walk the talk of faith. We can respond by lining up behind Moses with
excuses for why we can’t try something new for the sake of God’s mission.
But we should know: as with Moses, God may not find our excuses compelling. Mostly because God knows
enough about himself to know that he can do through us. And as with Moses God won’t argue with us. God won’t force us
into his mission. He’ll just keep saying, “I am with you. I am with you. I am with you. So go.”
And that’s what keeps our life together and really sets us free. It’s what unsettles us into the life that leads to the
Promised Land. The presence and power and purpose of the God who always goes where the trouble is. Amen.
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